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Abstract

The aims of this research were: 1) to study the level of participation in local politics of
female in Lanna provinces; 2) to study factors empowering the strengths in local politics
participation of female; and 3) to study guidelines and policy recommendations towards
empowering the strengths in local politics participation of female. Research instruments were
questionnaire and SWOT Analysis. The samples were 400 female local politicians playing active
roles in East Lanna area. The findings showed that:

1. Regarding the level of understanding about election system, Lanna female
population, in overall, held the level of understanding about election system at 84.3%. The aspect
that the sample group showed the highest level of understanding was the duration of sub-district
administration organization council serving their term in the position while the aspect holding the
lowest level was those who changed nationality needed to hold Thai nationality for how many
years in order to be eligible for voting.

2. Regarding the faith towards local political system, Lanna female population, in
overall, held the degree of faith towards local political system at 85.13. The aspect holding the

highest level of the faith was to develop stable democracy system, it needs to start from the



democracy at the grass root level. For the subsequent aspect, local administration allowed people
to participate in the political movement as local politics was in the closest proximity and held the
immediate effect towards the people’s lives. Local politics also possessed the direct relationship
to politics at the national level and paved the way for the people to conveniently develop their
understanding in the political system at the national level.

3. Regarding the level of particpation in politics of female in East Lanna, in the overall,
the female population showed moderate level of participation in politics and they also held low
level in contacting with the politician and expresssing their thoughts.

4.SWOQOTanalysis regarding factors empowering the strengths of Lanna female in the
participation of local politics were: Strengths was modern technology allowed an access to
political information quickly and conveniently; Weakneses was politician career is still male-
dominantnorm; Opportunities was availability of channels and mechanisms allowing people to
conveniently gain an access to news and information; and Threats was decentralization of
administrative power is not fully functioning since true authority is still restricted to politics at the
national level. So, decentralization is far beyond there alpractice.

5.Regarding guidelines and policy recommendations towards empowering the strengths
in local politics participation of Lannafemale, the formulat edvision was “Thai Lanna female live
with dignity, strong inpolitic mindset, and having fine quality oflife” and there were 4 proposed
strategies, that is, Strategy 1: Build up social acceptance of equality of the female status; Strategy
2: Develop potentiality of Lanna female and increase their socio-economic opportunities; Strategy
3: Develop potentiality of Lanna female and increase their chance to participate in politicala
ctivities, administration, and making decision at various levels; andStratey 4: Build up

mechanisms driving female organizations at all levels insustainable manner.
Keywords:: Empowering the Strengths, Participation in Local Politics, Female in East Lanna
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