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Decriminalization of Drugs: A Case of Medical Uses of Cannabis
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Abstract

Cannabis is a traditional plant that was mentioned in the Ayutthaya court’s traditional medical texts
till traceable in the historical records of this period. In later times cannabis was designated as an illegal drug,
whose use was punishable under the law in many countries, (including Thailand). The reason for the
prohibition of cannabis is that it contains psychotropic substances, which can be used in combination with
other substances to produce narcotics or other dangerous drugs causing many harmful effects. Thailand’s
policy of strict narcotics prohibition and suppression has completely precluded the use of cannabis for
medical treatment and research, whereas many other countries in the world have recognized the medical
value of cannabis and successfully adopted decriminalization measures for the use of cannabis. In Thailand,
the use of cannabis still remains completely prohibited. This article aims to point out the problems arising
from the country’s too rigid legal measures, which are no longer suited to the current situation. It urges an
amendment of the Narcotics Act B.E. 2522 and further suggests that the decriminalization of the use of

cannabis for medical purposes be adopted.

Keywords: drugs, cannabis, decriminalization of drugs, medicinal cannabis
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3 w9t laun (1) nsfnwdfaansigangunae (normative science) wianedia n1sAnwunUayeiuis

nquineaednualsnusiigaadulddiduidiausuaiiaraiseddyedidlsthe luuiunvesngmane

¥ 9asy \e35eryne (n 3) 41

2 sl fusazenn, ‘suuvumslatigmenandnFouiisuguualoueiimsandy’ (2561) 2 msanssssumans, 3.
2 ailafle A3tden ‘nuUszgAvImsiFesiarmanisunmg (Medical Cannabis) funguane: anenaniage1inwlse’
(psAmaLndunssuuazauzifmansyaInsaimIneae, 18-19 gaiau 2561)
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a d’( a = IJ v 1
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2. wnAnnsaaneumulue1vyInsuTeILania (decriminalization) d11na1uInmegLEn#Hn
UAZOIVYINTINWAIEANUTZY1¥R (The United Nations Office on Drug and Crime: UNODC) lalaniiey
Y9915 UAIILTUDITYINTTUI WU188e “AszurunIsiUAsunUaimianguune Welinisnszin
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3. wwrfan1syilvigianenaniinlidesfulnunieg (depenalization) Wwifaliuesin n1sian
gnanfndsdiolnlumnuineig wiaghifinnsuilnedranuildlunisadng sglidesnsliganldsulny
WU INTIELTe widemadinsUeduldinwegiludnuugdued laun mMsusu nmsduiinUseTa

o w L3 I 1% 24
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4. winAensyilinisianeandnliiangmane (legalization) wwifnliuesdn nsnseyinuIsed1ei
a v (Y] a a P 1 [~ a a 1 a
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2 Jusisia lvesasned, ‘A1saaneunnudueivyinssuvesaneanio: nstdnwulguiguazuinsnisniadenly
AaUsEmA’ (2558) 3 13a13NT5HBe NSUTMSIaENgMINY 213, 216-217.

 United Nations Office on Drug and Crime, Handbook of basic principals promising practices on Alternative to
Imprisonment (2007) UNODC, 13.

% ad1 §asU3a, ‘nsldumsnismadenduununisadneneeigluanuiaferfuenania’ @dhnuauenssunis
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wazdasanyy daurlu a.a. 1970 dn1seensyUnaiAansniuau (Controlled Substances Act) U1LNU
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Fauiiin wutnssnwdeans CeD vilianenisiafssanmsviiedivide dwaliiaunndiadiftu
wonani Sefinsdlves Sophie Ryan 3a.8ulsa Optic Pathway Glioma Brain Tumor Wuinns$nwndaeans
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% guvisiiay Tuedhsmad (n 22) 217.

% 3des AsAtania, ‘MenuasUnanisUszypinns Fes meidoussianansatniyvuasiyrmmansunmdiiions
faunUsene’ (psdnsndunssuuazanfadotieTuil 8-9 nuniiug 2561)
<http://www.gpo.or.th/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=IfSuh 2BT-FA%3d&tabid=388&mid= 1186&language=th-TH> &uAl
Fufi 20 weun1AY 2561

2l aw%’gaLaﬁmﬁﬂ'ﬁL‘USzJuLmaqamumaaﬁaﬂm%’:ﬂmﬁu A.A. 1951 ieannounsaldean Marjuana Tax Act vilviian
gnmuaulasdguranas Jehldnslitysimunlulssmaioduanufinoig suinnisteduanainaunswnmg
913U (American Medical Association) Inglianuiiiuin Lifudngrumdvinsiindefieidyyilussunsouas
nseenngunevnlifyrenaiuguassalunsiuaiiitemusslonivesiyumensumdlusuian

% A5 AsAtania (n 26) 14,

# yruw aaugle, wudmi Soziina uazadnm quduund, sreeumsIsaenarsulevieuasnssnmstymsys: nsddny)

UssimAeangwiazUseimaansgoisng (A¥aalinisdnisiiud 2559) 41.
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1. msldffyruitotnguszasdlunisnisunmdifisasinduildudsgnnguuns (egalization of
Marijuana solely for medical purposes)

[ «

2. nmsaaneuntiuetvgyinssuvesnsldie gy iiien1sdunuinis (decriminalization of
recreational use of Marijuana)

3. mstmuslvinislifuiyyuiensdununindudagnngmane (egalization of recreational use
of Marijuana)

4. masfluadvsoadmiunslifuiguiiiensdununns uagnslifuiyuiioTnguszasd
Tumsnisuwnel (criminal prosecution of recreational and medical use of Marijuana)

5.2 @%W31Y018UNINT

anrenandnsiiniseygelildiys o tagusrassmamaunmgindaus a.e. 1999 Tnganiquung
Iefdouupilimsléfyuiduluionsinumuiiumddasinty uissunafdadiniseygalivhmsfing

[ a va | Y

Welweaomsadtdnigesun’t udlunsysudygainamenisldenlunisiin (Misuse of Drugs Act 1971)

4
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. =3 I3 o A [l [ [ [ v . @ a 1
wonans Sativex Feluansannnedludyy eenandyyn Inediaslians Sativex Wugiandalungy B
Wueaiuiyysiely uieygmliunmdaiunsaddlduidananils lnadesuniuanudsses wasinduns
anansanseunsaariteelalnefesszydegUieluludieiasianiaseunseenls uazseuly a.e. 2013
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Tutlagtu wiieiynaglilasunmseensulildlunisindasnulsalsveumenguanely  ans1w
91an¥ns msedlusifiesans sativex Sudundndasiildunniyyvindy AlFsuoygeliunnddsldle
melditeulunisidanfionafanainafes uians Sativex Adeiduenfindnaindywn wagldsunisusedild
Tuansiverandnsléd Fseraenldindusnnsnisnmsanneuanudueivyinssuvesiywiegimis win
firsandsUsylonifiagldsunnnseugialilgn uastuifodioldlunisinulsaturanssnufiasioty
mﬂmaawﬂmﬁImaé’mmmﬁwﬁu%wﬁlaw Yy laianuduiusivannsnisaaneunuiuevyinssu

Y [ [
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*ibid 46.
*1ibid 30.
2 ibid 31.
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5.3 UsznAdu 9

dnsunslddganlunianisunngvesussimanauiniiy wildnssUyaRotanin a.a. 1923

3 ]

wa 1

(The Narcotics Drugs Act 1923) ladyaAan nmstiersesdguidiolduauie deurladinisudlunguanely

A.7. 2001 Tmen1saaneunutuesyinssuveaiyeIas wagmvualinisidnantunsnisumeldid

va o

Anuie waglulagdunisldiyvivesUsemawauinazegnels SyunaAnayen a.a. 2018 (The Cannabis

o) o

£

Act 2018) M3 ANNIAT 139 (D) FedydfRlisgdesimunngszidevlunisaiuaunszuiunisuan
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nswdn Msld wagnsdadmiefyviieysylevniniamsunmg sudunsanrnuitunalunisaiuem
fywas dlstheldsuougmanuwndanmsatedyldaniuneshluildsveygn fauuuldn
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nswng wagdianunsammunliuanalandaigyyvansuglinauedaneg
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TAgSUAILA A.A. 1925 naeaniusenanie 9 lasinasunlusydyguatiierduiluiazeianin

aa v

Wiy 9 (Geneva Convention on Opium and Other Drugs 1925) wmammmaumﬂwmmmﬁwﬁ’zysm
wlfifleTngusrasdmensunmdviodioineimansld nssduinu Suisosawaidendutseniainunis
Yndrialeediavin Fufadedandivesnasnmnenguunglunisaiunuiyansenitassma vlisguna

paawsaefowndullasunlusydyny iuiassnaninviindudenand eatvayulaiinisldiyyinig

s

nswnng laglu a.a. 2016 eeawmsidglausemalildigasnvlsamamsunmdlagndeswmunguanenigla

Y]

e
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v Liien1sunng A.d. 2016 (The Medical Cannabis Act 2016) Man1sUgn MsuEn wagnsly

>

= gt

¥ weanzlunansunnduintu nguinedilidalonalildigunlaeeas vsoetunuinisia®
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weNNU The Medical Cannabis Act 2016 dinseugnlilgnituiauilaeilingussasdiounluly

Wugrsnelsanienisunnd wazUgniiioinluduainddeareiugiiioinlulduenld lnedugnazded

Y a

luaugauazldisnisugnmundninasinnguuieivue diulunisude gudnazaeiiluaygyinlunis
WNEUgn Wadeadliinsg UM InanlulLAardYINTEUINNSINEUN LaENISHARMTUVANINANTIN MY
Amua wagdwsunisimuigarunsailaianiziieldlunisnisunmduing lnegdmiigazdedasy

TuantINMUNSNNAITIN UUNEAUAG LY UL

* ibid 32.

mg%m 5@®Lﬁ]i€U i’]EN’mﬁS‘UNaﬂ’ﬁ‘Ui Y Eialakeb LiEN ﬂ"li?‘i]ﬂLLauWGlJu’lﬂﬂiﬁﬂﬂﬂiU‘U’lLLa uiy)‘ZNVlNﬂ’l'iLLW‘VIEjLﬁE]ﬂ’]ﬁ
NaUseina’ (aﬂﬂﬂﬁimﬁsﬁﬂiiuLLaSﬂ’]ﬂLﬂi’eﬁﬂEJ’l‘Lm 8-9 Qumwuq 2561) 38
<http://www.gpo.or.th/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=IfSuh2 BT-FA%3 d&tabid=38 8 &mid= 1 186 &language=th-TH> UAU
Fuil 20 wqunnew 2561
* ibid 38.
* ibid.
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*"ibid 40.

* ibid.
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