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Abstract

Thisresearchemploysa ‘mixed methodology’
which utilizes both qualitative research and
guantitative research in order to investigate the
nature of the research problem. It reiterates
the significance of the border management of

the special economic zone in Sa Kaeo Province.

The objectives of this research includes 1) to evaluate
the state policies in the border management of the
special economic zone in Sa Kaeo Province
2) to examine the factors which could potentially
contribute to the efficiency of the border
management of the special economic zone in
Sa Kaeo province 3) to examine the role of the
state in managing the efficiency of the special
economic zone in Sa kaeo province 4) to study
the role of the Thai army in the Cambodian-Thai
border in regards to the management of the special
economic zone in Sa Kaeo province through
‘mix methodology’ and quantitative and qualitative
research. The data has been gathered through
discussions held between ‘focus groups’ and
‘in-depth interviews’ as well as questionnaires
conducted by experts and any field officers
involved in the special economic zone in Sa Kaeo
province. Statistical information and its analysis

has also been utilized to form this analysis.

Findings of the research

The special economic zone in Sa Kaeo
province is currently under the management of
the government as well as the local administration
of the Sa Kaeo province. The local governor pre-
dominantly oversees the projects currently being
run in the regions involved. As such, these projects
serve to contribute towards the foundations of
the special economic zone. Numerous difficulties
have been encountered, including changes in
the policies and the details of the projects being
managed from the central administration. These

issues can be tackled through the distribution of
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bureaucratic power to the local field, thus lend-
ing the local administration with more influence
and power to manage and develop projects
independently. Other stakeholders should also
be allowed to assume more prominent roles in
the management of the special economic zone.
Likewise, the profits and roles of the investors and
stakeholders still remain obscure and vague. This
will, in turn, solve any management problems and
alleviate the practical constraints placed upon
the Thai Army being based in the Cambodian-
Thai border and the special economic zone in
Sa Kaeo province. As of now, relations between
Thailand and Cambodia in Sa Kaeo province are
being managed by several agencies within the Thai
Army due to the high security nature of the area
and its proximity with Cambodia. The Ministry of
Defence also has the responsibility of managing
defensive villages amongst the border, tackling
issues regarding explosives and issues of human
trafficking and drugs. Nevertheless, The Ministry of
Interior assumes the greatest role in managing the
special economic zone in Sa Kaeo province, with
the Ministry of Defence and the Thai Royal Army
merely assuming supporting roles and performing

the duties assigned to them.

Keywords : Thai Royal Army, increased efficiency,
holistic security, special economic zone in

Sa Kaeo Province
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