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Abstract

This research examines the East Turkistan
Islamic Movement (ETIM) and its designation as a
terrorist organization. The objectives of the study
are: 1) To analyze the development of the East
Turkistan Islamic Movement. 2) To assess the ter-
rorist status of ETIM. The study employs qualitative
research methods, gathering information from
academic papers, official documents, and related
news sources. The definition of terrorism is ex-
plored through psychological perspectives on
terrorism, as well as international organizational
frameworks, such as those of the United Nations,
and terrorist designations by major global powers.

The findings indicate that ETIM is an
armed group led by Uyghur militants based in the

Xinjiang Autonomous Region. The Soviet Union
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supported the group by providing training and
weapons. ETIM was officially established in 1993
and later formed connections with international
terrorist organizations. The group has carried out
acts of sabotage in various parts of China. Based
on psychological concepts of terrorism, ETIM’s
activities and behaviors align with terrorist actions.
The United Nations Security Council has officially
listed ETIM as a terrorist organization. However, the
United States removed ETIM from its list of foreign
terrorist organizations through its own authority,
highlighting the absence of a universally agreed-up-
on definition of terrorism. China still insists that
ETIM is a terrorist group, along with many other

countries that agree with this designation.

Keywords: East Turkistan Islamic Movement (ETIM), Uyghur, Terrorism, China, USA
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In the Matter of the Designation of the Eastern Turkistan Islamic Movement Also Know as ETIM as a Terrorist

Organization Pursuant to Section 212(a)(3)B)(vi)Il) of the Immigration and Nationality Act, as Amended.
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