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Abstract

This article explains the “politics of knowledge, and Social
Justice and Healthy Society” as the cause of conflicts in two
development schemes in the Andaman Coast, Krabi Province. The
traditional ecological knowledge (TEK) and wellness of the local
fishermen was explored, analyzed and compared with two reports:
EHIA Krabi Coal Power Plant Project and EIA Klong Ruo Coal Pier.
As the study concept, the traditional ecological knowledge (TEK)
and social justice annex with the new definition of wellness were
used to analyze the data, which had collected from 8
communities in the coastal areas of the Andaman, Krabi province,
from April 2014 to July 2016, Using of ethnographic method,
villager research methodology and documentary research, the

findings revealed as following:

Firstly, as the coastal Andaman, Krabi, “Muang Pakasai”
was an important ancient sea port with inland trading among different
states in the Pacific and Indian Ocean. Moreover, it used to be a route
of elephant trading among the noblemen before redeveloped as the
current Krabi city. In social and cultural dimensions, Pakasai and other
communities in this coastal area have gathered divers ethnics of their
settlements. Nevertheless, all of those have been living altogether in
their social relationship system, harmoniously. The main livelihood
and economy of the community is fishery, and the local fishermen
attain their ecological discerment in view of natural respect

profoundly.



114 lypnusad LAsugLie

Secondly, the comparison analysis among the research
conducted by villager research methodology and the two reports of
EHIA and EIA —Krabi Coal Power Plant and Klong Ruo Coal Pier
Projects found that both reports had devaluated the wetland, both in
ecological and economical domain, as well as the significance of the
fishery line. Because the knowledge content of the reports are based
on laboratory knowledge, the outcome was led to diminish the

number of people affected.

Thirdly, in view of social justice and healthy society, both
EHIA and EIA Reports defined the ‘health’ with the out-of-date term.
So, they could not represent the holistic healthy society which were

based on ecological richness valve.

To reach just society by development, that by large scale
projects, the impact assessment research process required traditional
based knowledge as well as formal EIA/EHIA study. Both knowledge

are needed by decision making process.

Keywords: Traditional Ecological Knowledge, Politics of Knowledge,
Social Justice and Healthy Society
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