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MY FOOLISH HEART: A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF
INTERPRETATIONS BY BILL EVANS
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Abstract

The objective of this study is to compare the interpretations of two improvise versions
of Bill Evans’ My Foolish Heart from “Waltz for Debby” album and “Turn out the Star: The
Final Village Vanguard” album. The comparison was performed through the analysis of harmony,
rhythm, melodic variations, accompaniment and other important factors.

The research revealed that, 1) concerning harmony, both versions of the piece contained
chords in root position and rootless voicing tension chords. Both versions used seventh chords
which were composed of two to four notes. However, in “Turn out the Star” version, there were
some additions in chord progressions. 2) Concerning rhythm, “Waltz for Debby” version used
double-time rhythm during improvisational part, while “Turn out the Star” version used the
ballad Jazz performing style resembling the original piece. Both versions preferred to use triplet
and sixteenth notes in rhythm construction. In the topic of melodic variations, “Waltz for Debby”
version changed the rhythm of the original melody, especially during the main melody part. In
“Turn out the Star” version, only important motives from the original melody were used.
3) The motives transformation were extending, developing, increasing the range of the used
notes, using sequences, using repetitions, and performing by using the spaces between the melodies.
4) Concerning accompaniment, both versions had left-hand part play accompaniment supporting
the right-hand part, play the accents for some melodies and create the rhythm in accordance with

the melody.

Keywords: TURN OUT THE STAR: THE FINAL VILLAGE VANGUARD, BILL EVANS,
MY FOOLISH HEART, WALTZ FOR DEBBY
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