Journal of the Philosophy and Religion Society of Thailand
Vol. 19, No. 1, (January — June 2025)

71078 TOPOI : hannsaaiiniuin1ssons lugusnunisllyg
ataraxia M8 1AN131119 % YaINLwN A Prohairesis 2adlaNALENE'
On TOPOI : The Three Areas of Study as the Path to Ataraxia under

Epictetus’s Prohairesis

o/ A9
IINA NTIUA

Rutapol Petchbordee®

[Received: 19/05/2025 Revised: 21/05/2025 Accepted: 22/05/2025]

- 1
Ny
nqllu =3 a 1 =3 o AI cll A 1 ‘ %
unauiIAnBIumIAe aganany MudinalnnsnuaesdanGendy wannsaa
¥ { ' (% " A IS o o
WWNUWINITIT8U3 (The Three Areas of Study) 38 ‘topoi Taidunanniiniangulizg
muldlassasulunat Prohairesis NlawalsnadaIndwnInszuInnshazitnnanaNaziimg
v o & @ VA, A = & o & Aa & .
aupd A fs ‘Aanusiaurla’ wie ataraxia Seflanuzidudaihdszasdniaiumant (ethical
' o o @ a & oA & oA a v & o @
purpose) wiidsTdminalada 49 topoi nIaNUALHINITEUINIENY (awday) Usznay’d
9 st . . e a X A a P & \
8 1% topos : ‘orexis / ekklisis’ — WIBNUNUKINTRBUINAIALTEIUIz I TIIDWANE
2 da R R ‘ LA XA, 2 wd e
FINALAAINTIRINTIIE 2 topos : *horme / aphorme’ — RIaNUNURINTRIUINBIALTED Y
o v o o A \ o 2 A {
azfmuausipslalumsliuiianzminseifivainsauglannmouanuazadafiadaussgalafiaz
naizduminzyin limanzauglannisuan uaz 37 topos : ‘synkatathesis’ — #3aNUNURINT

a vl

Lmug'ﬂaaﬁﬂs:mm:ﬁnmmam%’mﬁaﬁuﬁufaﬁgﬂq@ﬁﬂ ﬂﬁmm@;m 289 L3NONN UNANTEI

v
A v a

A ) a ) rd P S a ol '
NNUDNIIAU Y IENITLALINLNITAANNLABEIIVDY 3 topos (%38W%7]LL%\1T]']3L5£]%37]&’]3J) 1M

Re

=

Annigsnsarduswinnaldszuulirgresedasiaiianiizanadawudimiannyld

RULRARNNA LhAALAIWIa M a1y

q

A& bmu: topoi, Prohairesis, orexis, ekklisis, horme, aphorme, synkatathesis

"unanuiidudiunievesinnfinuqujimdases ieAananuuwidalnsasds madmdig aue
SNHIFNEGT IWIAINTAWMIING AL
2 iFnszduquiindia Madndizg anzdnsimans IwaInsoiumingay

3 PhD Student, Department of Philosophy Faculty of Art Chulalongkorn University

© The Author(s). Published by The Philosophy and Religion Society of Thailand

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non-Commercial 4.0 International License.



Abstract

The paper surveys concepts, purpose, and mechanisms of ‘The Three Areas of Study’ or
‘topor’. According to Epictetus, the topoi, as the theory which is structured under the notion
of Prohairesis as well as the Stoic ethical purpose, is believed to be both means and
ends which could lead humans to the state of the ‘tranquility of the mind’ or ‘ataraxia’.
The three areas respectively include the 1% topos : ‘orexis / ekklisis’ — or the area that
the subject has to pay attention to what is called desire and aversion. The 2 topos :
‘horme / aphorme — or the area that the subject has to follow the motive which brings
about appropriate actions and ignore the one which brings about inappropriate actions.
Lastly the 3" topos : ‘synkatathesis’ — or the area that the subject must accept and assert
the final conclusion with reason. Nevertheless, the paper still leaves the questions on the
3" topos (or the third area of study) whether it may somehow cause any contradictions

or give unreasonable explanations within itself.
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