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Abstract

Currently strategies of academic collaboration apparently play an important role in the
education sector as they are one of the more efficient methods for educational institutions to
improve quality of education through cooperation as well as exchanging knowledge with either
educational institutions or other organizations. Academic collaboration can be promoted in the
forms of both bilateral and multilateral, and domestic or international settings. The purposes of
this research were to study the principles and approaches by which Meiji University determines
the strategies of academic collaboration reflecting the university’s identity and develops the
collaboration based on those strategies with overseas universities including Thailand; and to
propose appropriate principles and approaches by which Thai universities can determine and
develop strategies of academic collaboration which well reflect their own identities. The sample
groups of this qualitative research were: 15 Meiji University executives, professors and officers;
8 assistants to the president and officers of international affairs or international relations division
from 5 universities in Thailand; 5 academics and educationalists from the Office of the Higher
Education Commission and the Office of the Education Council. The research tools consisted of
documents and related on-line information, the interview forms for Meiji University’s officers and
the in-depth interview forms for Meiji University’s executives, and the questionnaire forms for
Thai academics and educationalists. The data were analyzed using percentage and data
analysis. The research findings showed that: 1) Overseas universities, Meiji University and Thai
universities determine academic collaboration strategies based upon their own institutional identities;
that include university philosophy, vision, policy, and educational goals including
overall administration. In some cases, government policies are also taken into account;
2) Most universities share the common forms of collaboration activities, which consist of
research, student exchanges, faculty and staff exchanges, instructional collaboration and academic
services; 3) Universities should promote well-planned and well-grounded academic collaboration
strategies based upon university identities. In addition, universities should establish the departments
in charge of the collaboration as well as effective ways of brainstorming and work collaboration
to determine the most appropriate strategies. Moreover, adequate long-term support from

both government and private sectors is also inevitably essential.

Keywords: Strategy, Academic Collaboration, University ldentity
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