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Abstract

Jacques Derrida proposes a paradox within the notion of forgiveness, suggesting that
forgiveness forgives only the unforgivable. This paradox expands the horizons of
understanding the ethics of forgiveness while simultaneously making its implementation

in political contexts challenging. This article aims to elucidate the paradox in Derrida’s
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notion of forgiveness and offer critiques to highlight the difficulties in applying Derrida's

forgiveness for the reconciliation of societal conflicts.
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“The quality of mercy is not strained. It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven Upon
the place beneath...And earthly power doth then show likest God’s When mercy

seasons justice. (Shakespeare, 2014, p. 174-182)
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