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Abstract

The criminal justice process in Thailand has primarily focused on uncovering the truth
to bring offenders to justice, applying this approach to all types of criminal cases. However, in
certain cases, such as sexual assault, which is a special type of crime different from regular
criminal cases, the victim is not always considered an integral party in the legal proceedings
as much as they should be. In reality, a deeper analysis shows that the victim in a sexual
assault case plays a key role that could significantly impact the effectiveness of the
enforcement of related laws.

This article aims to: 1) study the issues in handling victims during the prosecution of
sexual assault cases in Thailand, and 2) explore ways to improve the criminal justice process
to better protect victims of sexual assault in Thailand. This research is qualitative in nature,
with the key informants being experts with knowledge and experience related to the criminal
justice process in sexual assault cases. These experts are divided into four groups: Group 1
consists of personnel in the public criminal justice sector, including investigators, public
prosecutors, judges, and officials from the Department of Rights and Liberties Protection,
totaling 6 people; Group 2 includes professionals related to the case, such as
psychologists/social workers from the One Stop Crisis Center (OSCC) or "safe center" and
forensic doctors, totaling 2 people; Group 3 comprises civil society networks, including
representatives from the Women's Foundation, media, and lawyers, totaling 3 people; and
Group 4 includes legal and criminal justice scholars, totaling 1 person. The informants were
selected through purposive sampling, and the research method used was in-depth interviews
with content analysis.

The research findings revealed that: 1) the treatment of victims in sexual assault cases
within the criminal justice process in Thailand has led to issues concerning victims, society,
law, the justice process, and the protection of rights, and 2) it is necessary to improve the
criminal justice process to better protect victims of sexual assault by making it more
comprehensive, reducing redundancies in procedural steps, and preventing the victim from
being re-victimized by the justice process.

Therefore, it is recommended to improve the criminal justice process by starting with

a genuine emphasis on the rights of victims of sexual assault. This can be done by formally
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guaranteeing their rights in writing, enhancing coordination among agencies in the justice
process to reduce overlapping steps, and creating guidelines for practitioners to handle victims
of sexual assault appropriately. This will help prevent the victim from being further victimized
and encourage their cooperation with the justice process to bring the offender to justice, in

line with the intentions of the law.
Keywords: Rape, Criminal Justice Process, Victim Rights Protection
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