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Abstract

Labor trafficking in Thailand fishing
industry has placed Thailand into a spotlight
for half a decade, especially in the eyes of
global community. Therefore, as a major seafood
and fishing-related products exporter, Thailand
has been hit by negative impacts unavoidably.
However, the common perception on the issue
among Thais has always been merely a brutal
criminal problem rather than a structural problem.
This small issue, somehow, leads to the misun-
derstanding and the ‘inaccurate design’ of the
solution, which in turn undermines the effective-
ness of the efforts to tackle the problems. Thus,
this article aims to discover and reveal the root
causes of labor trafficking in Thailand fishing
industry. According to the studies of the evolution
of the Thai fishing industry, the truth of laborer
situations, the effects of economic globalization,
and so forth; labor trafficking in Thailand fishing
industry is, in fact, a long chain of intertwined
structural problems, consists of number of issues
such as economic, political, and social issues.
The problem of labor trafficking in Thailand fishing

industry has been evolved from the combination
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of bad working condition in the fishing industry,
the Thailand rapid growth as a result of globalization
and global trade, the tremendous increase of job
opportunities among. Thais and the labor scarcity
in the fishing industry due to the outflow of Thai
laborers, the domestic problems in Thailand’s
neighboring countries and the obvious economic
disparity between Thailand and its next-doors,
and so forth. This combination created both
high-demand and high-supply of migrant laborers
to fulfill the system. However, due to the Thai law
in the past, which was designed to reserve jobs
for Thais, the mentioned demand and supply
of laborers could not meet freely and legally.
This led to the birth of brokers, who became the
middlemen to marry the demand and supply of
laborers via irregular channels. Illegal migrant
workers, therefore, became vulnerable because
of the lack of proper protection from the law,
which made them easily exploited in the labor
trafficking manners. This illustrates that labor
trafficking in Thailand fishing industry is, in fact,
the outcome of numerous problems that intert-
wined and becomes a long chain of structural
problems, rather than a mere crime. The next
article will propose potential solutions for the
problem based on the root causes revealed in

this article.

Keywords: Labor trafficking, Human trafficking,
Thailand fishing industry, Structural problems
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