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The Development Approach for Cultural Tourism Management: A

Case Study on Thai Zong Dam Community in Ban Nong Noen,
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Abstract

This study is a qualitative research using participatory technique. Thai
Zong Dam community in Ban Nong Noen, Tha Tako district, Nakhon Sawan
province was purposively selected as the community under the study. The
objectives were to study about the potentials and ways of local cultural
tourism management of the community. The 29 key informants comprised
executives and sub-district administrative organization council members,
local leaders, sub-district and district cultural council chairpersons, teachers,
students, senior people and community leaders. Questionnaires, an in-depth
interview form and a participatory meeting recording form were used.
Trainings and workshops, focus group discussions, public forums, study visits,
and pilot tourism activities were held.

It was found that potentials for cultural tourism management of Thai
Zong Dam community in organizing cultural tourism are due to having the
local cultural center called Ban Chamlong Thai Zong Dam as a community
learning resource about local cultural ways; having Ban Nong Noen school to
work on local curriculum and related activities for passing on local customs,
traditions, folk plays, beliefs, language, clothing and local wisdom specific to
their identity. Management in each household group is based on its resource
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and the leader. For participation aspect, coordination and cooperation have
been made among leaders, community leaders, local organizations, schools,
government agencies in doing community activities. For community
potentials, the leaders have learned about community ways of life in the
aspects of culture, traditions and local wisdom of local identity. There have
been improvement and development of learning resources. Their awareness
in values of resources of the community are shown by inheriting and passing
on their customs and traditions as well as local wisdom. Study visits to
prototype communities in cultural tourism management have been made.
There have been trainings on cultural tourism management and learning
about community activities continually for cultural tourism management.
The development approach for cultural tourism management includes
making a cultural community development plan, setting up a working group
in the community, seeking cooperation with community leaders, community
organizations, sub-district administrative organization and network, information
system setting up, community landscaping, local cultural center developing,
setting up a cultural community fund, and piloting cultural tourism.

Keywords : cultural tourism, cultural community, Thai Zong Dam
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