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Abstract

This article aimed to review definitions of homeless people, as
well as to analyze and reveal myths that are concealed under Thai
people’s belief regarding homeless people. In this qualitative study, in
order to gather and review definitions and myths of homeless people
both in Thailand and aboard, we examined academic documents about
homeless people published in past 10 years (2006-2015). To reinforce
our understanding of the current situation of homeless people, we also
combined quantitative methodology to the study by conducting a
survey of homeless people in Bangkok using Census Shelter and Street

Night (S-Night) in both public area and temporary shelter.

We found that, in the context of Thai culture, homeless people
are these who live in both public and private homeless shelters.
However the term does not include sick people who live on the street
or beggars, who have distinct characteristics which are different from
the others. We also found that there were 8 most prevalent myths in
Thai society that homeless people are people who are both physically
and mentally ill; that they do not have any capacity or potential to be
developed; that they are not Thai; that they have no ethnic root, no
house, and no family; that they are lazy and do not have a job; that
economic condition is the only cause of homelessness; that they are
dangerous and prone to commit crimes; and that all they need is a
house and a job. All myths mentioned above contradicts with facts

which were derived from empirical information from the survey.

Social intervention implemented by public agencies shall be

based on facts of homeless people.

Keywords: Definition, Myth, Homeless, Homelessness, Survey
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