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Abstract

This article explains the Malaysian youth's political participation through social media,
whereas the participation of Malaysian youth in various national issues is low. Nonetheless,
they use social media in both traditional and non-traditional methods and primarily for seeking
and sharing information among families and peers. In 2021, Malaysian youth used social media
to mobilize political movements and calling for political and policy change. When the COVID-19
outbreak occurred youth are dissatisfied with government management, corruption by
high-ranking politicians, and economic downturn which causing youth to face financial
problems including demands for equal treatment between racial groups. Some youths
who protested on streets and on social media activism have also been arrested. The current
Malaysian government realizes the importance of youth power as a key group that will help
develop the nation and also the powerful voters in the coming elections. The government
therefore encourages youth to participate in the development of the country, both economically
and politically, by using social media. However, it is still difficult for Malaysian youth to take up
political action freely and has enough power to change politics. Since issues of race and religion
are sensitive in Malaysia, the government does not want any group to use in attacks through
social media. Moreover, the majority of youth are of the Malay-Muslim ethnic group who support
policies that benefit their group. As a result, Malaysian youth are still unable to demand racial
equality and change conservative politics in the country.

Keywords: Malaysian youth, digital media, political movement, social media, participation
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