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ABSTRACT

This article discusses definitions and characteristics of deliberative democracy as a concept used
in current public policy process worldwide. It presents the three well-known methods of public
deliberation—Citizens Jury, Citizens Assemblies, and Town Meeting, and used them as case studies for
considering a proper model of public deliberation that may apply to the Thai context. This article claims
that the key principles required for making public deliberation success include: (1) a recruitment process
that can assemble a large and diverse critical mass of citizens; (2) a combination of formats concerning a
meaningful participation throughout the process; (3) a deliberative process that provides the participants
with a great opportunity to consider a range of views and policy options; and (4) a result from the process
that will be usefully applied to policy and planning decisions.

Keywords: Deliberative democracy, Public deliberation process, Public policy development
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