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Sustainable Participation and Strength in Social Capital :
A Case Study of Mae Yao Sub-district, Muang District,
Chiang Rai Province.
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Abstract

The objectives of this study were: 1) to survey participation and social
capital in Sirirat Village, Maeyao Subdistrict, Mueang District, Chiang Rai
Province; and 2) to develop the guidelines for participation and social
capital in favoring community's strength empowerment.

The study was a qualitative research and the population was 176
participants that included 173 household representatives and three
community leaders. The key informants were recruited by purposive

sampling. The research instruments were in-depth interview, observation,
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and questionnaire. The data was analyzed using frequency, percentage,
and mean.

The findings showed that 1. participation and social capital in Sirirat
Village, Maeyao Subdistrict, Mueang District, Chiang Rai Province were found
at the high level due to the fact that villagers possessed strong and secured
foundation at the high level; they held reliability and reliance among each
other at the very high level; their participation in cultural and local wisdom
activities was in consistent and continuous manner; they initiated these
activities with creativity and self-endeavor by the support from community
leader, village committee, local administrators, and local administrative
organization. At the very first stage villagers might not pay much attention
and participation, but their strong community bonding and relationship
motivated the people to participate in activities and the situation tended to
be better in the future. The social capital regarding economic, security, and
management dimensions of Sirirat Village, it was found that this village held
readiness and potential at the high level whether it be social dimension
in overall as well as those of community leaders and community
administrators as it could be seen that villagers held perception and
interests in social environment of their own community. In addition, they
had confidence and trust on their official community leaders and
administrators. Likewise, the leaders showed their observable responsibility
in developing the community at the best performance which resulted in
very high level of acceptance from the villagers.

2. The guidelines for participation and social capital favoring
community's strength empowerment based on this study should focus on 3
issues, that is, relationship of individual in community, economics, security,

and management.

Keywords : Participation, Strength in Social Capital, Sustainable
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