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Abstract

This paper studies aspects, directions, and factors-both
individual and structural - related to economic change in rural area
affecting livelihood adaptation of villagers. The research was
conducted in an “agricultural community”, Ban Kang Klong, which
is a village in Nakhon Pathom province, not very far from suburb of
Bangkok to the west. The research utilized mixed methods both

qualitative tools and quantitative tools.

Although Ban Kang Klong seems to be an “agricultural
community” with varieties of cultivation as well as an active
organic farming group which is nationally famous, most villagers
make living with non-agricultural occupations, mostly as labors in
industrial factories and as general labors. Most villagers - both in
farming and non-farming sector — have a rather poor economic
status and have to face several problems and risks. Each group of
people has different potential of livelihood adaptations to gain
stable position depending on their social and economic
backgrounds. At the same time state’s policies and development
projects approaching into the village play important role in
villagers’” potential of adaptation. This finding leads to the
suggestion that policies and development projects, which are not
limited to promoting agriculture and not clustered to only some
groups as well as which pay attention to poor landless laborers -
should be very important to promote stability and sustainability of

economic life of Ban Kang Klong villagers.

Keywords: rural transformation, livelihood adaptations, agricultural

community
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