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Abstract

The objective of this study was to examine the process in agricultural land
sales to foreign investment. The study areas were Lat Chit Subdistrict, Phak Hai

District, and Hua Wiang Subdistrict, Sena District, Ayutthaya Province, Thailand. The
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findings of household survey indicated that there were 22.7 percent of the sample
households that sold their land in the past twenty years. The highest sales occurred in
1994-1998. In the past two decades, about 1,930.90 rai (772.36 acres) of land were sold,
with the total value of 101,098,500 baht. Among the farmers who sold their land, the average
land sod was 13.32 rai (5.33 acres) per household and gained over 200,000 Baht. There
were four companies involved in the purchase while one of the companies had foreign
investors as its stock holders. In terms of changes in livelihoods, some farmers who sold their
lands gave up their occupation as the rice farmers. Some continued to be rice farmer but
their status had changed to that of a land tenant. This study recommended that the Thai
government needs to initiate effective and fair controlling mechanism in land tenures

by managing through the local administrative organizations or other local organizations.

Keywords: agricultural land, farmers, foreign investment, land sales
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