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Abstract

The primary objective of this thesis is to
study a history and usage of Thailand’s royal
regalia specifically on umbrellas of state, occupied
in a royal ceremony and also a traditional
performance called “Khon”. The research focuses

on Khon’s dance gestures and patterns; both

as an individual and a group, in a presence of
the specified royal objects. Additionally, the
study is conducted by using a qualitative research
process obtaining information from relevant books
and previous researches, interviewing subject
matter experts, observing and taking pictures.

The research illustrates a long history
of Thailand’s royal regalia which symbolizes
prestige of a king and royal family’s members.
The umbrellas of state are deliberately used in
precise patterns. They consists of 8 items; a seven-
tiered umbrella (Chatra), a five-tiered umbrella,
a three-tiered wide span umbrella (Chumsai),
sunshades (Bangsoon and Bangsaek), a whip of yak
hair (Chamorn), a long-handled umbrella (Klod),
and a palm leaf fan (Phatbok). Furthermore, they
can be categorized into 2 groups; golden silk-
weaved umbrellas (Hakthongkwang) and carved-
colored paper-patched umbrellas (Thongpaeluad).
Each item is placed in a designated position in
a formation of a royal travel.

The umbrellas of state occupied in Khon
resemble what are used in a royal ceremony.
However, there are changes in materials, sizes and
practices. In a group performance of Khon, especially
in “Khon Na Chor” episode called “the Parade of
the Disguised Indra”, 6 types of the royal objects
are employed; including a seven-tiered umbrella,
a five-tiered umbrella, Chumsai, Bangsoon,
Bangsaek or Chamorn, and Phatbok. However,
the number of these royal items may be varied

due to many performing factors. Additionally,
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three particular dance gestures are displayed
in the performance; marching, step touch, and
normal walking.

On the other hand, in the individual per-
formance “Khon Na Chor” episode called
“Inspection of Army (Giant)”, Act 3, only 1 royal
item is presented-Klod. A carrier of this Klod
may dance similarly to or differently from the
army commander character, depending on
circumstances. However, the carrier has to dance
relevantly to this main actor’s gestures.

Notably, the unique requirement for the
umbrellas of state’s carriers in Khon group
performances is that all the carriers must have
approximately the same height. Contradictorily,
the lone umbrellas of state’s carrier in Khon
individual routines is required to be trained in
the similar way as the actor who obtains the

army commander role.

Keywords: Royal Regalia, Umbrellas of State, Khon
Na Chor, Klod
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