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Abstract

The aim of this research was to study the factors that have an influence on the prediction
of parental attitudes toward giving children the freedom to choose higher education. The factors
used in this research were empathy, the power motive, the parent-child relationship, and the
parental expectation toward the education of their child. The representative sample of this study
was a total of 1564 parents who have children that are currently studying in senior high school,
aged 15 to 19 years. The presentative sample group that were applicable to requirements were
picked by purposive sampling. In this study, we analyzed the data with Pearson correlation
coefficient and stepwise multiple regression.

All of the data pointed to the following outcome that empathy, power motive, parent-child
relationship, and parental expectation for their child's education, were related to the dependent
variable, with a statistically significant difference at the .01 level. Whereas empathy and the
parent-child relationship have a positive correlation to parental attitudes toward giving children

the freedom to choose higher education, the power motive and the expectation of parents
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toward the education of their child have a negative correlation. Furthermore empathy,
power motive, and parental expectation toward their children's education can have a 30.5%
influence on the prediction of parental attitudes toward giving children the freedom to choose
higher education. Empathy is the most influential variable. ([3 = .033)

Keyword: parental attitudes toward giving children the freedom to choose higher education,
empathy, power motive, parent-child relationship, parental expectation toward the education

of their child
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