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Abstract

This research aimed to: 1) examine the occupational trading conditions and social context
of the Muser hill tribe; 2) investigate the development of trading occupations to enhance their
quality of life; and 3) propose guidelines for trade and community economic development to
improve the quality of life of the Muser hill tribe in Tak Province. This study employed a qualitative
research design. Data were collected in Muser hill tribe villages located in Mae Sot District and
Mueang Tak District, Tak Province. A total of 37 key informants were selected through purposive
sampling. The primary research instrument was a semi-structured interview form. Data were
analyzed using content analysis in conjunction with contextual interpretation of the community’s
social and cultural backeround.

The findings revealed that: 1) The primary trading occupations of the Muser hill tribe involve
the production and direct sale of highland agricultural products, including vegetables, fruits, and
temperate crops, to consumers. Some products are also sourced from other areas for resale.
Socially, the Muser community is divided into Black Muser and Red Muser groups. Although their
way of life has progressively adapted to modern socio-economic changes, their cultural identity,
traditions, attitudes, and values remain closely tied to highland agriculture. 2) The development
of trading occupations has significantly improved. Marketing processes have evolved to better
respond to consumer needs, with strategic marketing approaches emphasizing customer value
and integrated marketing planning. Key strengths include high-quality, fresh, distinctive, chemical-
free agricultural products offered at reasonable prices. These factors have enhanced the
reputation of Muser markets, increased income levels, and positively impacted overall quality of
life. 3) Development recommendations include the introduction of modern agricultural
technologies to improve production efficiency and output, infrastructure improvements within
market areas to facilitate convenient mobility, and the provision of training and knowledge in
modern and digital marketing by relevant agencies to strengthen sustainable community economic
development.
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