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Abstract

The research, namely, “The Approach for
Promoting Security Cooperation on Non-Traditional
Security among Thailand — Cambodia - Vietnam
within the Southern Economic Corridor (Sa Kaeo

— Phnompenh - Ho Chi Minh)” has primary
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objectives in studying mechanisms and
security cooperation framework within the areas
of Non-Traditional Threats between Thailand and
neighboring countries, including influential factors
involved. The results hopefully are beneficial
to formulations of related policies for the Thai
government, or, possibly other related entities,
especially for those within the Southern Economic
Corridor.

The research show that Non-Traditional
Security Threats (NTS) usually do not only occur
in Thailand alone, but they are quite often
transnational, which involve many countries within
the region, do not rely on the borders. However, in
many cases, there appear to have high impacts on
Thailand. And, it is widely accepted that no single
country can handle these NTS problems solely
nor effectively. Therefore, this research is designed
to find better ways to alleviate the problems.
After the study, it is suggested that the problems
could be handled better with joint efforts among all
parties involved, not just the government, but,
including civilian sectors, Non-Governmental
Organizations, the society, and the people. Also,
there are needs for bilateral security cooperation,
or even enhancing cooperation with other nations
outside ASEAN, if needed. Outside cooperation
may be hugely useful because of existing weaknesses
within the regional ASEAN countries in their
own unsettled border disputes, sovereignty issues,
different systems of governance, and limitations

due to each one’s internal laws.
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The NTS problems found during the study
are illegal migrant workers and illegal entry, drugs,
environmental degradation, human-trafficking, and
taxes evasions for cross-border goods. However,
this study emphasized on the three problems
which are illegal migrant workers, drugs, and
environmental degradation; especially, the efforts
in solving the problems by their processes,
mechanisms, development of cooperation,
and key actors. It is also found, along the route
between Thailand - Cambodia - Vietnam, that
each country views the NTS problems differently
according to one’s own problems and perspectives.
For example, Cambodia worries more about
draught and water-shortages, but, Vietnam worries
more about over-utilizing of water resources from
the Mekong River, also, about influences from
major Super Powers coming into the region.
It is worth noticed that, increasingly, the
problems may have migrated or expanded from
National Security issues to be Human Security
issues. Moreover, Super Powers may increasingly
assert their influences through their economic
policies, effecting people and the regional

countries, in their long-term stability.

Keywords: Security Cooperation Development,
Non-Traditional Security, Thailand - Cambodia -
Vietnam, the connecting route between Sa Kaeo
— Phnompenh - Ho Chi Minh, Southern Economic

Corridor, SEC
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