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Necessity to Control Sanatorium Advertisements
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ABSTRACT

This paper aims to investigate the concepts of advertisements for sanatoriums in Thailand, as
well as to identify problems and obstacles arising from the control of such advertisements. The
Sanatoriums Act B.E. 2541 (1998) and its Amendments stipulate that an advertisement for sanatoriums
requires an approval by the Committee on Sanatoriums before publication with own expenses. The
restrictions on sanatorium advertisements from the approval, the committee and the expense
systems could obstruct the liberty to operate business or carry on occupations, including free and
fair competition. These conditions under the Act might be unnecessary, inconvenient and
burdensome, particularly for Sanatorium Type 1, whose information is general and beneficial to the
public. According to Section 77 of the Constitution of Thailand B.E. 2560 (2017), it is stipulated that
the State should introduce laws only to the extent of necessity, and repeal or revise laws that are no
longer necessary or unsuitable to the circumstances, or are obstacles to livelihoods or engagement
in occupations, without delay, so as to abstain from the imposition of burdens upon the public. The

approval and committee systems of sanatorium advertisements seem to contradict Section 77 above.

Keywords: Sanatorium advertisement, Freedom of advertisement, Restrictions on business operations

and occupations, Free and fair competition
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