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Behavior: A Case Study of Ban Batuga Village, Huay Krathing, Krong Pinang, Yala

Natsarin Saesa

The Community-Based Enhancement of Upper Elementary Students’ Positive Educational

Yareeyah Jehlong

Abstract

Currently, children and youth are facing several challenging problems, such as drugs, premature
sexualization, violence, and the addictive use of online media leading to negative consequences. For
example, in terms of education, the problems have impacted on school absenteeism, dropouts, class
skipping, lacking concentration and motivation, or lacking financial support in pursuing higher education
among children. The afore mentioned problems have brought about dramatic effect on the children and
youth's quality of life including the population quality, and eventually on the nation's future. As a matter
of fact, today's youth are tomorrow's adults.

Located in Huay Krathing sub-district, Krong Pinang district, Yala province, Ban Batuga village is a
community experiencing children and youth's educational issues. From the focus group interview session
among students, it was found that one of the school absenteeism causes is the addiction to online games
and smart phones which can be considered as another major problem apart from the economic problem
and insurgency situation. Besides, easy and unrestricted access to online media in modern times has
resulted in more negative behavioral changes among children and youth, for instance, staying active and
late at night but passive or absent from school due to addiction to online games or social media.

Based on these concerns, this study, therefore, aimed at enhancing and building upper
elementary students' positive educational behavior. It was also to promote community involvement in
developing students' positive behaviors. The primary target participants in this study included 40 upper
elementary students aged 9 - 12, and the secondary target group was 10 community leaders, 20 parents,
and 20 local people. The research was conducted by establishing a community steering committee to
investigate the number of students having negative educational behavior such as being absent, skipping
class, or having school dropouts. Then, the meeting between the community committee and relevant
parties was organized to find out mutual solutions, to plan for the strategies handling the problems, and
to seek financial support for the students' education. From the finding, it is shown that the students’

motivation both in secular and religious learning has been strengthened. Furthermore, the creative
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community space in providing the children the opportunity to learn, to share, and to show creative

activities, has been established. Also, there was cooperation between the community and third-party
organizations in creating creative activities to develop the students' ability, as well as cooperating with
schools in recruiting children to access the compulsory basic education. Moreover, the community
leadership team has also launched financial support for education to the orphans and children in need

in the community.

Keywords: Positive Behaviors, Education, High school
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