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The Relationship between Kam-Tai Language and QinLian Yue Language
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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the research were to:

1) study the relationship between the Kam-Tai language and the Qinlian dialect (a branch of
Cantonese mainly spoken in South Guangxi, China)

2) compare the similarity of the sound and the meaning of the basic words in Thai language, Zhuang
language, Kam language , Buyi language and Qinlian dialect.

For every language said above, the author chose 1228 words, which were closest both in meaning and
sound to analyze and compare their consonants, vowels and tones, so as to find out the cognates between the

languages said above.
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The findings show that among the 1228 words collected from Kam language, Thai language, Buyi
language, Zhuang language and Qinlian dialect, 157 words were systematically cognate and related to the
corresponding sound. But in the 157 words, only 96 words could be classified into real cognates and the rest 61
words were listed in the questioned cognates.

Key words : Kam-Tai language, Qinlian dialect, cognates, relationship
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