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Abstract

This research work is on “Cooperation
building approach in countering Non-Traditional
Threats among Thailand-Lao PDR-Myanmar: case
study along within the North-South economic
corridor along the connecting routes between
Chiang Rai-Luang Namtha-Xishuangbanna-
Keng Tung”.

The purposes are to study possible mecha-
nisms and frameworks, along with influencing
factors and environments, for countering Non-
Traditional Threats (NTS) between Thailand
and neighboring countries along the connecting
routes within the North-South economic corridor,
aiming to find practical policy recommendations.

This research uses Mixed Methods Research
Design (Qualitative and Quantitative Research)
by the quantitative research study people living
in Chiang Rai District, Chiang Khong District, Chiang
Saen District, and Mae Sai Districts. The Qualitative
research use specific selection method by select
representatives from agencies that have roles
and responsibilities related to the prevention
and suppression of Non-Traditional threats,
both domestic and international. The reason to
choosing Lao PDR and Myanmar for case study.
Because of the two countries have a contact with
Thailand and pattern of Non-traditional threats is

multinational threats. If Thailand need to solve
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Non-traditional threat in domestic, have to violence
It will require a framework of cooperation, agree-
ments, and policies of neighboring countries,
to integrate against multinational Non-traditional
threats.

The research found that the existing NTS
are usually cross-border in nature, meaning no
single country could handle the problems alone.
However, in some specific cases, Thailand has
been highly effected by the problems. Neighboring
countries may face different problems depending
specific characteristics of the areas. Usually,
only governmental efforts provided are not
sufficient to solve the problems effectively.

The typical problems found during the
research are drugs, illegal workers, illegal immigrants,
destruction of natural resources, illegal businesses,
smuggling goods, and money laundering. But,
this research only scoped down into the main
problems for the region which are drugs, illegal
workers and illegal immigrants, and destruction
of natural resources. The research focused on
mechanisms, processes, cooperation building,
and actors.

It was found during the study trip along the
routes that, for Lao PDR and Myanmar, both viewed
the problems differently from Thailand. Lao PDR
worried more about the expanding influences by
Superpowers into the region. But, for Myanmar,
the country viewed more problems arising from
conflicts with various ethnic minorities than

Thailand’s views. From the study trip, the data also

o1saisanioudsimsidovnuds:ina &
NATIONAL DEFENCE STUDIES INSTITUTE JOURNAL 9

implied that national security problems may also
increasingly negate human security problems,
in some areas. In addition, Superpowers’ expanding
influences by their economic policies can effect
long-term stability and well-being of the people.

The concluded recommendations from
this research are for all countries to have roughly
equal capacities in dealing with NTS issues, and
to share similar views of the NTS problems in
order to have the same starting point to build
cooperation within the connecting routes within

the North-South economic corridor.

Keywords: Cooperation building, Non-Traditional
Threats, NSEC, North-South Economic Corridor
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