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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to develop instructional plans for organizing learning
activities by using Socratic questioning to promote reading skills and critical thinking ability of
Mathayomsueksa III students determine the effectiveness index of the instructional plans for
organizing learning activities using Socratic questioning to promote reading skills and critical
thinking ability and the traditional instruction, compare Mathayomsueksa III students’ English
reading and critical thinking abilities before and after learning through the use of Socratic
questioning and the traditional instruction, study the relationship between English reading skills
and critical thinking ability of Mathayomsueksa III students learning through Socratic
questioning, and compare English reading and critical thinking abilities of Mathayomsueksa III
students who learned through the Socratic questioning activities and those who learned through
the traditional instruction. The sample used in this study consisted of 69 students from 2
Mathayomsueksa III classes of Kuchinarai School, studying in the first semester of the academic
year 2012 and selected through cluster random sampling. The instruments used in this study were
instructional plans, English reading test and critical thinking ability test. The statistics used for
data analyses were mean, percentage, standard deviation, t-test (dependent sample) and
Hotelling’s T for testing the hypotheses. The results of the study were as follows: The efficiency
index of the developed instructional plans for organizing learning activities using Socratic
questioning to promote Mathayomsueksa III students’ reading skills and critical thinking ability
was 73.97/73.49, which met the required efficiency criterion of 70/70. The effectiveness index of
the learning activities using Socratic questioning to promote reading skills and critical thinking
ability was 0.6050, or 60.50%. The English reading and critical thinking abilities of
Mathayomsueksa III students assessed after learning through use of the Socratic questioning and
the traditional instruction activities were higher than their pretest performances at the .01 level of
statistical significance. There was a correlation between the reading ability and the critical
thinking ability of the students who learned through Socratic questioning activities at the .01
level of statistical significance. The reading ability and the critical thinking ability of
Mathayomsueksa I1I students who learned through the Socratic questioning activities were
higher than the performances of those who learned through the traditional instruction at the .01

level of statistical significance

Keywords: Socratic Questioning, Reading English Skill, Critical Thinking Ability
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