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Abstract

Children’s Literature is a subject which aims to develop students’ English skills as well as
to encourage students to think and analyze authors’ bibliography that affects the way of writing
the plot of children’s books, novels, and plays. For Nakhon Ratchasima Rajabhat University,
Children’s Literature is a subject in the English course syllabus. The subject involves the study
of both Eastern and Western classic children’s literature from England, U.S.A, China, Japan,
Laos and Thailand. Students study the essential parts of children’s literature such as plot,
main characters, protagonists, antagonists, settings, climax and summary. Students are not only
prompted to study these essential parts, but they are also encouraged to analyze, synthesize
and discuss topics concerned with the texts they have read with their classmates.

To develop students’ English literacy, teachers can support students by using and
integrating English drama as both ‘inside’ and ‘outside’ class activities. By learning and practicing
English through drama, students will become more confident in using English naturally. When
students are assigned to create their own English drama based on the plot of a classic children’s
text, they will learn how to work in a group by brainstorming and cooperating with each other.
Thus they learn how to be “good leaders” and “good followers”. The script is then submitted
to the lecturer to proofread -- to check accuracy and grammar - before they put the drama
into practice.

To summarize, English drama can be adapted to be a part of inside and
outside class activities with Children’s Literature and other English subjects. Students
can develop their English ability, accuracy and fluency through practicing and acting.
This teaching method is called “Theatre in Education” which helps students to
understand how to work as a team, how to improvise and how to use English effectively

at the same time.
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