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Needs of Child and Juvenile Offenders on Social Supports

by Families and the Counseling Center

Vikanda Chanruang

Abstract

The Study on “Needs of Child and Juvenile Offenders on Social Supports by Families and
the Counseling Center” aims to study family relationships and social supports by families and the
Counseling Center. The quantitative and qualitative researches were applied in this study. The
data was collected by questionnaire (106 child and juvenile offenders of criminal cases), focus
group (10 groups) and interview (3 families). The data from questionnaire was proceeded by SPSS;
the data from focus group and family interview was analyzed. The data was presented by statistic
tables and data explanation, educational analysis.

The study results revealed that most samples were male, aged 16-18 years, had
lower secondary education (Grade 9), had family income of 10,000 Baht or lower and were
convicted of drug offenses. They lived with their parents and their parents cohabited. The family
relationship of the samples was at the moderate level. Families took care of food and illness and/
or problems. They did not talk much and rarely complimented, but often blamed. The needs on
family support in all aspects were at the moderate level. They needed their families to talk to
each other, listen to problems and express love. They did not need stuff or money. They needed
to consult friends rather than families and to make decisions by themselves. The needs on the
Center’s support in all aspects were at the moderate level. The pre and post judgement groups
had different needs on consulting issues and methods. Both groups had the same needs i.e. no

psychology check, referral, participation in court’s activities.
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The recommendations from the study are that the Counseling Center should develop

consulting manuals, keep guidelines on child and juvenile analysis and set policies on working
with community network. Trainings should be provided to consultants in terms of consulting
knowledge and skills, family relationship support, empowerment and network management. This

is to rehabilitate child and juvenile offenders appropriately.

Keywords: Children and Youth, Social Support, Counseling Center
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