J. of Soc Sci & Hum. 42(2): 1-33 (2016) 2. AmNenanSUBSNTRIEANS 42(2); 1-33 (2559)

Sausssauazmsriny (bl Sludseasdlae:
NLIARLALNY  “A1ITUNIRYDINLIUIANNANS”
Culture and (Un)Democratization:

The Myth of “Middle East Exceptionalism”

1waw Aadwade”
Pailin Kittisereechai
236157 DNWNNE**

Varisara Impithuksa

UNAmLa

UNANHTWIEEDINITHNA9ANMEDIALITY 128N A0
AL TRaNNAN" ﬁdwﬂizmﬂsluqﬁmmmﬁu@ammﬂﬁmmimLﬂ?}lammmlﬂu
Uizm%ﬂﬂmEJVLé“Lf‘Laqmﬂ*'muﬁﬁmmﬂmﬁawawﬁuaaﬂﬂmﬁmﬁuam
mstnesaslustuasyrsilay Wovnliumansusesnifuanssan dm
wsnazsunisaduie anmzaniuluasiueannary Kiniadenisaiu
’iwu'ﬁﬁsiwmmmﬁaﬁagmdawaaummﬂma‘mﬁaamLm%@mﬁﬁm “L

FUReN” (tribalism) BndaIgIUsaNITwNITITNA o LEwaINEANUMIY

* menrsgenaesuasiTsrmauenaas ausifinaenaas avinenduinuasenaas
Department of Political Science and Public Administration, Faculty of Social
Science, Kasetsart University. Corresponding author, e-mail : fsocplkc@ku.ac.th

» menTsgenaasuasiTsrmauenaas ausifinaenaas avinenduinuasenaas
Department of Political Science and Public Administration, Faculty of Social

Science, Kasetsart University. Corresponding author, e-mail : fsocvri@ku.ac.th



2 anEnsaInNenan A IEeTS

pniuluagiusannaisd WNOETUTAUETTNNIINITIN DDAl
avueannans lesludauiisesdumsesunefeasumdwhiudusing
futassivililszmelugimeitliyfewaafivusznulon ToeglHidu
dsmanasnalnfifunasadunfimeillfitess 38 waresen Tudu
gevneetinefamamant “emSuasy %@Lﬂwé’ﬁgmﬁwﬁtyﬂ%ﬁﬁé’mmm
Fofeniunnzanduluaziuaannans wmzﬂimgmitﬂﬁua@ﬂﬁﬁuﬁ
Jssmlunfimefienadamesuiuguaaonaudns wanm lashaldam
alunfimediue wesndanfiasqiuenBaniosstodifefavaiuv

made : ariusannans, mavhlidulsentlles, aazendu, Yaussa
AREFYEN

Abstract

The main purpose of this paper is to argue against the
notion of “Middle East Exceptionalism”—the belief that the political
culture of Middle Eastern people does not support democracy. The
first part of this paper elaborates on Middle Eastern political culture
deriving from Islam and tribal culture while the last two parts
explain why such a notion can at best be a myth. The true cause
of the undemocratic Middle East is portrayed in the second part
which emphasizes the role of elites within the region who try to
maintain their authoritarian power by using various methods and
mechanisms. The last part of this paper explores one of the most
important pieces of evidence showing that the political culture of
Middle Eastern people is not the culprit for the region being
undemocratic. That evidence is “Arab Spring” in which people in

the Middle East showed their desires for political rights and
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freedom and their willingness to fight for them.
Keywords : Middle East, democratization, exceptionalism, political

culture
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“The enthusiasm of yester-year for the “Arab Spring”

has proved entirely misguided. It has led to chaos
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in Egypt and anarchy in Libya. Those determined to
be “on the right side of history” now find themselves
on the wrong side of the argument. Democracy is
empathically not the solution for extremely complex
societies and Western meddling only makes matters
immeasurably worse. The fundamental reason for
our failure is that democracy, as we understand it,
simply doesn’t work in Middle FEastern countries
where family, tribe, sect and personal friendships
trump the apparatus of the state.” (The Telegraph,

2014)
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WarnlfguilawhgimadmanienuuaneuasiadndlUanaudueg

andayates Freedom House 7evheeu Freedom in the World snildad |
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Lﬂué’mﬂﬁ’mﬁ@dmﬂ inmmﬁﬁmﬁm@m@ Freedom House, Freedom in the World
2015 retrieved May 29, 2015 from https://freedomhouse.org/sites/default/files/
01152015_FIW_2015_final.pdf
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Pt (Hooghe, 2011, 201) aviflofinsanantademed
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Sausssumemaidasassenauluag Tusannans @ SuBndwasn
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siuta sl wasduledhi@y (Stephan and Linz, 2013, 17-8) Wil

ﬁm%mi’mamaamﬁlmas\l ® Seymour M. Lipset, ‘Some Social Requisites of
Democracy: Economic Development and Political Legitimacy’, The American
Political Science Review, Vol. 53, No. 1 (Mar., 1959), pp. 69-105.
ﬁm%mwaslﬁml,ﬁmau @ Gabriel Almond and Sydney Verba, The Civic Culture:
Political Attitudes and Democracy in Five Nations (Princeton, Princeton University
Press, 1963).
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“The notion of popular sovereignty as the

foundation of governmental legitimacy, the idea of

representation, or elections, of popular suffrage, of

political institutions being regulated by laws laid

down by a parliamentary assembly, of these laws

being laid down by a parliamentary assembly, of

these laws being guarded and upheld by an

independent judiciary, the ideas of the secularity

of the state, of society being composed of a

multitude of self-activating groups and

associations—all of these are profoundly alien to

the Muslim political tradition.” (Quoted in Tessler

and Gao, 2005, 95)
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El-Affendi (2000 quoted in Esposito and Voll, 2001) 1adanulin
“No Muslim questions the sovereignty of God or
the rule of Shari’ah (the Islamic legal path).
However, the most Muslims do (and did) have
misgiving about any claims by one person that he
is sovereign. The sovereignty of one man
contradicts the sovereignty of God, for all men are
equal in front of God.. Blind obedience to
one-man rule is contrary to Islam.”
yndemsludnsnstiasdiulen wasdifudldasdyaaamnen
Aesnwiifaatu liflestantiadldsnadanaiienaiuguuas
Unasasaudue wmsiufesnaremazdiiwdivhiu asiumanssyii
Fwndanisasldlddimeusuyada Sndhathmieiiugadfiduions
fenuenavdsaaiidnlilufiemaidadiausersUlnefe dmmilwasn
éfmmzﬂu The Observer 994 Rashid Ghanoushi (1992 quoted in
Esposito and Voll, 2001) sﬁa’mﬁa%qmi@ Ennahda #afhmsredaaa
m‘aﬁmqﬁﬁigaumméwL%ﬂuﬂmﬁaﬁé’jﬂu@ﬁﬁwé“qmnm@;mitﬂam%u
s i
“If by democracy is meant the liberal model of
government prevailing in the West, a system
under which the people freely choose their
representatives and leaders, in which there is an
alternation of power, as well as all freedoms and
human rights for the public, then Muslims will
find nothing in their religion to oppose democracy,

and it is not in their interests to do so.”
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(Robins, 2009, 150) wanainii nadeiaumniadatselomilumadie
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B uaveaf AluuSnnihigen deaslussnudfiantoonides
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ANNFNTD (ability) Toasmihsnausiolldasduidameananrimeieh
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FornmuaLAefuANNTOLsITNNIEuEden athelsfiensy m3Fuven
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Frwoiet waealiifiuinluenAdsinna e luEesstUnanaEsnTnnEe
meritocracy LL@'Qﬂﬁ’lﬁ’@i’sﬂ%ﬁiausﬂadﬂ’l’miﬁLVi’lLﬁ&NL%@Jﬁ’]@ﬁ’]Lﬁ@ Tu
madlastanadrans usannms Sfhdvuniteidadiuh famnasaauny
whilanssnnidefeenuasinindeszmmulfodfuawes fufa
NTTNWMIHART T ALEIHMTY 19 @5 Saddam Hussein @139
funislsynwduaeasain aqmma@%wﬁﬂumiﬂﬂmaaﬁizmﬂsnaqLﬁmel,u
739 1991-1996 A M3 MuAA Neo-tribalism®

5 dwsuneasuaisGy ¢ Amatzia Baram, ‘Neo-tribalism in Iraq: Saddam Hussein's

Tribal Policies 1991-96, International Journal of Middle East Studies, 29, 1 (Feb.,
1997), p. 1-31.
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