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Abstract

The number of young methamphetamine (Yaba) offenders
has been continuously increased in the past 10 vyears. Being
prosecuted and detained have impacts on mental and physical
health of young methamphetamine (Yaba) offenders as well as
increasing their chances to leamn more about other types of offences
and without promoting any behavioral changes. Department of
Probation has been designated to take responsibility for following up,
inspecting and providing support for young methamphetamine (Yaba)
offenders after being released, including offering drug rehabilitation in
order to help the youth to change their behaviors and prevent
recidivism. The department of Probation is, therefore, required to
collaborate with all related sectors. This study aims to examine the
working  processes, problems, barriers and limitation of the
Department in youth methamphetamine defenders. The study will be
informed related sectors to improve their work more effectively and
to reduce recidivism. In-depth interview was conducted with
representatives from related sectors in Khuen-Pak and Bha-Nai sub-
districts in Prao district, Chiang Mai province, and Bha-sang and Bhak-
bong sub-districts in Bha-sang district, Lampoon province. 18 young
methamphetamine offenders, 18 parents, 12 community leaders and
8 probation officers/probation volunteers were selected. The study
indicates that the Department of Probation’s duty was ineffectively
by man power, budget and mismatch between supporting services
and child, youth and their family needs. However, Chiang Mai and

Lampoon probation offices have developed the mechanism to
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operate the duty by collaborating with community leaders and
probation volunteer in  Khuen-Pak and Bha-sang sub-districts.

The collaboration has improved the working process effectively.

Keywords: Problems, Barriers and limitations, Child and Youth,
Methamphetamine (Yaba), Offender, and Released
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