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The Relationship between Kam-Tai Language
and Gaoyang Yue Language
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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to study the relationships between GaoyanéYue and Kam-Tai
languages through analyses of sound correspondences and sorting the patterns of sound
correspondences amongs Gaoyang Yue, Thai, Zhuang and Kam. Based on 1,228 basic wordlist,

the data are gathered by interviewing 2 Yue informants and by collecting Kam-Tai basic words
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from the book entitled ‘Kam-Tai Wordlists’. The data are analyzed by the method of

comparative linguistics and the results of this research are presented by analytical description.
The results reveal that there are 520 words which are similar in sound and meaning.

These words are analyzed and sorted out the patterns of correspondences on consonants, vowels

and tones. There are 307 basic words which can be regarded as real cognates. In addition, it is

found that high amount of cognates are in odder from verbs and nouns. Classifiers are found less.

The results of this research can be used as a data for studying the relationship between dialects in

Tai Language family and other dialects of Yue.
Keywords: Cognates, Kam-Tai language, Gaoyang-Yue language, Correspondences, Genetic
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