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Abstract

The notion of reclusion in the Zhuangzi is often presented as a withdrawal from the political
and social sphere. However, Wang Bo remarks about the possibility of reclusion within
society. He proposes that the reclusion, which is a response intended to solve the tensions
in Confucian’s reclusion, is possible by radically divide body from mind. | agree with Wang
Bo about having the notion of reclusion within society in Zhuangzi. However, | propose that
Zhuangzi does not directly respond to the notion of reclusion in Confucian philosophy.
Instead, it is implied from the critique on the notion about self of the Confucian philosophy.
Moreover, Zhuangzi philosophy shifts the meaning of reclusion from a withdrawal from the
political sphere for retaining the self, which is constrained to values and utilities of the social,
to the reclusion within society for exercising and retaining the individuality of self which
possible by blurring and hiding one’s self from constraining with the values Confucian

philosophy upholds.
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