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Abstract

Collective intentionality is a key concept in understanding social reality and group
phenomena. It refers to the mental capacity of individuals to direct and relate to objects,
states of affairs, propositions, or goals as a ‘group’ (we). This paper examines the
concept of joint intentional action, a specific issue within the broader debate on collective
intentionality, which is a central topic in social ontology, the philosophy of mind, and the
philosophy of action. Traditional accounts of joint intentional action can be categorized
into three main approaches: Michael Bratman’s content account, Margaret Gilbert’s
subject account, and John Searle’s mode account. This paper argues that all three
approaches face certain theoretical challenges: the first two encounter the circularity
problem, while the third, due to its internalist perspective, lacks an adequate relational
dimension in its understanding of collective intentionality. As an alternative, this paper
draws on George Herbert Mead’s notion of the social self to provide a more
comprehensive explanation of joint intentional action that avoids these issues and better

accounts for the phenomenon.
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