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Abstract

This study, Revolutionary Songs: Revolution through the Musical Culture of the Communist
Party of Thailand, aims to examine the language, ideological foundations, and cultural elements
embedded in revolutionary songs as instruments of political communication and strategic
mobilization. The analytical framework focuses on three principal dimensions: (1) political ideology
and core thematic content; (2) the incorporation of folk cultural traditions; and (3) the conventions
of revolutionary songs, including language use, rhythm and melody, emotional expression, and
symbolic representation. This research adopts a qualitative approach, employing documentary
research and content analysis. The population consists of revolutionary songs produced and
disseminated by the Communist Party of Thailand during the Cold War period. Purposive sampling
was used to select songs that were widely circulated and historically referenced. Research
instruments included structured data recording forms and a critical discourse analysis framework.
Data were analyzed through thematic content analysis and cultural interpretation.

The findings reveal that revolutionary songs functioned as a public communicative arena in
which ideological contestation occurred among the Party, the state, and the masses. The songs
articulated Marxist ideology, notions of liberation, and anti-American imperialism, reflecting
broader Cold War ideological conflicts. Their content constructed legitimacy and a heroic image
for the Party, narrated socio-economic and political histories, and critiqued existing state structures
to justify revolutionary action. Moreover, revolutionary songs integrated regional folk languages
and cultural traditions, enabling localized identification and mass engagement. In terms of
convention, revolutionary songs employed powerful political language oriented toward collective
rather than personal emotion. Acceptable linguistic and emotional expressions were regulated to
align with revolutionary objectives. The songs generated counter-discourses to challenge state-
defined meanings, often structured around binary oppositions. Notably, utopian imagination
aspirations toward an ideal society were the only sanctioned form of fantasy within the repertoire.
In conclusion, the Communist Party of Thailand strategically utilized musical culture as a political
instrument to contest state power, constituting a systematic form of revolution through song in
both linguistic and cultural dimensions.
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