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The Aspects of Goldman’s Veritistic Value

from Considering Some Social Epistemological Problems about the Internet
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Alvin Goldman proposes his veritistic approach to consider issues in social
epistemology. Veritistic social epistemology, according to Goldman, is a discipline

that evaluates practices by their causal contributions to knowledge or error. For
Goldman, the word "knowledge" is understood as knowledge in the weak sense that
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means “true belief". He claims that “true belief” has a fundamental veritistic value,
and practices have an instrumental veritistic value insofar as they promote the
acquisition of fundamental veritistic value. This article has an objective to make
further remarks on Goldman’s account of veritistic value by considering issues in
social epistemology concerning the internet network. That is to say, according to my
research on Wikipedia, anonymity and informational privacy, | agree with Goldman
that “true belief” has a fundamental veritistic value. However, | found two other values
apart from those that Goldman identifies. The first one is “reasonable belief” and the
second one is “belief in respecting other’s informational privacy.” “Reasonable belief”
has an instrumental veritistic value, but “belief in respecting other’s informational
privacy” has a fundamental value as “true belief.”
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2 4

finnsesurelaelnasuuudeddunantefiuriase (veritistic approach) fiearug1aine
BedsmnsniiingUszaoiioUssiiundoasnsanasgiulndianuianinniiiezussenensonsuie
oM Antu nanaRe “cng:u‘iﬂnml,’ﬁoﬁ\‘iﬂuﬁl,m”ﬁa” zaslnamunwazisziinianssnludedoansg 9
ieginfinansznusarnadefifvesmisanudendwmfiaednels sansngeazdeniadialam
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Reading, eds. Alvin |. Goldman, and Dennis Whitcomb, (Oxford: Oxford University Press 2011 ) pp.
14-20.
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In this article, a concept of value pluralism and principles for liberal-democratic social
organization according to Isaiah Berlin and John Rawls are investigated. An analysis

shows that their proposals suffer from internal and external limitations and, therefore,
cannot offer a complete solution for the liberal-democratic society with its plurality of
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values. Berlin's theory of value pluralism contains internal inconsistencies stemming
from his concept of individual as the source of value, and related concepts of
rationality and relativity of values. His concept of negative liberty provides no space
for other values indispensable for the liberal-demaocratic society e.g. equality, justice
and political participation. Meanwhile, Rawls' proposals are incapable of allocating
sufficient space for the value of good life. This article argues that Thomas Scanlon's
concepts of reason and reflective equilibrium can deal with the inconsistencies in
Berlin's theory and, at the same time, enable the value of liberty to co-exist with other
values, especially the value of good life in Rawls' theory of a just society, that
contradict it at the superficial level.
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Kant. The Critique of Pure Reason. 1781/1787, Section A, pp. 84-130 L8 g Section B, pp. 116-
169

'" |saiah Berlin. “Two Concepts of Liberty,” pp. 153-154, 158

'8 E. F. Carritt. The Theory of Morals, pp. 41-2, 50-1

'9 |saiah Berlin. “Two Concepts of Liberty,” pp. 153-154 @Lﬁmﬁu John Stuart Mill. On
Liberty. (Oxford: Penguin Books 1974), ch. 2, pp. 119-140

2% |saiah Berlin. “Two Concepts of Liberty,” pp. 134, 158

&' |saiah Berlin. “From Fear and Hope Set Free”, in Concepts and Categories: Philosophical
Essays. (London, Hogarth Press 1978), pp. 173-198; @LﬁINLﬁN Isaiah Berlin. “Herzen and Bakunin
on Individual Liberty, in Russian Thinkers. (London: Penguin Books, 1978), pp. 105, 108-9
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2% |saiah Berlin. “Some Procrustations”, in Oxford Outlook (1 O) 1930, pp. 491-450 Available
at http://berlin.wolf.ox.ac.uk/:

&% |saiah Berlin. “Literature and the Crisis”, 1935 in Times Literary Supplement (27 July
2001 ) pp. 11-12. Available at http://berlin.wolf.ox.ac.uk/:

&% |saiah Berlin. “Literature and the Crisis”, pp. 11-12
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2% |saiah Berlin. “The Concept of Scientific History”, 1978 in Concepts and Categories, edited
by Henry Hardy (London: The Hogarth Press), pp. 103-142

&7 |saiah Berlin. “Literature and the Crisis”, pp. 11-12
8 |saiah Berlin. Communism, Democracy and the Individual. 1949. Available at
http://berlin.wolf.ox.ac.uk/lists/nachlass/demcomind.pdf

2% |saiah Berlin. “Hume Notes,” Available at http://berlin.wolf.ox.ac.uk/:

% |saiah Berlin. “Hume Notes”, ibid
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gnunsawnlugnisnssvinadraniteld g R Jay Wallace. “’Practical Reason,” in The Stanford
Encyclopedia of Philosophy, edited by Edward N. Zalta, 2008. available at http://plato.stanford.edu/

entries/practical-reason/
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%% Bernard Williams. “Internal and External Reasons” in Moral Luck (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press 1981), pp. 101-113; @Lﬁmﬁu R. Jay Wallace. “Practical Reason”

%5 Bernard Williams. “Internal and External Reasons,” pp. 111-113
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Isaiah Berlin. “Utilitarianism”. Unpublished Paper. 1937. Available at http://berlin.wolf.

ox.ac.uk/lits/nachlass/utilitarianism.pdf.
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4% |saiah Berlin. Communism, Democracy and the Individual, pp. 17-19

*" Isaiah Berlin. Political Ideals in the Twentieth Century,” in Liberty, pp. 78-79

*2 W. D. Ross. The Right and the Good, pp. 23-24

*S |saiah Berlin. The Crook Timber of Humanity. Eds. Henry Hardy. (Princeton: Princeton
University Press 1997); Isaiah Berlin. “Herzen and Bakunin on Individual Liberty, in Russian Thinkers.
(London: Penguin Books, 1978/2008), pp. 105, 108-9

** Ross. The Right and the Good, p. 25
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*® |saiah Berlin. Communism, Democracy and the Individual.

“® |saiah Berlin. Isaiah Berlin Papers, p. 12-13, 21, 34
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L@uLﬂWﬁNﬂﬂﬁﬁzla\‘m'liﬂi:ﬁ’lv[ﬁ@ Michael Ignatieff, Isaiah Berlin: A Life (New York: Metropolitan
Books 1998) pp. 35, 56-57
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*® Charles Taylor. Sources of the Self. (Cambridge, Mass. Cambridge University Press 1989)
p.4

*® Charles Taylor. Sources of the Self, p. 27

% Charles Taylor. Sources of the Self, pp. 9, 26-27, 41

®! Charles Taylor. Sources of the Self, ibid.
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%2 Charles Taylor. Sources of the Self, pp. 17, 20

%3 Charles Taylor. Sources of the Self, pp. 495, 498, 499, 516
®* Charles Taylor. Sources of the Self, pp. 504-505

% Charles Taylor. Sources of the Self, p. 511

% Charles Taylor. Sources of the Self, Ch. 3, ch. 25
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®" Charles Taylor. Sources of the Self, p. 517

%8 |saiah Berlin. Political Idea in the Romantic Age, edited by Henry Hardy (London: Chatto &
Windus 2006/1951-1952) pp. 3-4

% |saiah Berlin. “Two Concepts of Liberty,” pp. 169-170
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®% |saiah Berlin. “Two Concepts of Liberty,” pp. 158, 134

®! |saiah Berlin. “Two Concepts of Liberty,” pp. 208-210

®2 |saiah Berlin “Two Concepts of Liberty,” ibid.

%% Berlin. Two Concepts of Liberty,” p. xlix, n. 1

% Herbert Spencer. “The New Toryism” in The Man Versus the State, edited by Eric Mack.
(Indianapolis: Liberty Classics 1981) p. 5

% John Stuart Mill. On Liberty, ch. 2, pp. 119-140
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o6 E]w'l\‘is[% L.T. Hobhouse, Liberalism. (New York: Oxford University Press 1964), p. 5
7 T. H. Green. “On the different senses of “freedom” as applied to will and the moral progress

of man”, in Works of T. H. Green, edited by R. L. Nettleship, Vol. 2 (London: Longmans, Green & Co

N3FsERNIANUSTE LAz AEwIuIUsznAlne U0 9 auufi 1 (AwiAn 2557). m




Wy RN AUAINUTIaRe TN FULUL: Togsi loews
a1 wasdn 10vu soad uaslnald auAuaa

UszianaaonInAatdinwaianinnanangunasemsiduwaininluwglaacnis
ﬂamﬂ&iaa‘lﬁukwﬁnnﬂu"[,m”ﬁé"mwasi’mvi’nﬁsmﬁ’%élumﬁﬁ'lﬂiz‘[ﬂﬁﬂﬁuridamm 79
@ v a ' o a 68 & a vd @ Y o = I o |
waneiesaslulnaiinndt id§armdoay °° AnSuuazgniAnvarenuiaudniinilug
HAANSNHIRILTIZIENzNIgnaenUsIFaINg I wIasasasiuwIgss “Hiaiain” Tunns
WA 1ie1efigasaensateseunn twslidlastirulviansosnnasindyyn
a1 & 69 ..d o d s ”d' LY 'Y a do o o d o
1719 °° nIamagidennn “fa3nn” Nezlddinnialaniadenndiininzetosain
JanflazanAaABINIs2asnnacldinaatoengn ° auziReInwaasan uNARAAN
(Gerald C. MacCullum) Twe1itFeaniiiatl 1967 31A1zAIALABINLESAINA DS
29AUSZNOUNILEIUIN (LauNnTFuiana) uazadAlsznouldsay (LawNluasauiane) og
aeluwnluidiideinn thosannidSninainul1eds (freedom from) el s lime
ANANNEIDLEININADHIUN9ES (freedom to) Beluaa 7'
UNANNUATAEUAININNTY uazuNARAaN asnnindawawaiias ta5am
o ca o a1 v e v @ a do @ & a
WAy gasiuasaningunisnidieiugiiisdaiisasendiAgusenisnitedn wasainlu
ANNUANEI09NSITuEASzaINNNSgALNIALT TeRuLazAiniwanaewanibilnkanly
drAgAznalaladimsunisuarsmigua ludingaslanyarasdisls uazunuinila
Y] a o Y~ a a d ca 0He o @ Y]
IANAUNWLAFIY (A5AIWTIUIN DT WLETAINATRANLUDS AW LATIALABLAII1D1D
Unlulaluusunzasdomniiants Audazdoasalviiauaawsidouan du n13ussg
ANEATNALYIAS9209m1La9 N5 WI8AWES ANNLENNTA wenauldlaiA1swluans
a & & o | o o YN~ =
3N mauiugIuesslalanyanafiazsuasrnIAuAIAINIRwUIIS0W e lriFEwUssihn
Wdmandn galvanaidn nansnlugnigadnluaiaing Iwniinguginsaniaguse

1893), pp. 51-52 @L‘ﬁmﬁu T. H. Green, The Prolegomena to Ethics, edited by A. C. Bradley (Oxford,
Clarendon Press, 4™ Edition 1889); T. H. Green. Lectures on the Principles of Political Obligation and
Other Essays, edited by Paul Harris and John Morrow (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 1986)

8 T. H. Green. “On the different senses of “freedom” as applied to will and the moral progress
of man,” pp. 51-53

°? Hobhouse. Liberalism, p. 5-6

7 John Gray. “On Negative and Positive Liberty”, in Political Studies Vol. xxviii, no. 4, 1980,
pp. 520-521

"' G. C. MacCallum Jr. “Negative and Positive Freedom”. In Philosophical Review 76. 1967,

pp. 312-34
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* Jean-Jacques Rousseau. The Social Contract and Discourses, translated with introduction by
G.D.H. Cole (London, Dent 1913), Book Il, Ch. Vii (reprinted 1966), p. 32

" |saiah Berlin. “Two Concepts of Liberty”, p. xlix. n. 1

7 John Rawls. A Theory of Justice. (Cambridge, Mass.: The Belknap Press of Harvard University
Press 1971), p. 11

" John Rawls. A Theory of Justice, p. 153
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"8 John Rawls. A Theory of Justice, ibid.

"° Robert Nozick. Anarchy, State, and Utopia. (New York: Basic Books 1974); 894A1A8UTS
3319 cﬂm% R ‘ﬁ’d 29788 ﬁ@ John Rawls. Political Liberalism. (New York: Columbia University Press,
199371996 (expanded edition), (expanded edition, Lecture VII: The Basic Structure as Subject W& ¢
Lecture VIII: The Basic Liberties and Their Priority

% gonuzusnisunAaawnssinsandulafivsznoudiedesione “druurnnalas” was
“‘quwﬁaﬁi’lﬁU’lx‘iLﬁEJ'JﬁJUﬂ’J’mﬁ” (the thin theory of the good) B John Rawls. A Theory of Justice, pp.
120-121
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299U52INABLNENN dnsuN1saRUTIeReIfuTaaNNATIIN B George Smith. The System of Liberty.
(Cambridge: Cato Institute, Cambridge University Press) pp. 27-28, 34-35

8z @Vi'lﬁm'uﬁ"lm”l%mmziu Amy Gutmann & Dennis Thompson. Democracy and Disagreement.
(Democracy and Disagreement

Cambridge, Mass.: The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press. 1996

8% John Rawls. “The Idea of an Overlapping Consensus,” in Oxford Journal of Legal Studies, vol.
7,n0.1.1987. pp. 1-25; John Rawls. “Justice as Fairness: Political Not Metaphysical” in John Rawls.

Collected Papers, edited by Samuel Freeman (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press 1999/1985);
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John Rawls. “The Domain of the Political and Overlapping Consensus”. in Collected Papers
1999/1989.; John Rawls. Political Liberalism
84 @ﬂ”ﬂ%micﬁﬁmaﬂﬁ‘lu Joseph Raz. “Facing Diversity: The Case of Epistemic Abstinence,”
in Philosophy and Public Affairs, vol. 19, no. 1 (Winter). 1990
% Tygudnth woaAesuauitATeilifind a3auazn1sfinnasgoTIngy niafiensendy
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Bruce Ackerman. We The People: Transformations. Volume 2 (Cambridge, Mass. : The Belknap Press

of Harvard University Press 1998)
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8 Jurgen Habermas. ““Reconciliation through the Public Use of Reason: Remarks on John

Rawls’ Political Liberalism”, in Journal of Philosophy 92 (March 1995), p. 128
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9% John Rawls. “Justice as Fairness: Political Not Metaphysical”. 1988 in John Rawls. Collected
Papers. Edited by Samuel Freeman (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press 1999), pp. 19-20
9% Michael Sandel. “Morality and the Liberal Ideal”, in The New Republic, May 7, 1984, pp. 17
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o8 B Will Kymlicka. Multicultural Citizenship. A Liberal Theory of Minority Rights (Oxford:
Clarendon Press. 1995)

9 6 Amy Gutmann. Identity in Democracy. (Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press.
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'°2 Bruce Ackerman. We The People: Foundations, ch. 1

108 8 Amy Gutmann & Dennis Thompson. Democracy and Disagreement, pp. 4
'°* William Galston. Liberal Pluralism. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 2002) §1%3U
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University Press, 1999)
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