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Strategy of Thailand's Rice Exports to ASEAN
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Abstract

The objectives of this study were: 1) to investigate the current situation
of exporting Thai rice to ASEAN; 2) to examine the factors relation the export
of Thai rice to ASEAN; and 3) to formulate strategic recommendations
involving the export of Thai rice to ASEAN. The population were 12 Thai Rice
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Exporters Association and government officials from Rice Department of
Thailand, Department of Foreign Trade, Department of International Trade
Promotion, Department of Trade Negotiations, and 80 representatives from
the companies dealing with exporting Thai rice to ASEAN. Data collection
and analysis involved documentary analysis, interview, SWOT Analysis, and
questionnaire. Statistical analysis was percentage, mean, standard deviation,
and correlation analysis.

The findings showed that: Countries exporting rice in ASEAN showed
no countermeasures for rice import; however, countries importing rice
showed various forms of the countermeasures for rice import including tax
and non-tax measures. Potentiality enhancement of Thai rice export should
focus on fixing the issues involving irrication system, quality of soil, and
strongly empowering the knowledge for the farmers in order to strengthen
the potentiality in rice production of Thailand and maintain the competitive
advantages acainst the global competition. In the meantime, ASEAN
countries are approaching the full-mode of integration by the December
2015, but many ASEAN countries still do not implement zero tax policy or
employ other non-tax measures for rice trading to protect the agricultural
industry of the country.

The factors relation Thai rice export to ASEAN country were politics,
economics, foreign affairs, factory, and financial.

Recommendations for application of the findings were :

1. Countries holding the countermeasures in trading should build good
ambassador relationship with the importing countries, offer special types of
Thai rice, and run the marketing campaign in the importing countries to
stimulate the market consistently. While in countries without the
countermeasures, there should be more implementation of marketing
activities by means of offering special types of Thai rice and expanding the

branch offices in the importing countries for marketing purpose and
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approaching variety of the target groups. Marketing campaign should also be
organized consistently to trigger the needs of the consumers.

2. The white rice should reduce the cost of manufacturing and
increase the volume of production as well as the quality. The Mali brand
focused on brand creation and confidence of the consumers on eliminating
rice contamination. Khao Hom Pathum should increase the public relations
and boost the marketing activity to compete against Khao Hom Vietnam.
The other special types of rice should concentrate on public relations and

employ consistent marketing activities in the rice importing countries.
Keywords : Strategy of rice exports, Thailand's rice exports, ASEAN
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