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Abstract

ASEAN Centrality is an important principle that ASEAN used
for conducting with external relations. After all this time, ASEAN has
pursued various measures to promote its centrality. The purpose of this
article is to study ASEAN’s Centrality through ASEAN Connectivity
dimension, in case of the Singapore-Kunming Railway Project (SKRL).

From the study, it was found that the promotion of ASEAN Centrality
in the ASEAN Connectivity dimension in case of the Singapore-Kunming
Railway Project. There are two important limitations that prevent ASEAN
far from being Centrality. The limitations can be divided into 2 factors:
(1) internal factor is the limitations of ASEAN member countries in the

budget and technology in construction, especially in Cambodia, Laos,
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Myanmar and Vietnam. And (2) external factor is the role of China that
has increased as a result of promoting the One Belt, One Road policy.
The analysis of the limitation in achieving ASEAN Centrality will consider
based on the meaning and characteristic of the ASEAN Centrality
concept principally.

Keyword: ASEAN, ASEAN Centrality, ASEAN Connectivity Singapore-
Kunming railway link (SKRL), China
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Country Won by Project status
Indonesia China Project preparation started
Thailand China Project preparation started
Laos China Construction stared

Malaysia n/a Bid upcoming
Singapore

Vietnam China Shelved
Myanmar China Shelved

Source: Authors' research
#i3: Agatha Kratz. (2017). Chinese High-Speed Rail in Southeast Asia: Fast-tracking China’s
regional rise? Retrieved from https://reconnectingasia.csis.org/ analysis/entries/chinese-

high-speed-rail-southeast-asia/
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