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The Music for the Shadow Puppet:

“Nai Nung Talung” Shadow Puppet Group in Nakorn Srithammarat
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Abstracts

The study of “the Music for Shadow Puppet: ‘Nai Nung Talung’ Shadow Puppet Group in Nakomn
Srithammarat” is conducted using a qualitative method in order to study the instruments and compositions
of the shadow puppet music in Nakomn Srithammarat province. As well as to study the elements of the
shadow puppet plays including the prelilde, the introduction of main characters such as a hermit and “Pra
Isuan”, the continuation to the next scene, the content and the establishment of the city. This study is
conducted using the data from the interviews and a detailed observation of two experts in shadow puppet
plays who are famous and well-known throughout Nakorn Srithammarat province.

The results of the study show that the use of music and tracks in shadow puppet plays in Nakorn
Srithammarat occurs in conjunction with the scenes of the story including the prelude, the introduction of
main characters such as a hermit and “Pra Isuan”, the continuation to the next scene, the content and the
establishment of the city. Most of the music that is played during the shadow puppet shows are classical
such as “Patcha”, “Hak Koh I Teng”, “Tarikipas”, “Chao Muang Sung Ratchakam”; however, Thai
country music is also used during the establishment of the city scene in order to encourage more
entertainment. The elements of the shadow puppet plays in Nakorn Srithammarat province are performed
using the traditional styles which consists of shadow puppet group, instruments, shadow puppets, narrative
stories, place of the show, techniques and styles of the shadow puppet plays which pass from one
generation to another. The shadow puppet plays are passed on to a new generation and flourished through
the new generations’ talents and interests. The results of this research should be taken in consideration by
corporate leaders and art and cultural departments in order to responsibly conserve and actively practice so
that the knowledge regarding shadow puppet plays may continue to flourish.

Keywords: mus\ic for shadow puppet, shadow puppet performer, shadow puppet
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