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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the study “Guidelines and Procedures for International Free Trade
Negotiations” are to (1) analyze procedures for free trade negotiations of Thailand (2) compare
negotiating framework and procedures between Thailand and other countries (3) recommend appropriate
negotiating framework and procedure for Thailand’s Free Trade Negotiations. This study employed
secondary data from relevant documents and primary data from focus groups and in-depth interviews
with purposive samples.

The results show that (1) the process of negotiating free trade in the past under the Constitution
Act of 2540 has proceeded rapidly because of the role of the strong government team and having no need
for getting approval from the Parliament. Later, when the Constitution Act of 2550 has come to enforce,
the international agreement that are binding on trade and investment must get prior approval from the
Parliament. Also, there are more widely opportunities for all sectors to participate in the negotiating
procedures. (2) The comparative study of the framework and process of negotiations in various countries
including USA, EU, Japan and the Republic of Korea show that the United States of America has laid
down rules and regulations for negotiating process that provide large opportunities for various sectors to
participate, the legislative sector, the administrative sector and the civil society, in all stages of
negotiations. That is similar to the European Union, while Japan and the Republic of Korea, the role of
civil society are quite a few the negotiating process has dominated by the role of the administrative body
and the large businesses of the countries. (3) Recommendations for an appropriate framework and
procedures for Thailand’s Free Trade Negotiations are that there should be a strategic plan for sustainable
development of the Country as a policy scenario and set the indicators in considering various impacts
from the Free Trade Agreements. Public hearing have to be done prior to submit the framework of
negotiations to the Parliament for further consideration.

Keywords: Negotiating Framework, Free Trade Negotiations Procedures
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