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Abstract

This research aims to study the general context of the ethnic A-kha in Chiang Rai province. Social Safety
Nets that influence and be the motivation for them to work overseas. How about the settlement environment and the lives
of the workers in the country that they work.And to study the impact on the lifestyle of the family, community and
cultural identity resulting from working in overseas. The sample of this study are 70 ethnic Akha in Chiang Rai province
who work in Taiwan and 41 community leaders/ elders in the A-kha ethnic group villages, the tools used to collect data in
this research are an open-ended questionnaire (Interview Guideline) , participant observation , Participatory rural
appraisal(PRA), Focus Group and find out more for the analysis and assess the situation.

The results of the research have 4 sections below.

1. Almost of the A-kha ethnic, who went to work abroad are male age between 27-31 years old , married
with two children. They graduated from elementary school. Before going to work abroad are workers. They have income
about 3001 to 4500 Baht per month. Some of them has debt and has debts of around 69,600 baht each, most have never
worked abroad before. And family members had not been too. Some of them, who ever been worked abroad they worked
in Taiwan. Many of them can communicate with Chinese language.

2. Akha-ethic villages in Chiang Raireceived assistance from the government, private social welfare agencies
as the other Thai villages, such as Million fund. Strong Thailand fund. Farmers Relief Fund, Elderly Fund , SME project,
budget from Sub-district. They were supported in education, healthy , transport, communication, But all of them stayed in
the area conserved, provided by the government after being evacuated from the top of the mountain, can be used to stay
and work. But without the right in the land. Almost of the workers who went to work abroad are employment. The
monthly remuneration less. And some agricultural occupations, the agricultural output price uncertainty. As a result, they
always borrow money to spend on a daily basis. Therefore, they want to get more money and take the money to repay
the debt. They observed their neighbors and relatives who worked in the other countries they get more money and can
buy a car, build a new home and they can communicate in Chinese language. So they decided to work abroad. When
they know about the administration for working at overseas country of the international recruitment company, and that
the service expenses to be paid for doing so, the company can contact the company to find a job. They paid about
127,000 Baht to the recruitment agency then they can get a job in the Republic of Taiwan. Agencies. It is the most likely
to borrow from relatives, especially from parents, and some loans from banks. Some recruitment agencies loan them
some money and the other they borrowed from their parents.

3. Some of the workers who went to work in the Republic of Taiwan was not skilled or trained prior to
training and work in Taiwan are mostly jobs that do not require skill or special skills too, because they worked in
factories such as furniture, plastic factory , steel factory , metal products factory , paper factory, etc. The average salary

of 16,400 Baht per month by working 8 hours per day and 6 days per week and also have income from overtime. They



have been working overtime four hours per day for about 170 baht per hour, someone could get from about 5000 - 6000
Baht per month from overtime, some people have earned extra money as a bonus on the agenda, especially at the end of
the year. They paid for food, social security, etc. on average about 5,100 Baht per month. Many of them were satisfied
with the income that they earn , they could collect the money and the work was not heavy too. They also had been
experienced skills more and some people change habits or behaviors improved.

The A-khas- ethnic workers , who works in Taiwan had the problem about homesick , got underpaid , didn’t
not have overtime, some factories are not certainly work, and some workers can not communicate with Chinese
language.

4. The A-khas- ethnic workers, who went to work abroad, they got the money that received from working to
repay debt, to household expenses. Some families have more assets, such as motorcycle, four wheel drive truck , tillers,
the appliances are TV., CD player, refrigerator, washing machine, rice cooker, electric fan. They still stay with the
same family with parents to foster parents, didn’t separate the family. They always join the community to treat
everything like the past, assistance activities in the community too. They attended on the rights and duties of Thai
people by going to every election, focus tracking information, particular variety of television and radio news. They
realized the importance of education. Some community leaders support and encourage all families send their children to
school. Some children in some community got scholarships for studying. The A-khas ethnic workers wanted their
children to be Royal officers , such as doctors, nurses, civil servants, military officers.

Suggestion

1. The Department of Employment should accelerate the market and seeking new jobs in the
overseas especially in Europe and America. The country would benefit from receiving foreign currency into Thailand a
lot and people who are unemployed will decrease too.

2. The Department of Employment should supply workers to work in Abroad increased, by optimizing in
competition with the private sector, to help the workers not pay more for working abroad. And they will confident that
they will have a job when they go abroad too.

3. The Department of Employment should promote about the service of credit programs to work abroad that
conducted in collaboration with commercial banks. The workers who wish to work in overseas can get this service,
because the interest is lower rate. Then they can help the workers to reduce the cost of borrowing for a job and protect
workers to borrow the money from illegal money system.

4. Government should enforce the law and protect the jobs of Employment Act2528 Amendment (No. 2) Act
2537 seriously, consistently and continuously with private employment agencies that charge and get more money for

seek the job service. To protect the workers to pay unnecessarily high costs that make them have too much debt.



5. Assisting individuals in the form of Social Safety Nets should be the bottom up. That is, for the needs of
the community first. The community will benefit. Of the budget and not wasted.

6. About the identity of the community, stakeholders , government officials , community leaders and A-kha
ethnic people should work together to realize the importance of their identity. And rescue operations to the identity of

ethnic groups remain forever.
Key words:A-Kha Ethic Group , Social Safety Nets
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