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(Information Used by Monk Teachers at Royal Temples

in Giving Instruction in Phra Pariyatta Dhamma)
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ABSTRACT

In this thesis, the researcher examines (1) the information used by monk teachers
at royal temples giving instruction in Phra Pariyatta Dhamma (“the learning of revered
doctrine”). Furthermore, the researcher investigates (2) problems encountered by these
monks in carrying out said instruction. Finally, in addition, the researcher compares (3) the
information literacy of these monks as revealed in their use of information in the course
of instruction.

Using the method of stratified random sampling, the researcher selected a sample
population of 169 monks from a research population of 300 monks giving instruction in
Phra Pariyatta Dhamma.

A questionnaire was used as a research instrument for collecting data. Using
techniques of descriptive statistics, the researcher analyzed the data collected in terms of
percentage, mean and standard deviation. In addition, the researcher employed the F-test
technique and the least significant difference (LSD) multiple comparison method.

Findings are as follows:
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1. The majority of monk teachers under study used general bookstores. Next in

descending order was the Chulalongkorn University Supplementary Book Center (Chula
Bannakhan Book Center) and thence temple libraries or temple book centers. The
majority of the monk teachers obtained information from reading books. Next in
descending order they searched for information on the Internet and read newspapers.
In being recipients of information on religion, they viewed televised Dhamma programs.
Next in descending order as recipients of information, they were members of the Dhamma
Fan Page on Facebook, listened to Dhamma radio programs, and accessed temple
websites.

2. These monk teachers encountered problems and obstacles in the use of
information overall at a moderate level. The item with the highest mean was their position
as monks made it inconvenient to access information resources. Next in descending order
were the facts that the information they received was incomplete, the contents did not
match their needs, and the information needed was insufficient.

3. The monk teachers who differed in the demographical characteristics of age,
number of years serving in the monkhood, and the level of Buddhist theological study
failed to display concomitant differences in information literacy overall and in all aspects.
However, it was found that monk teachers who differed in the demographical
characteristic of secular educational level evinced parallel differences in information
literacy overall at the statistically significant level of .05.

4. The monk teachers who differed in the demographical characteristics of age,
number of years serving in the monkhood, level of Buddhist theological study, and secular
educational level did not overall exhibit corresponding differences in the problems and

obstacles encountered in the use of information.

Key word: the information used, the information literacy, problems encountered, Phra

Pariyatta Dhamma, royal temples
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