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Community Identity in Textiles of the Pga K’nyau Ethnic Group in
Chokchai Sub-district, Doi Luang District, Chiang Rai Province.
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study Community identity in textiles of the
Pga K’nyau Ethnic Group , Doi Luang District, Chiang Rai Province. This is qualitative research
with content analysis from 2 groups of informants. The village headman and the weavers total
17 people. The results of the study found that the Pga K’nyau Ethnic Groups people live in
Chokchai Subdistrict and Nong Pa Ko Subdistrict. It is a group of Pow descent who migrated from
Lamphun Province. and Lampang Province. Began to migrate around 101 years ago, living a life
that is bound and dependent on nature. It's a simple way of life. venerate the ancestors coupled
with respect for Buddhism The dress style that indicates social status is divided into 3 age ranges
according to their status. and the fabric patterns of the Pak K'nyau people of Ban Doi and Ban
Nong Dan There are 2 traditional fabric patterns: Mudmee Khu Chak Kang pattern. and Mudmee
Ning Meklang pattern. Inheriting the belief in woven fabrics It is passed down from generation
to generation. using cloth patterns according to different mothers Inheritance through the
process of nurturing from the mother. including respecting the ancestors with rituals according
to their beliefs. Respecting the wife's family with dowry fabrics. It is an intervention for the next
generation. Respect and gratitude to ancestors. with patterns and styles of clothing or even
a lifestyle that relies on spirit rituals. Concluded that 1) the characteristics of traditional woven
fabrics caused by living connected with belief. when free from harvesting or agricultural season
Most women stay at home and take care of their children and spend their free time knitting and
weaving for family use. and the society of the Pga K'nyau people, the Pow group respected their

maternal relatives. Senior women in the home have a role to play in raising family members.
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Belief was inherited from the upbringing of the mother Affects the treatment of fabric patterns
used as dowry cloth including participating in various religious rituals Need to dress according
to social status Traditional lifestyles rely on nature, thus imitating and using natural materials
for weaving, dyeing. 2) Knowledge enhancement until able to apply the patterns on the fabric
as a pattern that has the identity of the Pak Khenyaw people There is a distinctive identity.
Unlike other ethnic groups became the value of Pga K'nyau's woven fabric identity. 3) the value
of textiles Preserve and pass on the story from generation to generation and guidelines for
developing a body of knowledge for a creative economy from the Pga K'nyau culture.

Keywords: Textiles identity. Pga K’nyau Ethnic Group. Doi Luang District.
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