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NOBHUUNUS Y INUTYRIIDIAMNYDUSITN |
Contractualist Theory and the Problem of Legitimacy
Tega laews
Anseaunuuadin nATaUstgy ANzanyIAART JRIaInsalNnIIne1ae

UnAnta
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Wusdy13URUUnan 9 wazdinssiimianindaisueluumfnnanibieaiudeiias
il wiingrwmioddaanutausssnnwfidnwuzilisasndieladdne
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anasiUsywLAgawuuNug i lifiglaaiansad fiasedrefingualsd aaslnda
suAnaoufisnisaldiasuiesesitldodainelafigadeiuseuifisuiungus
WU SRR w

The notion of legitimacy is given a prominent place in liberal democratic philosophy.
Liberal philosophers of more than one streak accept the liberal-contractualist
conception of legitimacy, according to which political institutions or ethical norms can
be considered as legitimate if and only if they win rational agreement of the people
who are to be significantly affected by their operation. The tricky part, however, is in
defining what the term “rational agreement” exactly means. This article examines
three distinctive interpretations i.e. the consent interpretation, the duty to fair play

interpretation and the hypothetical interpretation. It is shown that all these
interpretations are inadequate, even the Rawlsian hypothetical interpretation which

"unAnuhiludiuniiirasinerinusnuiindaises “Inds auAnasuiunieanuuy
wuwsdndmiudynimmieaniiamen” 11ATEUTEgn ANLENEYIANERT RIAINITAINNIINEAY
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seems to be the most defensible thus far. Finally, this article proposes an alternative
interpretation of rational agreement that is an adaptation of the notion of “justifiability
to others on grounds that no one can reasonably reject” from Thomas Scanlon’s moral
theory and argues that there are solid reasons for thinking that this interpretation
outperforms all its predecessors in explaining what constitutes the most defensible
basis for wide rational agreement of the people.

1. AINUI

Jeyr500AIHZaUSIIN (legitimacy) SingniinIRansmnazaAusieadng
BanleerudaniSosinasnienisiiias (political obligations) uazan381w1a (authority)
2093grsaaninn1aies 2 uanlunenas UgnidosUszn1anas Tnewanizdynises
WusznnmaiionsufuisuleeAvsedoeasluwinuszginisdes * fifine1nnis
pszvinInsanlamarboradueminludnsunisldsiwianienisiiies waznisly
srwnaitanansanszviilasgeusssnluszaunitels GeusditonlaiSosiusznienisiio
wazdndsmwiaazlalasunismauanes ¢ usnssin Jynsssrugausssnnaulsls
ANARIINERTALAY G18igazdefinnad1ANIngn wazgninaduiidoafuseet

2 fhagrenmieuiieAunetyninisnaiasitisaniusniudulyritenferiundefianu
\iendasinadelnddnanansnsnldniseansannuls Tusag Hanna Pitkin. “Obligation and Consent”
in Philosophy, Politics and Society: Fourth Series, ed. Peter Laslett, W.G. Runciman and Quentin Skinner,
(Oxford: Basil Blackwell 1972), pp. 45-85 dndaldudidanisafusneviiwashiainnisaAusie
Ugynsnsdasitnisrilasusnuezfwsos T Tusag A. John Simmons. Moral Principles and Political
Obligations, (Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press 1979), pp. 39-45

* nadlaniusnenitie WnustangraneuasUsTn Aasssnsneusan1iiassd lae s1g
(Joseph Raz) f&9Atndnunaniieanulszifwiatdnssiuinanuiatedaitosniendoniile
19anguuipnsAasasillwewlunaisse 1980 fidla The Morality of Freedom (Oxford: Oxford
University Press 1986) uaffidadoinasaginaluimiisosandsiuiafisngeivsie uiwnind
ANAIATYZBILNANA (reason) HINNTNFBIE U9 (power) L% Between Authority and Interpretation
(Oxford: Oxford University Press 2009) W8 The Authority of Law (Oxford: Oxford University Press
2009)

4 @ﬂ’liaﬁﬂi’laﬂizlﬁ%mu Simmons. Moral Principles and Political Obligations, pp. 196-7
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Buinazdeinnuanianindwludonnasuszansulne (liberal democracies) 1Hwilade

s

nilfFuiwANdAzasTanEe viwBsuresinusaanUszansulneandAny
A09gAt Laf Mnuauuaziauia nandds (Gutmann & Thompson 1996) SiATErlHifiw
a0 0u3Us55891 ANHIAERAINAas TN IwrgwaLlosludeanLESUszanEUlne
ANNIAgNATNIRUE AT ELINTERIAIHTBUSTINTBINAN N TR IRAd Ay igaT
ariwindnsngiuilienaduasaneastszanddlne e ndniSasdeedronin
(majority rule) I iitasanduldlsfifaiinanudinsnensdasssndn Lﬂ”ﬂﬂﬁ'ﬂﬁ?ﬁ;ﬁ'ﬁ
srurasndula sandonaifiosfi i ugdnaudoaaifinsrodwaiasisigdinszuannis
gadulaninfuluniandnnisaenaiindalal ® Tneusziiuldudoagfidnustius
nszuann1sandulafilatednfulszansulnefigrafinifgeiumliniifonfidrdng
AwuINgx nanade Anflifwdssdinlngjzasdinn dwiiosnnainnisfinszuinnisih
Imaﬁmaaﬁmaa"lair‘i’mumiﬁm”m%’uﬂa;smuﬁmﬁw?iLLmnﬁhwamuﬂfiuﬁﬁ]mﬁsmdm
waegfianaldsunansznuiiguussannnisandulase 7 uazosannnsn duingiulise
Fosedeisasanagoussangasnsimannistanldlwunonsdle ®

5 gz fininuenannawdsnl s AniiiAssAN NN 289ANNTEUSTINLET SaflamFsud
HueufuiundulaenisiuwiRauasulunmiannguiideining (crtical theory) iiaanld
Usziininnddoandszandulaeuuuiaihenluuininugeusssndnaae 1dw William Connolly (ed.).
Legitimacy and the State. (Oxford: Basil Blackwell 1984); Seyla Benhabib. “Deliberative Rationality
and Models of Democratic Legitimacy” in Constellations Vol. 1, Issue 1, 1994, pp. 26-52; Seyly
Benhabib. Democracy and Difference. (Princeton: Princeton University Press 1996)

6 Amy Gutmann & Dennis Thompson. Democracy and Disagreement, (Cambridge, Mass.. The
Belknap Press of Harvard University Press 1996), pp. 26-32

" dnwasfidiiteasnszuunisandulemeidsedroninaansafulaninnisiseuiieunis
Fagwlafissanngraneassnifivafiuseuiieudunissndulaiesniwanzasa foazifinii
anzfinissndulazasralaiinazlaeldszuunaminsassuulasudimsensaclirossuionna
AaFuzasdiefidulang (plaintiff) wazdnefusnas (defendant) ag190URBRBWAIAIINLT LA
nmssnaulessnngranezssanivygiliiensainszuannisiing wazusiluutonsdianiazdaly
finslagan (hearing) newsndwla uiflais1Susoodwdwimanaly

® inunnuaznandduansiadgiedannifiasaselngaionitefiiniwluaasgeslanizas
ansgansnilaanigniteiionAelusgureitiisndiasdeiinmelsnsudrauss Iadwisaaanny
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2. LUIARALIBIAITNYBUSIINLUUNUSH YT

anaifealasfifinnagenuwinenityniiasanudausssadungueiuuy
sinsdyynlmiasfiarnnsadrleagrodungluesls ngufuuuinsdygilaeiiio
wiudnduguuuuniterasnisfnfisadunisifiesuazadesssaifiilesgfidadiain
sontwnan1siamiausaingiuniasessaanieas innagaussan vaannsngis
Angswnaiiazldsnwandsraussanls fdadaantuniaussiagiwiwananandui
gonsulnsaunnanidasegmelindslasunansznulumslanimitsainnislddiung
W © viandneduadeashuiniuie nguiikdediaaiunieniafiemiousaiagin
n19938550aziainfinauantiuaywiis (ustified) Tuudzasainngausssnlunisld
srwalafraifaanidundousaingiwinananaouansliFulddnfiingunnain nis
ANAVEANTU ﬁﬁ]um@ﬁ]uma (rational) n3888198LMANA (reasonable) Imaﬂunnﬂuﬁ

dremialunsdendieduainiguianasy uinesguanasgujiaslalianudisindadeingus
Fulsunedmuganmassnasglwaanwlifiundygiiaseunguansdemioningg uafinanife
ansghaeiiandoanninlaifduand aunanafulszfuinindinsatulunasy Inedieddiaus
wuulaEReafininsguiaiiussmindisuanagAsssanisdaniisoslinnudiemiounandgis Tu
nadidudh Anuaniaznandduiinsziiinialafinissirnznsannistuanfiansuisasih usnin
DwdwinaSelonafianznasunisasifindnedwieadunszuwnisandulafiinasfigesae ez
Anznssnnsiiluiunuasiansuuuiaiionataaualildisandulawuuduiladldnisanz i
WHeerinuil wew anadweldfinissuisdayaadresausin (1w anunngislszandamlunissnen
Fae38n1siaenanesu wazaldgnelunisshunfilness 9a9) wazn1sefusizagradaunanon
andula Foriiuimienisimdnnissandesdrsannanldlunsindulalaenss dmsuneszden
WadaAgiuUszansulaegluvuiiniunnssuiamauaraznisafusneegredawianeuanzunn
Lﬁ&m‘ﬁ I‘Uiﬂ@ Gutmann & Thompson. Democracy and Disagreement ﬁﬂiﬂ?ﬂmiﬁlﬂu%’uﬁ%@mﬂm%&m
fvnauenannis ganafuaznszuanisaaslszandulasafinteansnldodnersauaguuaznizuy

o

nge

° John Locke. Two Treatises of Government, (Princeton: Princeton University Press 1987);
Joseph Tussman. Obligation and the Body Politic, (New York, Oxford University Press 1960); Hanna
Pitkin. “Obligation and Consent”; A. John Simmons. Moral Principles and Political Obligations; Geoffrey
Sayre-McCord. “Contractarianism”, in The Blackwell Guide to Ethical Theory, ed. Hugh LaFollette

(Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, Inc. 2000)
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savagnelansalasunansenuainnisldsiwiain ° uaznguinusdyairomandam
aulafiazoduiedn nsanaseansuiinunnandliuianitunioussingiwideus
nssnusanIniwAIsgnidaladmanefezls Avinlnsenaseansunuanansaldsig
Duiugrmdialianugaussanunaniunieussvingwmnainuwle ? Ganguus
sznguiefioduiennananerainisanaseanuililwuuuiiunnsiaits fod

2.1  mslvANaiuraunsanuiusannwsanla (Consent)

WNNOUINHERLIgALINasU1I8dn NNIANAIEBNITUREINI5AR LAA1ANTST
waliasnnaunsadinlngld Aa1Angay (consent) wisy sgutansasnitunlyd
o s 11 1 s 1 1 (=3 nl (=1 d‘ as o o 1 o a 1 3 £
811953 | wanasanatniwluldninisnluivszdnddnin Aeduieiduwisag
Uszaudaniluniseduiedaliin nsudmaanuuulafiSenlaindunisinaiiaclw
AMNLARADULATOIUWIAFDIT WA LAZAININTITLAAIADNAIAITNIAWAD UL LNEINE

U =1 ld' = =1 s =1 d' W 6D ngi
wamselanazaguinAenisuansiisarunnaseaniuasnaiosnaiansaldiduiug v
TWLAAITNABUGISNIA? LW 12HINT871N15 AN ARTaURABINSEN laeL T ALue
NI AWLAZAUADI LA NazwUINInUszaun1ITainuIwN tiAsTaeeasn1siszuaunis
UNATAILUUAILNY WALl lwdsaNUsza18Ulnaatabin1snsziINam bA I wA1S A
ANAARTaULAsTnAstiaIn1sUnATasaasaned 0 laweagnaann 61lakuns
TWdne1Uw n1sasAzunuwdessulnn1siiuseaai vian1518anNAIRITIRILAINIG

=1 LY 1 =] [ .g =1 ) L~ a
NSLABILUUNIIATI hazuaAlnNSHnacHh ninnisasrzwwsaesladlmdwlulnanfan

as v &

¢ -1 o 3 1 a ° < d @ g
wn ﬂEIﬂLW%%M?WLU%HTﬂ‘Hﬂ'ﬂNL%%?JE]UQEI'NL‘UGILNEJIIFIEI‘Qﬂﬂﬂﬁ]']%']%%%ﬁ’]lfl_]%l:ﬂﬁl@

'° Peter Winch. “Authority”, in Proceedings of the Aristotelian Society. Supp. Vol. 32, 1958, pp.
228, 235; Mark Timmons. “The Limits of Moral Constructivism” in On What We Owe To Each Other,
ed. Philip Stratton-Lack, (Oxford: Blackwell Publishing 2004), p. 90

" Locke. Two Treatises of Government, S. 62, 151, S. 119, 121, 122) aSunafien1sivany
Susanad1alaue (express consent) nserinlagnisidnlufidansinludedndn uazuansoanis
fugmietannas 1dw nslRaRgU S nuasANEnAsnaRas g AR Tmaﬁqmﬂizmﬁlﬁam

@@

o

annrosyaRawwiITudmniaosenandng viaiedrsmduaninaasdonn niodunaidood
aglisnunazassguna Sordrwihuafimanizasnislanudueassfiaiie maduaandnawining
209d9an niudswudadlale IUW@LWNL@N Paul Russell. II. Locke on Express and Tacit Consent”.
Political Theory, Vol. 14, No. 2 (May 1986)
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danlng (Feoranunefonousidesdinlnguuuiinasoiendniosldandoudeodin
Tnajuuuriaasin iiu laldlasaunnanilasunansznu tiidudiminiadinagly
anafingauagalinmeaionladniiuesanueussan AdasagUdeianniums
N151889N15UNATEIIIMILNIN 278 AINIBUSTIHLABIRINE AT nleidnit dnums
niddinssrnisldrufingauuuudaneuazfiinanasaiaduingrulun
AINZBUSIINNNNSLRBegs lNa1aUsEduAMNANTale ing1zastRnInan 1w W
analaindasedeiieriuanagausssusslalasuanaufingeusiaiainwadiood
agnelanisldsnuwiatinuaainn 2

\fafeanafianuifingeu udianufinseududesafia fe Anadivgeu
InenTnine (express consent) AUAINIABTaUIREEE (tacit consent) '° #Inl¥AAIN
A Andausiandimiazainnsaldiduiuginaesainageusssnnienisifiosls
dnsuAnNRntausRiaih Sersduiedn Usstnguenagnieladneensulaeveinisly
s1urazasan iuntaniaiiios iewininlasunaussleziusagrsainnisvinewaas
ga1dwna1iw niefdimsanluuuwiufURausssaiiienuncagrzaean i wna 1w
fageiifonenaldsnoie AusesafiininegluiusauzasUszinanile uazlasy
ANINAEAINAUIBAINN1THIENEAERY fnvifidasaswufiRnungranszassng
W ' n3ednmedanitiie Uszanguiilduszlegiainnienaiszasuszinaluns
dwniedas feinlasuusslegiainnisiieuaadantueeesy uazaonuiefind
Faaiaand fifsnangrnanezasigne ° uinisraduiidasszaudgmadnedaawin
wlvinnsgrernafngauunuaznaaiininlulnedwds iesannisliamafugeu

'2 David Hume. “Of the Original Contract,” in Essays: Moral, Political and Literary. ed. Eugene
Miller (Indianapolis: Liberty Classics 1958) pp. 465-87; John Simmons. “Tacit Consent and Political
Obligation”, in Philosophy & Public Affairs. Vol. 5, No. 3, Spring 1976.

'® John Locke. Second Treatise, S. 121 &MHRIUNISLENLEZAITNANIEIDIAITNLAADUFD
Ffininaenldaanainiuwedraluszuunitfigenlarinli Tusag A. John Simmons. “Tacit Consent and
Political Obligation” in Philosophy & Public Affairs, Vol. 5, No. 3 (Spring 1976) kae John Rawls.
Lectures on the History of Political Philosophy (Cambridge, Mass.. The Belknap Press of Harvard
University Press 2007)

' Locke. Second Treatise, S 121

' Locke. Second Treatise, S 121
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wigndunen1siiiaszaUsznanilignassiunuasduniuieaiuiunisfiesurande
g luAnuanasUssnATIMTIM '° uazmaRedfinaidiaszuansanaldingeuliie
Tnenisenswluaguszinain dafunsaaniifdunugaanunuu foalalddmsuan
Fwaunnn vldidalddnanafiauswimanniiliownenluiilaine winwmaniila sl
ANsAngauLAsatunIn i asaUssnAfinuginsaAeagaIeiduin 7 Banimm
goinladnansaedn a1nenslasulszladnuisag1eainn1sriienaasdn1inanesy
019 lallAsadasdulaeiunisindwinsginsausssamdelianysnosaosynnaglasu

o v

Uszloast dideniawalransibntedaniwnisaizasaniisnlwainsnludr9naunAIssun

a

as

1960 fA5guafiaanizasnasgnislatsassifiunleviaionUjuRlnedfiasldoanly

a9
a =1

Aufasnfananaifios wazAndlunisasnzunmdeoduieiuaniia wansisguia
waniuililanagauisfeauwiludnassualssloninioAsugianasdonnauaun,
Thunawnarideiaeiiiien ° lunadiduih Searansondaaladn anfiad “lasy
navazleaiuneedne” a1nnsvineweasantuaasigaaanlaiifondts uddamalsl
aaaguledn anueasdgiiiveglusnzinfinnagaussandmiunaifiasfiasunaiii
wazdnde m{l?iﬁauv[,ﬂﬁé’wzﬁﬂﬁm”magﬂ‘luﬁaﬁﬁ’mLLETaﬁ'umaTané'lﬁnr;ﬁsrj'l q010%
2095500 278 ANwZausTINaE Ll ATARUE s naeTuan T ufisaus T
Tnnadaulaii

Tgnifinanabinldnnnguinisiiosune5eidnadl NugI1waesd1wi1as
#aU557H (legitimate authority) AITNIAN ANWNENTIANANUA Y895FUIANTBA1UG
N19N15LEBININNIINNaINNITANAtEaNsUlRENTlERNARI o UBINAL B AL wTTEN

'® Hanna Pitkin. “Obligation and Consent”, p.55

7 gansudeinsaimuwwinisitfewmiAnisasnislianafingeulnesis [usag David Hume.
“Of the Original Contract”, p. 465

'® gnsnagadn auiamdeldsueyaialigiinanswiaisaeedgieinldldiineasnssw

a

wsaUsznaugsfagwIngan uazynInatuzasAniimgfiandidnseululsnseusessgndnliniemin

o

dmsuaniias wiazlalasuusnissieg wuieanuaniaznals wu sauszdmeld-nau aamis
na1ein issudszaudmsuindaiaggunsaininien dw Idz 118 wiededdndufnis
seazBeaiaBinieaiungransuazuloungsesansgaminidenatiiosiiiuauiomaousndsns
Ussmaanmaluneissy 1860 aufiendissy 1960 sansoAnvildainsmdewieiiuauamnis
imdanlnafiadnsuyueruluainsn
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nouiinsdya 1w Semauald ensaodrodn Sgunafidnfiuulauvnsfiaidieuas
reliiAndunsenIonnuiemeguusodadssinamfuazwaiiios ddoldeansus
waziAeuudasuilamaifesiaofouazAnA uwaasnaiiias fa Sgutafiannainadeau
sysunazdolaimslasunsaivayudnsoly '° uin1sdraduitluuinfiedoniademw
A01w esnmaindnuaznienmantRzassguiaritAunsldenluuindnuasi
w8238 (objective) 28955018 2nusfidtmsanladianwnzinanuasfinnanaie
agelamnlalaguiunissuuaenaifiosudazan nanAnfingrudaniieasazuay

Uszandulaenyinlnssuaubdianwaziduinduegyniuiifie armdanii walasusas
AvAaENsAngninazlsfafenfdnsunn =°

Avlvnnanlasunauldeslun19ananlanwazriLE 8% F9VINAUINNISARR®IN

1
anwzrsaRmaNUfizaisguIaiiiasiasmaguuinsaiaisiednlusavinlaegh
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' Pitkin. “Obligation and Consent”, p. 70

2% Simmons. Moral Principles and Political Obligations, p. 44

2 gnusagruszandulaefifugnennguliuianafniide wnd Sad (James Mil) uas
sonnAnAnklanaen i wiugruaiuaywidAydaniaesimwsiaiuszansulnefiiuld
Uszznguuiazanasnshwmdeninananalaiian (preferences) 2091 dnsuTeazIBenaLRx
Tw L% a9 ‘fb lusa B James Mill. “Government”, Encyclopedia Britannica (1820) ARnwlraln the
Supplement to the Encyclopedia Britannica (Google eBook) m'sﬂwamiﬂyﬁ http://books.google.co.th/
books?id=mPtbAAAAQAAJ&printsec=frontcover&hl=th&source=ghs_ge_summary_r&cad=0 #v=onepage
&q&f=false
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21 H. L. A. Hart. “Are There Any Natural Rights,” in Philosophical review, No. 64, p. 185 (April
1955)

#2 John Rawls. “Legal Obligation and the Duty of Fair Play” in Collected Papers, Samuel Freeman
(ed.) (Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Press) (1980)

2% Rawls. “Legal Obligation and the Duty of Fair Play”, pp. 9-10

2% Rawls, ibid. 9-10, see also John Rawls. “Justice as Fairness” in Philosophical Review, Vol.

68 (April 1958) waz A theory of Justice (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press 1971), p. 112

MsasarIANUSI LAz AEwILAsUsTnAlne U9 8 aiuf 2 (Aweew 2556). -



nguiuuunnsdy 1A UTynI380AIINTEUETIN Teoga laews
1ndnwniznIonmantia0siguIasie uifinsziu uwiAnidiasidadninaseiiin T
msUfuBlaedaly finaneasefinwunsaulasuusslenilaedonann Aenssaiduanw
Sanflaruludian vsadulneiiduanasldligwigusrefuusslonidldsune niooa
Aoanlaisiosnsusufiaslallataed delunsdiduit nsazaguirangiininfinanan
Sasmaawanuninegraiusssnfidadlianadinfiondulunionssunaiuwmienaz
\Iunsiensasiianniinly Taslanizidennssinfiasinaiidasardonisasuaiuss
unawinliensasaazussloaisnauiinwassainissiinnii sesaedezasgandeln
mju”mﬁ’maﬁﬁﬂuﬁﬁqﬂﬂaﬁvlm”%'uﬂsﬂsmﬁmnfmamiﬁ’ﬁumma'] DINYUIW Lain
n1sdanauuniauFulgsraasiiianlalddosnis tesanmnidenlawiniafezeaald
nuwwiiimgalnandnindasdiaiuune g WuwAigemgiwasianiedymitldadis
Foaw souw Agnaasdeminiiwit dosfinuriursediefiazlduanyanaiildsulsslea
nannfalasiinaniangensuodrafinlalulszloniin aonanyanadlasu
Uszlenilnefionlalldants uazfiodyrranguusniinuuidasagaelandnih = us
wInYiLduih nafiezaaaiuiide n1sseanEtausIINasiansIniluanTInile
Awnnaziinldianzivyraafisansuadrafalolulseloaidls uslsiannsasinlaiu
yamafildsudszlonilneanlaildfosnis dosdofiansaniluanminede IuAansen
nagagefiiddeiuanusndotunsdian fauiidasnisidrsinlaesaniossloa
fiazlesuagneaclasse ) uAswInnioriiu asfiauiindediwlnadanlasuuseleonsd
Tudnumzassuanansld RaziinduiiansgausssuiiuwiAniainisaldsnelad
apuianiiuay wazdeinluldladldfdndunsdanesgniasaiuniniadacilddiuna
Todusiowaiiios ynam 19w lnsnisifiuadednedmnsinioiluldsnassiuaiainis
TWunrunnan uazdsdndudassansndrennazausssnlunisindwinldainaugn
ARAIE

ae1915A5 lwnenas soadldiawauwiAndnisomitedio n1sanasidwmedn
uadoanns \ieldunwuwiAndas nsiauatnniniagratinassn srwlniilasnozas
121R8 Rawls 1971 daunibaifumnanersrnfiazuanuasliifndodnwmezangg 2o
gownsain1saaawladeanadfiiaussnauidnmeiuedresinldfoladinisnnasf

25 Robert Nozick. Anarchy, State, and Utopia. (Oxford: Basic Books 1974), p. 90-95;

Simmons. Moral Principles and Political Obligations, p. 134
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2.3 nMsanasitdunmtunatBeansi (Hypothetical rational agreement)

)

wnnguinusdygigausnnaafisnisanateaniurasnaiiissituaniaanlag
nsldaaingeulaeawesaznsidanaivtoulaeie fesasUssaudanisols
a1l nssiufionn mﬁmaavl,ﬂ”i'lm'ia”'mmwmﬁmauﬂawﬁmﬁﬁﬁmLL%@m‘saﬁasha"{i
FefdunsseienisanaiiiniuwaSonsogmdeniiniuase lunensedudan sead
wauaLnarieanisanafifung dunadasnd niandnnlvnsedednde n1smnaed
nserilnemaifiatlusonunisaiaaniuuuniefifedueauwinists lnenisnianwas
wnsaagluanIwNTINA IR wesanaeansuFeifiaTw (Bearafiundnnis
n3ausTAgIUNIesEsTINnIedaasUiBiussinguadislnadnomit) nialsl nefisn
wnatenliingagluaniwnisaliduiiinasuazaslufiiuldod nnsnanndenisanasd
g IunadsannindogufionieliiAnmoiaingwesniaadn azannsaaiig
wussiinluldgennageusssnliunfefignanaseansuinlaadnels? imeas-uun
AaSA (2000) wenenaduteGasiin Arwanasinaiiadliluaniunisalansfii
sansnfindadiuasinguld ilaisnAnfiedaifiaatefiin msiilasaulanuniensond
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20 Gaziininudnnatedunainnt lunarenainlasudnsnawuulawuunieaineudewdne

v
o

Ha959adn9a% g R. M. Hare. Moral Thinking. (Oxford: Oxford University Press 1981); David Gauthier.
Moral by Agreement. (Oxford: Clarendon Press 1986)
&7 Geoffrey Sayre-McCord. “Contractarianism” in The Blackwell Guide to Ethical Theory, Hugh

LaFollette (eds.) (Oxford: Blackwell Publishers Inc. 2000), pp. 250, 252
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Fimwin1sfiutaleifn 3 gafia Rawls 1971, Rawls 1993 WAz Rawls 1997 TugAusn
F8 Rawls 1971 saadianalrgonzaszduawinisawasduwiunuiigndelurinans
mnaaﬁ’mﬁalﬁaﬂwé’ﬂquﬁﬁﬁu (principles of justice) dmsusinanldanssifeudonn
fiwaninldinegdiniu dadudirnuuuiaiiszandulae 2 luaninisizasniaden
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28 Rawls. A Theory of Justice, p. 11
&% Rawls. A Theory of Justice, pp. 142, 143
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seadensimanANHgAsTIniiyARanInawInsaweaduginunawazidand
d0998 A158n91 Two Principles of Justice ** uanszuIBANsanNnAssldauReaniih 1ia
TAnanaugisssnanudd wieeligemduawinisseludn aunidn n) leAasmunni
gﬂdﬂﬂ%jﬂ%ﬁﬂi:qwL*ﬁa%w%’gﬁiw%m (constitutional convention) L2192 319RANN1S
LLazU‘nﬂ'zyzﬂ’ﬁﬂaa%’gﬁswk@aﬁuﬁaEiwaiiLﬁaTﬁ”aam%‘uﬁuwé’nquﬁﬁswﬁiﬁmam
Foun NUUANNAT 2) wwiRemunudeanngnaneluiuiivdi wwezesnngnane
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%0 Rawls. A Theory of Justice, @L‘ﬁlmﬁa\l Rawls. Collected Papers, pp.118-122
%! Rawls. A Theory of Justice; @L‘ﬁlmﬁa\l Rawls. Collected Papers, pp. 78-81
%2 Rawls. A Theory of Justice, pp. 120-121

%3 Rawls. A Theory of Justice; Rawls. Collected Papers, p. 153
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Tnaan1dwsng afifwlumanundygizeengnaned lanfengnansuazuleuis
a1n3muzeng g (Aldnluani 3) 16 Tneidowaifiasldndnanagfsssndiniianud d
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% Rawls. A Theory of Justice; Rawls. Political Liberalism, pp. 397 -8; Rawls. Collected Papers,
pp. 171-175

% Rawls. A Theory of Justice; Rawls. Collected Papers, p. 175

% Rawls. Political Liberalism, p.; Rawls. “Reply to Habermas”, pp. 393-394
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% gd839150lLna14%1% Norman Daniels. Reading Rawls, (Oxford: Basil Blackwell 1975)
ImgLamnz Ronald Dworkin. “The Original Position” a2 R. M. Hare. “Rawls’ Theory of Justice”

%8 Ronald Dworkin. “The Original Position”. In Reading Rawls. Edited by Norman Daniels. Oxford:
Basil Blackwell. 1975, p. 16-52 1#N19NaUA® LAL8DS-UNAABSIA (Sayre-McCord 2000) CEREY
wnnafifdaniefiazldaomnisaimssndwlasand fo aanwnisainssndwlafifinivadmarensod
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LLazm”awaNr?TaL"fﬁl%maﬂaa;jzmuﬁaﬁaﬂaim”aognﬁ'amsasi’mm‘gm Tusawnsalbgunansad
wgnadanisiiazlianudusanuinisgnlfifuniade nislidasgndimisagnimigm usinguaiils
maﬁaL"fﬁl%mamaﬁa%’wmwwaumimmmsns:ﬁwaoﬁﬁmmﬂiwﬁﬂhﬁﬂﬁﬂ'ﬁuﬁaaL‘{J%mﬂvl,ﬂ”
(Sayre-McCord. Contractarianism, p. 252) aradlwlulsiduilrnlianfindnsauwnseinssnaula
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sadulannfiinngufesurefofsiazld ingua uiwaiiosfiazlianuduganunsgzuuvulaguuuy

MsasarIANUSI LAz AEwILAsUsTnAlne U9 8 aiuf 2 (Aweew 2556).



nguiuuunnsdy 1A UTynI380AIINTEUETIN Teoga laews
\AearuanunsaizesnisidenvdanAnagAssanuazdnvuzaesyrasgifannaniinns
wwdsanddrrnaiiedniirasseadionduindadandnalinanangisssndlals
sansaldilmnsidmsusndwangausssnaeslaseaseinguesdonniiu
gonsuladmiuaunnandtisaadiains

NOWHWUURWERYYINTBRAI Rawls 1971 A1ewene nlvnAUsIenefiganude

' [V
=] dd

v s U a o 1 l:i g W 40 d 1 g 1 U S
LIBIW VLNﬁﬂ\‘i‘W‘Uﬂ‘l.l?lﬂ'l‘\]’]iml,‘ﬁ%“/liﬂaﬂﬁlaﬂ‘dixﬂ‘u VIK]HJ;]L%E]']%Q']‘\]LLUGVLE]LU%HEN

nax NgauINAIinsaenNsaadlaeawaingaIwnIsainsanaulaluganAiuacyARa

q

lugaamiinsianvazidulsnasinlddaagunlaainnisanasarsnsalliuineanivaas
AvnAwlE aasABnngunisiauadn aaiwniseinisandulamaduaniwnisaiiiing

wike wane1desisvannsaneniunauandulule (plausible) dmsuniseansuainaelu
anwn1seinisananlanueae

o o = d

*° MRNAZBY Hare AB NOw2a9saadisnananadydinnasdenateds anzifeIn

]

a '

soadale “Oadaw” (rig) Wanlurasanusuanisa TInvoanafgIuengg iieanunmzdaun el
winsssaanasiwlafindnanugisssnaiaiiseadionis inlidonnasildiwuias fianums
wuuusdryafiade uidnwmzdinanfliaansalindiaivaywuidannadilauiin g R. M. Hare.
“Rawls’ Theory of Justice”. In Reading Rawls, pp. 81-107 § Lﬁ NLH N Robert Nozick. Anarchy, State,
and Utopia. 1974, John Hart Ely. Democracy and Distrust. Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Press.
1980, p. 53 w8NA1NF0391505l% Reading Rawls waa lUsARLANLAN Samuel Freeman (ed.). The
Cambridge Companion to Rawls. Cambridge: Cambridge University press. 2003
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“! 819209 TILABELUULINLEY Rawls (1993), Scanlon 1998 #Iusa88 192094 TILAROLUY
MNAdLA% Habermas (1990), Benhabib (1994), Gutmann & Thompson (1996), Young (2000)

“2 |93 Hobbes (2010), Locke (1987), Gauthier (1986) d1%A108192095 7L ARARUUNE
{siA Gutmann & Thompson (1996), Scanlon (1998), Young (2000)

* gHazadlaNAe iasanAusseneiesaniususnisnaacenlisUBnEnaINguinieese
FAaRsLUUATWILB e Mflanwniziungufasermansiinsoungu (comprehensive doctrine) JUWUY
nisfudslImeannfigiunseAusagn 1w aanfigrwmieaiusssngfresuyudiiudauvomnuai
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1993, pp. 99-101) uazanafiglaisansuansfigiwidui dwazyinliwinianlisansulundnaiy
gisssuildanmssndule dmsudedrmosfiilisonsuaunigiwauit isenafinfeinnguiane
d9afken 19 H. A. Prichard, W. D. Ross, John Cook Wilson, E. F. Carritt ﬁﬂaﬂgmﬁuﬁﬁaﬁmmindﬂﬁa
N%uaﬂuﬁnwmzﬂaaﬁmuﬁﬁmw faufiadour niasnuiigenin (higher self) viads ﬁﬂﬂ%fmg'msiuﬁ
NYAEWUUULAEIAWIN Nuw’mﬁgﬂwﬁﬁa‘[ua"'ﬂwm:ﬁLﬂuﬁmmﬁmﬁmm’uﬂh fo Mmwdelszdngd
ugidanfiazyinfingasinda g E F. Carritt. The Theory of Morals. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
1928, p. 41-2; 1) \inLA N H. A. Prichard. “Duty and Interest” in Moral Writing. Jim MacAdam (ed.).
Oxford: Oxford University Press. 2002, pp. 22, 36-9

** Immanuel Kant. “Groundings for the Metaphysics of Morals”. in Kant’s Ethical Philosophy.

Trans. and eds. by James Ellington. 3" Edition, (Indianapolis: Hackett.1993)
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yaragnasaniuldinguaialaagennmdnlasasninngfiossnninawnitly Rawls

*5 John Rawls. Political Liberalism, pp. 93-107 wae “Justice as Fairness: Political not
Metaphysical” in Collected Papers, (Cambridge, Mass. Harvard University Press 1999), p. 388-414;
“The idea of an Overlapping Consensus” in Collected Papers, p. 421-447

*® Rawls. Political Liberalism, pp. 389-390

*" Rawls. Reply to Habermas, pp. 380-381
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*8 Rawls. Political Liberalism, p. 51

*° Rawls. Political Liberalism, p. 49

%0 Rawls. Political Liberalism, pp. 50, 52

o Jurgen Habermas. “Reconciliation Through the Public Use of Reason: Remarks on John Rawls’

Political Liberalism” in Journal of Philosophy, Vol. 92 (March 1995), pp. 123-6
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%2 Jurgen Habermas. Moral Consciousness and Communicative Action. 1990 LLa & Seyla
Benhabib. “Deliberative Rationality and Models of Democratic Legitimacy” in Constellations. Vol. 1,
issue 1. 1994, pp. 26-52 Wae Iris Marion Young. Inclusion and Democracy. Oxford, New York: Oxford
University Press. 2000
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% Thomas Scanlon. What We Owe To Each Other, (Cambridge, Mass. The Belknap Press of
Harvard University Press 1998)

MsasarIANUSI LAz AEwILAsUsTnAlne U9 8 aiuf 2 (Aweew 2556).



nguiuuunnsdy 1A UTynI380AIINTEUETIN Teoga laews
slaruuasin (What We Owe To Each Other) 289lnals dumnasw uazlilnauasnuayn
1 o dao - -1 a o o a o o od )
MUWIARNARLUAITBREIHITANANLAEITUMNN W RBEA Y YINBINGHANA1INIUAD
rasndeylnadnals

[ [
Qs =l U =

3. WUIAALIBIAIMNYBUSITTHUUUNUGA YN S’l\‘i?lutﬂﬂlil'lﬁﬁlﬂ?']ﬂﬁﬂl,%a\‘i 119

@

] v
1w

gxsa liiuprasduayuunigauuunuguiladfiglasmisaujiasadredivug

mﬂﬁ’ (Justifiability to others on grounds that no one can reasonably reject)

]
d 1

Fwa LA U RIRAL8IAIN T USTINUUUN WS AU AasUssau iy
aznduldidragladeansznindaynidessiaie nindvuaenlazasnisanas
gonsuagawnadunaiiluganasiainaminly dawladin (safedaaguils) fas
gndliAnliinfonRidrdroumiAanefasssnunasesadnaw wasielionadufiana
gonsuladmsuawnan uinnimuaSenlafiugaundliioefinly Aazgnilvifu
V[,rﬂ”ﬁnmwﬁa'j’m”aﬂ'gﬂﬁv[,ﬁ’ﬂsqﬂﬁnﬂﬁfmﬁfnmaﬁa6'3'534LLazﬁa"[,aJmﬁlﬁ’lVLﬂiﬂ"[ﬁﬂmmiau
ssnunlaseadraiugiuandonnsalls GednuwuziduitluwiniefdlmiAnday
L‘ﬂ%"[,ﬂvl,ﬁ‘[un’rﬁaanmnﬂmwmﬁgagiﬁl,ﬁuﬁ’u Ao WWIRALSBIAINYBUSTINUUUN G ATy
apafisnnsaunilasldmsdeaiuumaniimunionlazasnisanassansuiiingas
ARluszRufinamanznanls nessandudeiirwialuaansnifunasmsldifionasan
Uszaun1sainisRanierasssaiinaniznfiog unAMabAniuwiRnseiANgaUsIIN
anaiansnanuUasnldananafniias “nsanunsaliinauasiuswLgEwUn
Angwilafiglaasnsoufiasedrafinguala” Aianalnelnda auanaan luiada
sialuazafusnefinnuAniSetrassunnaouatanadoy

=3 lﬁl v s g lﬂl 1d
3.1 AIMNARALIADY msmmsn‘lﬁmﬁ;uaauu aguuuwu§1uw1uug"lﬂ

sansauiasadefiivanals (JT0)

v as

suAnaaudyURilazasanAn Il TR

LY

JTO: nsnseyidgnfidannAwaan1sBweanlinseyinfonule = n1snszrif
AR EERtY

o
=3 =]

NIaNAMIVRATILAZALLD A9

MsasarIANUSI LAz AEwILAsUsTnAlne U9 8 aiuf 2 (Aweew 2556).



NOWuUUR ey IAUTYANTaIAIINTDUGIIN Teoga laews

JT0": n13n3z¥ini gazagnannis dmsuldiiduaiuRangiinssnndanwoue
wuumlgalafimanladdglaannsadfiasadrefinaualadimivinanldidne
wnguldiinisanas (Nnssvirsnnulaeyndiefdayasessunazdsdainnis

o a1

[ 1 v o v o da d 55
Uonugidny) ldounnlvnseyinle = nnsnsevininAassss

dUABABWBTUIEIIAINARLTEY JTO devianisganARghAnalAgIAy
ANNANAWSIYARARBINISAAULDW A ganARL3as JTO Asnasanulaluawunuyn
AW NANT WAIEIWABINITNIzaIN19ald8Tnog TN WIWAIANUBN IR A
warunlaiaansoufiasegefinauale asrulanavmaiunigngslasisgaunafisas
o -1 = o a o - Y 1 ° o o dad )
eanuih whliaauiiganaRies JTO waguaa danvildninnfinguanfnazsu

a d‘ dl ! 1 o dl =] U I a o d‘ Ia

ANARALEDY JTO 1Na1231 n1snsevinfignAasssamisgngnlainienisnssinfladgle
dnsnfidaAnAwRanisneanlinszinfenula (Laznauin n1InseinfiinAassIn
mIsgnLIEladnRen1snseyflgnatansafidaanawaan1sBuganlwinfonule) saame
fmauananazAuniiinisnszinladenisnszvinfirudvansafidaanrunaslalvvi

T iaaznanidealadvinnisnssinnn wazlugugarvine ileladaaguaiuaaiinisnsezyi

(9
[ | o @

Tandanwmzidunn winefzfivneuansnaslaiidoi *°

AasssnAemansini auai At
gAnASFas JTO :> lifilafinauaiie |:> mansvilaf g
Uiaaniadndmlals iananezUfias
il uszIMANATIS
Laiviimsnssviniu

suAnaaudInanwmzinanIbitldanAazos JTO dnnsnaduiansgela
lunrsvimanannisnlaainnisanasmluwrmdunaideanns (Milwegalsunazls
asunesalulnnienat) TaRningunusduiuwiniedng aseinanaAaiiain

%5 Scanlon. What We Owe to Each Other, p. 153
°¢ Scanlon. What We Owe to Each Other, p. 153
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%" Scanlon. What We Owe to Each Other, pp. 150, 153-154
°8 Scanlon. What We Owe to Each Other. p. 155
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Power Necessity, Transfer Principles,
and the Consequence Argument
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The consequence argument attempts to infer from the truth of determinism that
we have no choice about the future. Many versions of the argument utilize the
controversial “Transfer of Necessity” principle (TNP hereafter). The principle
says that, for any true propositions p and q, if someone has no choice about p
and q is a consequence of p, then they have no choice about q. In this paper I
present a trilemma for proponents of the consequence argument. I identify two
broad interpretations of TNP, epistemic and non-epistemic. In section 1 I argue

that non-epistemic interpretations of TNP are demonstrably valid, but entail
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Agglomeration, a rule that is uncontroversially false. In sections 2 and 3 I
discuss epistemic interpretations of TNP. I argue that although non-epistemic
interpretations of TNP do not entail Agglomeration, they are invalid. In section
4 1 discuss a possible way out of the above dilemma and argue that it can only
succeed at the cost of making the argument dialectically deficient. Although to
make my point, I focus on a particular version of TNP, Beta 2, I hope to show

that the problem is systematic and generalizes to other TNP rules.

Introduction

The consequence argument attempts to infer from the truth of determinism that we
have no choice about the future. Many versions of the argument utilize the controversial
“Transfer of Necessity” principle (TNP hereafter).! The principle says that, for any true
propositions p and g, if someone has no choice about p and q is a consequence of p, then
they have no choice about . In what follows I will focus most of my attention on one
version of TNP, what Finch and Warfield have called Beta 2, but I hope to show that the
problem I am pointing to generalizes to other versions of TNP.?

Beta 2 is as follows, (Np & o(p>q)) © Ng, where p and q are true propositions,
and the Np means ‘p and nobody has or ever had a choice about p’. Beta 2 or any other
version of TNP depends on what is meant by ‘having a choice’. Clearly, to have a choice
is to have a certain kind of ability. I will begin then, at the beginning, by offering a helpful
way of thinking about the concept of ability. [ will use this model to explain the intuition
for Beta 2. I will then show that any notion of ability that can be properly modeled in this
way entails Agglomeration and, since any non-epistemic notion of ability can be so
modeled, that all non-epistemic notions of ability entail Agglomeration. Agglomeration,
as will be discussed, is the rule that says that the ‘not having a choice’ predicate
agglomerates, i.e. If one has no choice about p and one has no choice about g, then one
has no choice about p and g. In section 2 I introduce epistemic ability, and give an

! Erik Carlson 2000, p. 1

2 Erik Carlson (2000) calls it T2 and David Widerker, with whom it originates, calls it TW
(1987, p. 40). There are some minor differences between Widerker’s version and Carlson’s and
Finch and Warfield’s.
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example of it from the literature. Epistemic abilities cannot be modeled in the way I
describe in section 1 and, as we will see, do not entail Agglomeration. In section 3 I argue
that Beta 2 is false for epistemic abilities. In section 4, I anticipate an objection and
conclude that it can succeed only at the cost of making the argument dialectically
deficient. In section 5 I argue that this problem is a deep feature of our concept of ability
and of the desired pattern of inference and that no amount of tinkering will make it go
away. | conclude that once the content of TNP is made clear, the proponent of the
consequence argument faces an unavoidable trilemma: she is either using a demonstrably
false inference rule, is committed to the truth of Agglomeration, or has a dialectically
deficient argument.

Section 1. Non-epistemic Ability

I want to think of ‘S is able to R’ as “S is not precluded from R’.? Since someone
can be precluded by many different kinds of things, it follows that there are many
possible senses of ‘ability’. This is reflected in common language when we say things
like, ‘I am physically unable to do that’ or ‘she is just not psychologically capable of

3 Many definitions of ‘having a choice’ proceed by taking some basic notion of ability that
is possessed by an agent wrt a proposition or an action p, and then defining a relationship between
that action or proposition and another event or proposition ¢ such that, stipulated conditions being
met, the agent is then said to have a choice about g. See for example Huemer (2000), who
categorizes some of these as varieties of “The Rendering-False Interpretation” (525). I think that
these unwieldy notions of ability can be adequately translated into my preclusion talk. One needs
only to think about what explains why someone is unable to falsify a certain proposition. (See
also Kapitan (2002).) If someone lacks a nonepistemic ability to falsify a proposition p, then it
will be because p is, in some sense, necessary. Something general will preclude S from acting
such that p might be false or would be false, and, if so, then why not think of the inability wrt the
sort of thing that is doing the precluding. Not only does this seem to more adequately reflect the
deep metaphysical structure of the situation, but it seems to greatly simplify the issue. Perhaps
more importantly, I think these definitions are unhelpful, especially in the present context. Either
this primitive notion of ability is ‘choice’ or not. If so, then the rest of the definition is redundant,
and it is the primitive notion we are really after. If not, then we will have, built right in to the
proffered notion of ‘choice’ a counterexample, at least in spirit, to the very argument in question.
For then there would be some action that S has no choice about, but such that S does have a choice
about some consequence thereof.
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such a thing’. Think of a series of concentric circles, one inside the other, representing
the varieties of possibility. Let each circle represent a set of laws that is subsumed by
another broader set of laws. Now think of the points within the circles as a possible
worlds. The outermost circle will be the laws of logic, then inside of that perhaps the
metaphysical laws, and then inside of that the physical laws, and so on.* We can then
think of ability and inability in terms of possibility and model it in the same way as we
model alethic modalities and using the standard possible world semantics.’ Let us say
that if a proposition ~q is true in some world which falls inside of some circle ® that S is
®ly able to falsify q. If q is true in every possible world within some circle @, then S is
®ly unable to falsify g. To avoid confusion let us, at the outset, set aside the phrase
‘ability simpliciter’ to denote that sort of ability that is a sufficient condition for free will.

I think this model can help us see why someone would think that Beta 2 is true.’®
Think about any two propositions p and  such that p entails g. If S is ®ly unable to
falsify p then p is ®@ly necessary. Clearly if S is ®@ly unable falsify p, then S is @ly unable
to falsify . Why? Well, because ( is true in every world where p is true. This is an
intuitive result. The laws in question render people unable to falsify certain propositions
by necessitating the truth of some proposition. ‘Inability’, therefore, becomes an alethic
necessity and, since the formula (op & a(p D ()) 29 is a theorem of any normal system

of modal logic, Beta 2 is valid for non-epistemic abilities.’

Another interesting fact emerges from thinking about the matter in this way.
Consider Agglomeration (Np & N@) DN(p & (). A moment’s reflection shows that any
sort of inability represented above agglomerates, which is a problem, since, this rule is
widely recognized to be false.® If p is true in every world inside ® and q is true in every

4 Not that everyone will agree on what these laws are or which ones should subsume the
others.

5 T will sometimes drop the term alethic but I will always be talking about alethic modalities.

¢ What I will say here seems to apply to other versions of TNP as well. I’m thinking here in
particular of Carlson’s T1 and T3.

7 So long as the necessity in the second conjunct of the antecedent is at least as strong as
each of the other occurrences.

8 The original Beta rule, used by van Inwagen in his Essay on Free Will, was shown by
McKay and Johnson 1996, to be false by showing that it entailed Agglomeration and giving a
counterexample to it.
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world inside of @, then clearly p & q is true in every world inside of ®. Again, an intuitive
result as the formula (op & oq) D o(p & Q) is a theorem of any normal system of modal
logic. We have modeled ability in terms of ‘not being precluded’. To be more specific,
we have modeled ‘S is @ly able to falsify g’ in terms of ‘something of a ® kind does not
preclude the truth of ~q’. We have found that inabilities that can be modeled in this way
both agglomerate and are closed under logical entailment. These are perhaps obvious
results, as we have modeled inability in terms of a kind of alethic necessity and both of
these features are properties of this operator.’

The salient feature of our model is that ability is merely a matter of what possible
worlds contain certain true propositions. It seems evident to me that any sense of ability
that is merely a matter of being unencumbered by some metaphysical (as opposed to
epistemic) law can be modeled in this way and that any sense of inability that can be

% It is important to note I am not claiming that for all non-epistemic readings of ‘has a choice’
TNP inference rules are invalid. On the contrary, the fact that they can be modeled as above proves
they are valid. What I’'m committed to, at this point, is that none of these readings adequately
captures the concept of “choice.” Erik Carlson has identified four such principles that seem to be
valid. (2000) What I’'m offering here is an explanation of the validity of these principles. For the
lack of an ability to do something such that p might be false or to act such that p would be false,
given an appropriate, non-epistemic rendering of might and of the primitive can, ought to be
thought of as an alethic necessity. Shouldn’t I then consider all of the rules he offers to be valid
on the non-epistemic readings C1 and C2? (p. 280) I do. An in depth discussion of the
disagreement is beyond the scope of this paper, but I suspect that it is to do with our natural
tendency to slip back and forth between epistemic and non-epistemic abilities; to think of purely
alethic abilities when we are giving abstract arguments (284 & 285) and epistemic abilities when
we think of concrete examples (283 & 284). Having an undefined notion of ability in our
definition of choice probably makes this easier to do. Epistemic notions involved with “control”
are essential to coin tossing counterexamples. There is also something strange about the word
‘toss’ in this context. It seems to imply a lack of control. If someone knew how to throw a coin or
devise a machine to do so such that he could reliably predict whether it would land heads or tails,
would we still consider it a coin toss?
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modeled in the above way agglomerates. ' '' Anyone who accepts that ability simpliciter
is a non-epistemic concept is committed to the truth of Agglomeration.'? But, I think the

19T inda Zagzebski (1991, 165-168) claims to have shown that one form of alethic, non-
epistemic necessity, causal necessity, is not closed under entailment, and thus cannot be modeled
in this way. This may have something to do with the relationality and/or selectivity of the predicate
‘is causally necessary’ (see footnote 12). It may, as O’Connor notes, have something to do with
the temporal asymmetries inherent in causal relationships. (1993, p 7) Suppose that B is the
causally contingent occurrence of a particle decay. Suppose that A is the detection of said decay
and that the detector is so good that it reacts iff the particle decays. Let C be the conjunction of
the laws of nature and N be, ‘is causally necessary’. Zagzebski alleges that N(A and C) is true and
that [(C and A) entails B], but that it is not the case that N(B). I have more questions than answers.
Is it possible for a detector to be so effective that A together with the laws of nature would entail
B? Are the laws of nature causally necessary? In what sense is the conjunction (A and C) causally
necessary? Is it the same sense that A is causally necessary? A is causally necessary with regard
to B, but the conjunction (A and C) isn’t causally necessary with regard to B.

1 Slote 1982 disagrees. “It is generally agreed that ‘A knows that p” and ‘A knows that
(pJq) does not entail ‘A knows that p’ for appropriate substituends... What, however, if other,
non-epistemic modalities offer similar exceptions to our main principle.” (p. 11, emphasis mine)
He suggests that obligation offers an example of non-epistemic necessity that fails of
agglomeration and closure. His diagnosis is that the failure has to do with relationality and
specificity. “Obligation (obligatoriness) thus fails to be agglomerative and the reason why clearly
has to do with its relationality and with the specificity of the performances required to give rise to
a (relational) obligation.” (pg 13) He goes on to argue that non-accidentality offers an example
of alethic necessity that is afflicted by the same relative selectivity, and finally to argue that the
necessity involved in the consequence argument may be of this ilk. But notice how epistemic
Slote’s language is, he speaks of obligations, and of obligations defined in relation to
undertakings, and promises. When he speaks about non-accidentality in relation to “plans” (17)
and when he argues that the necessity used by proponents of the consequence argument may
exhibit selectivity he appeals to our actions being caused by “desires, abilities, character, and
beliefs...” (19) Clearly those concepts that Slote refers to as non-epistemic or alethic are not
epistemic in my sense (O’Connor also makes this point, pp. 13-15), but he doesn’t think that the
tacit epistemic nature of the concepts is doing any work. A proper analysis of the relationship
between Slote’s diagnosis of the failure of TNP inferences and mine would be interesting, but is
well beyond the scope of this paper.

12 This is not to say that there are not clearly necessary conditions of ability simpliciter that
do agglomerate. One might try to recast the argument in light of one of these necessary conditions.
This strategy is examined below in section 4.
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proper lesson to learn is not that Agglomeration is true, but that we cannot identify ability
simpliciter with some non-epistemic ability."

Section 2. Epistemic Ability

Is there some sense of ability that cannot be modeled in this way? I think so."
What if, we could be precluded from doing something not by some metaphysical law,
but by something about our epistemic situation? Consider what Tomas Kapitan calls
“strict ability”.

Strict Ability: S is strictly able at t to bring about p iff there is a course of
action K such that at t (i) S is able to do K, and (ii) p would be a reliable
consequence of S's doing K.

Reliable Consequence: p is a reliable consequence of S’s doing action K
at time t just in case (i) S’s intentionally K-ing at t made it the case that p, (ii) at
t, S acted on a plan according to which his K-ing then would make it the case
that p, (iii) there is a regular connection between S’s doing K-type actions and
p-type results as envisioned in S’s plan at t."”

As Kapitan says, strict ability requires some kind of “know how”. In other
words, one might be strictly unable to bring about something simply because one
lacks an epistemic property. This is perhaps the sense in which I speak truly when I
say “I cannot speak Korean.” Strict ability requires some kind of positive epistemic
relation between an agent and a proposition. I am grateful that the point I have to
make about it does not require that [ be able to cash out exactly what that relationship
is. Let us, for present purposes, name this relation E. What is important for us right
now is that we see that we can’t fit an epistemic notion of ability into the model

3 In his paper “Van Inwagen’s Consequence Argument”, Michael Huemer gives a
persuasive argument that “there is no way of specifying the set of worlds S has access to, such
that S’s having a choice about the fact that p is plausibly thought of as his having access to a world
in which ~p.” (§35) His conclusion is either identical with or entails the conclusion I have reached
here.

14 So does van Inwagen. In his 2000 paper, “Free Will Remains a Mystery” he concedes that
the kind of inability that constitutes not having a choice cannot be modeled above (p. 9). But there
is no deep explanation for why the N operator behaves in this way. I think the present section
offers such a plausible explanation.

15 T have emphasized certain words here to emphasize the epistemic nature of the definition.
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above. We can’t simply draw in another circle and call the space inside of it strict
ability. Remember that the salient feature of our model was that of truth conditions
and ‘location’ being isomorphic to preclusion. But, if one can be precluded by ones
noetic structure, then there is no good way to model that preclusion in the above
manner. For in order to model epistemic ability we need to know, not just the truth
value of a proposition in some set of possible worlds, but S’s epistemic relation to
that proposition.

Do epistemic inabilities agglomerate? Well, I suppose it’s a bit of a messy
question, depending on certain theories of belief, the logics that express them, and
the particular relation that the agent must bear to some possible action. I think,
however, it will be fairly uncontroversial if I say, not necessarily.'® Certainly strict
inability, to its virtue, does not agglomerate. Consider the famous coin toss
counterexample to Agglomeration. A man is going to toss a coin but does not. He is
unable to falsify ~h (the coin does not land tails) and unable to falsify ~t (the coin
will not land tails) and yet able to falsify (~h&~t). Clearly strict ability gives the right
result in this case.

Perhaps ability simpliciter is an epistemic ability like strict ability. One makes
a choice not merely by causing something, but by doing so intentionally. Intending
is an epistemic concept and any notion of ability that takes intention into account
will also be an epistemic concept.

16 According to prevailing theories of belief, a person is ignorant of some proposition if her
subjective probability for some proposition is .5. I would think that for any epistemic ability
ignorance is sufficient to render S unable to ensure the falsity of some proposition. The question
of whether or not epistemic inabilities agglomerate then might be reducible to the question of
whether or not ignorance agglomerates. And it seems that it does not. It is possible to have a .5
subjective probability toward two propositions and yet not toward their conjunction. Consider
again the case of a coin toss. If someone is tossing a coin I am ignorant of the proposition ~h the
coin will not land heads and ignorant of the proposition ~t the coin will not land tails, yet I am
certainly not ignorant of the conjunction of those propositions. Of course, there is more to ability,
in the relevant sense, than epistemology. There will be nonepistemic conditions that are built into
epistemic abilities, but it seems wholly implausible that being ignorant of two propositions, and
thus unable to do anything about them, will imply that one of those metaphysical conditions is not
met with regard to the conjunction of those propositions and thus that one is unable (for
nonepistemic reasons) to do anything about it. If so, then reasoning along these lines provides a
good reason to think that no notion of epistemic inability will agglomerate.
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Section 3. Epistemic Ability and Beta 2

What is immediately evident is that the reason we had for thinking Beta 2 is
true for non-epistemic abilities is absent with respect to epistemic abilities. For since
the truth value of some proposition in certain worlds is not necessarily sufficient to
render S unable to falsify p, that p entails g can no longer guarantee that S is unable
to falsify g. I would like, however, to put forward some more positive argument for
thinking that Beta 2 is false for epistemic abilities. I will offer two, one concrete, in
the form of a counterexample, and the other a bit more abstract. I hope that at least
one of them will seem compelling.'’

First, the counterexample: consider a world in which I am the lone survivor
of the apocalypse. My computer experiences a random glitch in the programming
that changes the security procedures. Now, instead of asking me for my password, it
shows me a prompt which says ‘enter the number Pi to 20 digits’. In all the chaos,
something has happened to my memory. I know that Pi is a famous number, and that
it has something to do with circles, and I even remember, vaguely, that it is 3.14, but
there is no way that I can remember the number out to 20 digits or how to calculate
it. Also, for those who may not know, I am a technologically unsophisticated luddite
and posses no special computer skills. I am now, I think we will all agree, unable to
log onto my computer. I am unable to enter the number Pi out to 20 digits. What is
more, nobody has or ever has had a choice about the fact that (p) Pi has not been
entered. Yet, p entails that (q) a certain series of numbers, 3.14..., has not been typed
into my computer. But I am clearly able to type those numbers into the keyboard.'®

17 Beta 2 may well have more problems than I’ve mentioned. I’m focusing here, in the
context of the consequence argument, on problems with Beta 2 given the truth of determinism,
but there are counterexamples to Beta 2 that involve indeterminacy (See O’Connor, 1993 pp 2-
5). These counterexamples seem so underdescribed to me that I’m not sure what to say about
them.

18 Van Inwagen considers a similar example. I believe the response he has in mind is the one
I consider below in “A Reply Considered” (1983, pp. 230-231 footnote 9). Erikson considers a
similar example, probably borrowed from Van Inwagen, and concludes that the incompatibilist
ought to reject the epistemic reading of ‘has a choice’. (2000, pp. 280-283) Timothy O’Connor
considers a similar counterexample that clearly depends on an epistemic interpretation of having
a choice, but does not think the epistemology is to blame. (1993, p. 6) His example depends on
the principle that one has a choice about some conjunction if one has a choice about the final
conjunct, where final seems to mean temporally final. (p. 20, footnote 7) This view has the
untoward consequence that I have a choice about the fact that it is raining and I go to the store,
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So, here it looks as if we have a possible world where Np is true and p entails g and
yet Nq is false; a world in which Beta 2 is false.

The reason for the counterexample is that when it comes to epistemic ability
it is possible for there to be some proposition that someone is unable to falsify for
purely epistemic reasons-just because they lack E for that proposition. And since no
non-epistemic relation will guarantee that they will lack E as regards the entailments,
implications, or other metaphysical consequences of that proposition, no non-
epistemic relation, can guarantee that someone will have no choice about those
metaphysical, logical, or causal consequences.

Here is a more abstract argument for the same conclusion. Consider some case of
merely epistemic inability, that is, some case where S is unable to falsify some true
proposition p merely because she lacks the requisite epistemic relationship to p.'” If Beta
2 holds in this case then ‘S is unable to falsify q’ (~AsqQ) is true in this situation. What I
want to know is why. The validity of Beta 2 in cases of merely epistemic inability
depends upon the following rule: If S lacks E wrt p and p entails g, then S is unable to
falsify q.

Zeta [~Esp & op D q] D ~As(q

It is worth pausing to note how very odd it would be if Zeta were true. Why would
the lack of some epistemic property with regard to some proposition p entail that
someone is not able to falsify an entailment of p? Do the facts that S is ignorant of p and
p entails q entail that certain biomechanical facts are true about S, or that S is located at
a place too distant from an object referred to by q, or that S is too short, or that some fact
or other obtains that prevents S from falsifying q? But, then, the world is an odd place,
especially under a philosophical light. Let me take a crack at a more substantive
argument:

but only if I go to the store after it rains. It will seem strange to some that in addition to having a
choice about eating pie this evening I also have a choice about eating pie and the fact that objects
fall at -9.8m/s (or indeed that I have a choice about the big conjunctive fact that expresses the
actual history of the universe). I tend to think that this sort of issue is one of the ways that we can
make sense of having more or less choice about a state of affairs, and that our workaday notions
of choice may well admit of degrees just as our ascriptions of moral responsibility do. I consider
it a virtue of my counterexample that it avoids the issue altogether.

19 Or perhaps we will want to say that in order for S to be able to falsify p the proposition
that he has to bear some epistemic relation to is ~p.
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Something explains why ~Asq is true in this situation. As far as I can see there is
always some explanation for a person’s inability to do something and the explanation
seems to always be something like, “the thing she cannot do is precluded by some kind
of law that is not under her control.” It seems to me that if ~Asq is always true in these
situations, in situations of merely epistemic inability, then one of two things must be true.
Either there is some epistemic law that precludes S from falsifying g, or there is some
non-epistemic law that precludes the falsity of . One of the following propositions is
true:

A [~Esp & op 2 q] 2 ~Esq

Or

B [~Esp & op[] q] o~Aws(

Where ~Aws( is ‘S is unable to falsify q for some non-epistemic reason’. If B is

true, then ~Esp & 0O(p D Q) entails that there is some particular non-epistemic law that
precludes the falsity of q.

Let’s take A first. A is an obviously fallacious rule of inference. If such an
inference were possible, then we would have a new and conclusive argument against
determinism. We are ignorant of the initial state of the universe and we are ignorant of
some of the laws of nature and thus we lack E with regard to those propositions. If
determinism is true then every current state of affairs is entailed by that initial state and
the laws of nature. If F were true then determinism would entail that everyone lacks E in
regard to every proposition. Clearly determinism entails no such thing. We know how to
do things. We intend things and do them purposefully. Determinism might render me
unable, in some sense, to intend otherwise, but that T intend to do things is, I think,
beyond dispute.

So what about B? Is it possible that ~Esp & op D q always entails that there is
some non-epistemic law that precludes the falsity of q? It would be utterly mysterious to
me if this were the case. There doesn’t seem to be any logical or conceptual connection
at all between the antecedent in B and the consequence. It just seems perfectly evident
that my mere ignorance of how to falsify some proposition is not sufficient to render me
unable to falsify every entailment of that proposition. It seems clear that there is a
possible world such that I am unable, for merely epistemic reasons, to falsify p and yet
am able to falsify some entailment of p. In fact, I think my counterexample describes
such a world. Furthermore, if B were true then we would be able to make the clearly
fallacious inference from the fact that someone is ignorant of the past and the laws of
nature and determinism that she is unable to falsify any true proposition about the future.
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No one in the long, long history of this debate, be they compatibilist, incompatibilist, or
semi-compatibilist, has ever thought that if determinism is true our mere ignorance about
the past might threaten our freedom. Unless some argument for B is forthcoming, I think
these considerations warrant the abandonment of B and with it the counterintuitive Zeta.

Section 4. A Reply Considered

Short of good old fashioned philosophical bullet biting, there’s only one
plausible sounding move I can imagine my antagonist making:

“Your argument assumes that cases of merely epistemic inability are possible,
but if determinism is true, then they are not. You are quite right that ability simpliciter
requires an epistemic relation. You are right again that this inability does not
agglomerate, and, furthermore, you are correct that it does not transfer over
entailments, but there is some necessary condition for ability simpliciter that
determinism rules out and the lack of which does transfer over entailments.

To put the point more formally: Let | be the proposition that describes the past
and the laws of nature and let f be some proposition about the future. Clearly, there is
some sense of ‘able’ by which one speaks truly when one says (P) ‘nobody is able to
falsify I.” Let X denote this ability and ~Xnl stand for ‘nobody is Xly able to falsify I’.
Clearly there is some sense of ‘able’ in which one speaks truly if one says (Q) ‘If ~Xnl
is true and | entails f, then nobody is able to falsify f.” Let D stand for the ability referred
to in Q and let ~Dnf stand for nobody is Dly able to falsify f .

(4) ~Xnl
BG)odof
(6) ~Dnf*

Dnf is a necessary condition for ability simpliciter; ~Dnf entails Nf. (6) follows
from (4) and (5) by modus ponens, conjunction, and the following rule.

20 [ believe the technical notions of ‘no matter what” and ‘exact access’, proposed by Huemer
(2000) and van Inwagen (2000) respectively, carve out exactly the form of necessity denoted here
by ‘D’, what I would call deterministic inability.
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Beta 3
[~Xnl & o(l © f)] © ~Dnf

To go back to our model, ~Xnl would mean that | is true in some set of possible
worlds Z. If | entails f, then clearly f is true in every possible world in Z. D is just defined
as the set of worlds where (4) and (5) are true. Clearly, on the present semantics, Beta 3
is valid. Since we admit that ability simpliciter is an epistemic concept, neither are we

committed by any of our definitions to the truth of Agglomeration.”?'

The problem is that once the proponent of the argument has spelled things out
so clearly, the argument becomes dialectically deficient. Because D picks out just
that ability which we lack iff determinism is true (let’s call it deterministic ability),
the argument is nothing more than a restatement of the incompatibilist position.
Nobody who accepts compatibalism can consistently accept that deterministic ability
is a necessary condition for ability simpliciter. The glaringness of the inconsistency
is too much for most properly functioning persons to overlook. Someone who does
accept that definition of ability simpliciter®® is or ought to be an incompatibilist
already and stands in no need of any fancy modal argument to convince her.

Section 5: Why this problem won’t go away.

The most interesting thing about this problem is that that it looks like there won’t
be any good way to fix it. It is a deep feature of the logic of the argument and no amount
of gerrymandering is going to make it go away. The spirit of the consequence argument
is that we can infer from our inability to change the past and the laws of nature (p) that
we are unable to change the deterministic consequences of p ((). So any suitable closure
rule would have the following form:

(~Asp & CpQ) 2 ~As(q

where ~Asp is ‘S is unable to falsify p’, p and q are true propositions, and Cpq
is ‘q is a deterministic consequence of p’. So long as the ability involved is an

211 believe this is the response that van Inwagen has in mind, at least tacitly in “An Essay
on Free Will” (footnote 9, pg 230-231) and more explicitly in “Free Will Remains a Mystery.”
(2000) I believe this is also the response that Huemer makes with his “No Matter What” version
of the argument. (2000)

221 do, for the record.
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epistemic ability, the above arguments will apply mutatis mutandis to this rule as
well. The ability in question is either epistemic or non-epistemic. If it is non-
epistemic then the proponent of the rule is committed to agglomeration. If it is an
epistemic ability, then the rule is false. For if epistemic inabilities do not transfer
over entailment relations then neither do they transfer over consequence relations.
And for the same reason. We cannot infer that a person lacks the relevant epistemic
relation (E) in regard to some future proposition from the fact that (i) some
determining relationship, however strong or weak it might be, obtains between the
past and the future and (ii) she lacks E in regard to some past proposition. Neither
can we infer from these facts that there is some there non-epistemic law that will
render us unable to change the future.

Conclusion

It is an interesting feature of our various concepts of ability that those for
which Beta 2 is true entail Agglomeration and those that do not entail Agglomeration
are those for which Beta 2 is false. I think this explains a lot about the history of the
argument. When we are thinking about a non-epistemic notion of ability, Beta 2 and
other closure rules seem intuitive. When we think of our workaday notions of choice,
we think of an epistemic concept and it seems that Agglomeration is false.* The
epistemology inherent in our ordinary notions of ability explains the coin
counterexample. We lack a certain epistemic relation having to do with control or
intention toward the proposition (~h) and toward the proposition (~t) that we have
toward the conjunction of those propositions (~h & ~t). We are able to intentionally
bring it about that the coin will land either heads or tails, but while we are able to
cause the coin to come up heads or come up tails, we aren’t able to do so on purpose.

Since non-epistemic abilities imply Agglomeration and epistemic abilities
imply that Beta 2 is false, it seems that the proponent of the argument utilizing Beta
2 must accept that either Beta 2 is false or Agglomeration is true. When we
understand why epistemic notions of ability open Beta 2 to counterexample, we can
see that no new version of TNP is going to help. The fact that epistemology and
metaphysics float free is what opens Beta 2 to counterexamples. This same fact that

2 See, for example, Van Inwagen’s article “Free Will Remains a Mystery”, where he talks
in terms of logical space about how the he was mislead about the original Beta Rule and presents
a new closure rule.
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explains why inability simpliciter neither agglomerates, nor transfers over
entailments. This same fact will render any sort of new inference rule invalid. We
simply cannot infer anything about someone’s epistemology from the fact that
certain propositions are determined to be true by past events. We cannot therefore,
infer that a person will be epistemically unable to change some future event merely
because that event is determined by other past events that she had no choice about.

The main idea of the consequence argument is that events that are the
consequence of events that are beyond our control are not themselves within our
control. That idea is as compelling today in its more formalized versions as it was
when Diodorus initially expressed it more than 2,000 years ago. But much of the
intuitive force of the argument vanishes once we make the incompatibilist say what
she means. The argument trades in the currency of ambiguity and once we force the
proponent of the argument to get clear about what she means by ‘having a choice’ or
‘could have’ or ‘unable’, or whatever locution she is using, it will become clear that
she is using that locution in a way that either commits her to Agglomeration or
renders her argument invalid or dialectically deficient.

References

Carlson, Erik. Incompatibalism and the Transfer of Power Necessity. Nous.
34 (2000): 227-290.

Finch, Alicia and Warfield, Ted. The Mind Argument and Incompatibilistism. Mind,
107(1998): 515-528.

Huemer, Michael. Van Inwagen’s Consequence Argument. Philosophical Review 109,
no. 4 (2000): 525-544.

Kaptitan, Tomas. A Master Argument for Incompatibilism? The Oxford Handbook of
Free Will. 127-157. Oxford University Press, 2002.

McKay, Thomas and Johnson, David. A Reconsideration of an Argument against
Compatibilism. Philosophical Topics, 24 (1996):

O’Connor, Timothy. On the Transfer of Necessity. Nous. 27 (1993): 204-218

Russell, Paul. Pessimists, Pollyannas, and the New Compatibilism. The Oxford
Handbook of Free Will. 229-256. Oxford University Press, 2002.

Slote, Michael A. Selective Necessity and the Free Will Problem. Journal of Philosophy.
79 (1982): 5-24.

NsasaNIANUSTasANEwILHIUSZINALNe TN 8 aUufl 2 (Anenew 2556). E



Power Necessity, Transfer Principles, and the Consequence Argument William Demsar

van Inwagen, Peter. Free Will Remains a Mystery. Philosophical Perspectives. 14
(2000):1-19.

van Inwagen, Peter. An Essay on Free Will. New York: Oxford University Press, 1983.

Widerker, David. On an Argument for Incompatibalism. Analysis. 47 (1987): 37-41.

Zagzebski, Linda. The Dilemma of Freedom and Foreknowledge. New York: Oxford
University Press, 1987.

NsasaNIANUSTasANEwILHIUSZINALNe TN 8 aUufl 2 (Anenew 2556). n



a o o 1 g
Susmasiiin luguzasaunaiunalulad
Internet as Technologically Mediated Information

WA UTIAIANG
F12IUTIYMAAITHT ANENBHEAITATUASTIANAITAT HN1TNGIAETIIAUATIITIA

UNAREa

aaLd5H UBSNUNBILAWEINEITAWNATINITOLUIBaNUBEIHNUSLLANATHAIINTHAWS
AuAaLlnaSouazaIsanNARINagLrNawiian1wziisaInAIalnason1nna
arsawnAdsziandwiosnnduansswnaifimaluladiluganate §idewini
gsawnananalilaiANdNN S TUAM N RIS IUANAII NS THWNATIUSS NN
1B8n91 B15EWNATRINGIINARSDENSHWNALEUs BN Lhaeana1sawnALeRzaDN
gransanulainduansawnediwnaluladiduin vazdaidwednuszn1snitezes
flaeunAe d15awNARIN AR LAlUSEUNIANINEISERINALEBEREN ABn15LaE

a

(9
U L= s

doyauaznsidniviayabdielinisieansinfaseninenwuninszanalaningn Ao

AULADSLINTIL T W NEITaIN19N1SHOEITENITEWNAUSZLANTIT bHld@1SHWNAN S
S28EH199INANLIT a5

Albert Borgmann proposes that information can be categorized into three types based
on its relationship to reality. Much more than other types of information, digital
information is at further distance from reality due to its being technologically mediated.
In this paper, | argue that digital information does not bear a type of relationship with
reality that is different from what Borgmann calls “cultural information” or “analog
information.” That is because the latter can be considered to be technologically
mediated. | also argue that digital information has an advantage over analog
information, that is, its accessibility that allows more widespread communication.
Therefore, the Internet is only a channel of communication, not information at a far
remove from reality.
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® “Signs came to stand apart from things and at origin of entirely new things......Cultural
Information through records, reports, maps, and charts discloses reality much more widely and incisively

than natural signs ever could have done.” (Ibid., section 28-32)
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© Albert Borgmann, Technology and reality, Man and World, 4, no. 1, 1971.
! “Evidently, since technological information realize itself, the demand on the realization skills of
people decline to nothing. Semantic resolution of information and human skills of realization are reversely

proportional.” (Borgmann, Holding on to Reality , Chapter 14, location 1983)
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8 Ibid., Chapter 14, location 1960.
o Ibid., Chapter 13, location 1914.
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28, no. 1 (2013): 15-20.
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' Luciano Floridi, Information ethics: its nature and scope. In Jeroen Van Den Hoven and John
Weckert (eds), Information Technology and Moral Philosophy (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2008), 49.

'S Luciano Floridi, The method of levels of abstraction, pp. 303-329.
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