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Strength network of language usage and Tha Dong Dami culture in Suratthani province
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Abstract

The research purposes were to study the development of network building procedures,
the network management strategies, and the formats for building strength network in terms of
language use and culture of Thai Songdam in Surat Thani. The qualitative research was used to

collect the data namely the interview and the observation which were collected from wisdom
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teachers and Thai Songdam people in the community, organizations, community leaders, lecturers,
academic scholars, as well as the review study from academic documents, textbooks, and related
researches. The result revealed that there were both adaptive and selective parts of the
development of network building procedures especially the belief about the ritual of Phee Than
(Ancestral spirits) called the funeral ritual and Sen Ruen ritual. Accordingly, dressing ‘Hee’
represented the respect of dead ancestors. However, its dressing in daily life was diminished due to
the production factors which were not kind for dressmaking. It was culturally seen in public such as
provincial performances for opening ceremony, T.V. programs, educational institutes, and
international performances. According to the network management strategies, there were 5
strategies namely the strategy of feeling sharing through dressing and ritual-making, the strategy of
perseverance and broadening the community identities such as dressing Thaidam Ramphan in
shows, clothing patterns in cultural products, the strategy of belief inheritance through ‘Hee’ dress,
the strategy of network management such as flexibility, equality, liberty, and clear target, and the
strategy of earning such as the application of clothing patterns in cultural products of bags,
keychains, cell phone cases, and pillow cases. According to the formats of the language use and
culture of Thai Songdam, it could be classified as following; the language use has been a part of
teaching and learning at Ban Sai-Ngam school; it enhanced learning for outside organizations such as
Suratthani Rajabhat University; it was in the funeral ritual, Pang Kwan ritual, Sen Ruen ritual, and
dressing in school activities, the provincial cultural office, temples and Songkran festival. In addition,

Thai Songdam gathered wearing their cultural dress in order to build their social relationships.
Keywords: network, language, culture of Thai Songdam
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