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Abstract

This article explained the “the meaning of space of Urak Lawoi ethnic group and politic of space
in Andaman coastal”. As the study concept, the space was used to analyze the data, which had
collected from Urak Lawoi communities in Lanta island located in the coastal areas of the Andaman,
Krabi province, from April 2014 to July 2016, by using methods of participant observation, group
discussion and key informant interview, the findings revealed as followings; First, Urak Lawoi has
intimated knowledge on their space both land and sea. In term of the first space, land and sea are
fertiled and are important for their livelihoods. For second space, Urak Lawoi believed that nature and
human belonged to the super-natural and they do not have the concept of private property, but a
common property. Second, within the context of development, the space which belongs to Urak Lawoi
was given a new meaning by private sector and state as space to generate economic income and
conservation. However, the practices of conservation by state is by covert the profits for tourism. This
overlay meaning of the space is “social space” or “politic of space” and it dispossed Urak Lawoi from
access to natural resources and violated the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People, especially
the customary rights of land and territory which they inherited from their ancestors. In conclusion, this
ariticle used the concept of space which revealed the politics of space in the Andaman coastal area
and uneaqual power-relations among the ethnic group, the private sector and the state. This article
provided recommendations that the private sector must comply with principle of Business and Human
Rights, while the state must comply with the United Nations Declaration on Rights of Indigenous

Peoples.

Keywords: Urak Lawoi; Ethnic group; Politics of space
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