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Abstract

This paper focuses on the indigenous people of the Negritos group in
northern Malaysia, to study the conditions and policy implementation, policy’'s
impact and implementation as well as to study the forms and guidelines for cultural
management of the indigenous of Malaysia.This qualitative study employed applied
anthropological research methods in which field data were collected through semi-
structured, in-depth interviews, and non-participant observations at Jahai group at
Sungai Raoul Village (KG. Orangasli Sungai Rual), Jeli district of Kelantan, Malaysia.

In the study of indigenous people, known as " Orang Asli", Jahai group
who live in b states: Kelantan, Perak, Pahang, Kedah and Terengganu and are
accepted as "Malaysian citizens". The Legalization Period of Orang Asli which has
led to policy-making and systematic management of the group established in 1957
after independent. In particular, there is a government agency called "Department
of Indigenous Development” (JAKOA) that manages and operates various programs
and welfare such as health promotion, hospitals, education, vocational training
schools, building estates and standardized houses in the land allocated to, most
importantly, efforts to convert them into Muslims, etc. are due to the encroachment
of the state in managing the area. To suppress communism concessions for forest
and agricultural areas, cutting trees, etc., causes the state to limit the area of this
group of people; thus, affecting career, economy, identity, in the way of life of the
Orang Asli group in Malaysia. They have changed a lot, especially in the areas of
settlement, career, education, etc. By with the management and policies of the

Malaysian government, questions have been raised by NGO workers and human
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rights persons whether they have fully understood Orang Asli’s cultures and
problems. Thus, the problem issues of the indigenous people in Malaysia are the
government’ s policy in approving their indigenous rights but reducing the
acknowledgment of the social structure and the relationships of those indigenous
people that have their own unique traditional cultures, particularly in their livelihood

under the economic and political structures of each nation-state.

Keywords: Orangasli, The Indigenous People, Cultural Management Policy
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