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When Scripture Becomes Content:
The Mangalatthadipani and the Reconfiguration
of Sacredness in Thai Digital Buddhism

Prateep Peuchthonglang’ Woraphong Daungnoi®

and Yathaweemintr Peuchthonglang’

Abstract

Scholars of digital Buddhism have long assumed that when
sacred scripture migrates to online platforms, religious meaning is
inevitably attenuated. This article challenges that assumption
directly. We argue, instead, that the sacredness of the Mangalatthadipani,
the canonical Theravada commentary composed by Sirimanhgalacarya,
is not extinguished upon its passage from palm-leaf manuscripts to
digital screens; rather, it undergoes a fundamental reconfiguration
shaped by media logics, algorithmic authority, and the patterns of
everyday religious engagement in digital life.

Drawing on a qualitative multi-method design — integrating
textual analysis of the Mangalatthadipani as an ethical system,

digital ethnography across twelve online platforms (YouTube,
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Facebook, and Buddhist websites) observed between 2023 and 2024,
and discourse analysis of content referencing the Mangala Sutta— this
study identifies three interconnected processes through which
sacredness is transformed: the fragmentation of scripture into shareable
content, the emergence of new interpretive authority structures driven

It

by algorithmic visibility, and the formation of what we term “instant
sacredness,” a mode of sacred encounter calibrated to the tempo and
pressures of contemporary life. Unlike Classical hermeneutics assumes
two parties: a text and a reader. Digital Hermeneutics, as this article
develops the concept, insists there is always a third — the algorithm
— whose invisible interventions condition what can be read, how it is
encountered, and which fragments of meaning outlast the logic of
platform circulation.

The conceptual framework of Reconfiguration of Sacredness
proposed here challenges decline-oriented narratives by reconceptualizing
digital Buddhism not as a degraded religion but as a living tradition actively
negotiating its existence under platform conditions. This study advances
Buddhist Studies and the sociology of religion by integrating Theravada
textual scholarship with theories of digital authority and the social
construction of the sacred in mediated environments.

Keywords: Mangalatthadipani, Digital Buddhism, Reconfiguration of
Sacredness, Sociology of Religion, Interpretive Authority,
Digital Platforms
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Usngnisainiedanu (Collins, 1998; Gombrich, 2006) ANULANAINAN
nsouAnfifogieunieg fimsliiminfuaufineion sevimsang
Wussauvesiuifessanandiazautmanssy funssnvvesunanyedud
TiamAfunIuas manyuisy anufueieniiesiiviilvidadan
fuiidunsalfinuiilsionammunuduls

5. NTDULUIAALALNOE])

5.1 msdagulnsivasarudnaans

salamengquivesunaruifeninausiirnudnaavsidudsd
\ndeuitls (mobile) flvgaautAiliegluingvieaniu umdunandn
YoanszuIuNIsdsaniidosgnudng desgniusesedeiles uay
aansngningulnilsidefeulvmadsamasundas Tunsdivesiiandng
il anudnaanslallsmelundontiunsifiunsglandda usignuUsgy
F1ude JULUU waznssnglil ‘NLUﬁEJUVN’Jﬁﬂ’]iiUiﬂ’NEJmﬂEI nayISTE
mmﬁflamwuﬁﬂmmm nseuLLIAAT UANAIIaINTsNTg A B
#nfans (desacralization) edauamwmsmqiaﬂﬂﬁmaﬂamimamaa
Laz9IN “AuselilaueInNUANAANS” (sacred continuity) Feeein
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nnogeiaudn lnounuiishedaii dagulmiogals snnimmely
w3alyl

5.2 31U19AUNUENEEUIUNAAND T

UVY Cheong kazAuz (2012) 11ees1unanisaauilulan
Tndoaiifodlfiuinnaudsuslamessiuanisienuiflvidedmily
a1 digital religion usnsdlvesdufsessananasrmiiilassadesiung
melufiduufaduiie Dafndoumadusdilddise lunmsmaun
0519 Swesdufsgnanqulasanensmenesauiuduasantiy
vy fidansosuarusesaumne wilulanAdsia s1unatudes
saegvimnarssruaguiuulugi Gillespie (2018) 138071 81u19
uwwannlosy Favhauriiudaneiiu ulsuredom uaznalnnsuoudiu
Tuszuull anugndewnuduAsldledadeiendfmuaiimasulaasd
BvBwa 8and7 eALYS uarN1IRBUALRINIIDIsHATEEAnn LA Tu
wdsinsendalaiuitu

5.3 nsand1ulugARInia (Digital Hermeneutics)

LUIAA Digital Hermeneutics ﬁuwmmﬁymuaﬁmmLmﬂm"m
mﬂmiﬁmmiumﬂwmEJL%QU%’GUzyﬂﬁy’QLﬁu asefisulidminfuunun
yosdanesiislugiusdinusiu (co-interpreten) fiuaslaiiiu Fahau
ueninflolanuvesiadudauazguslaaiden euuanssiiasiivil
wwadnd fanudndulugiugied esiiodinsgsiianzdmivuium
uwanosy unaud lduuarAnnisdainalugaf $ia (Digital
Hermeneutics) Lileas 1833 7ianumnevesduisgniesadulyilulan
unammesy Fagnirvunlaenssnsuesnisge (compression) nsinney
(fragmentation) N15L1 U (highlighting) Lagn13v1 & (repetition)
nszuaumsiaaluid LildiAnongeufosds undunadiuves
1y udLarszUUSaneIAud MuunanmuIndeuniso1u nadwiae

¢ 14
' D1sansnavnuwWauunEd UasangnazasivassA

THAI MEDIA FUND JOURNAL




A o oas & & @ o a A o '

diedufsnareluneunud: Twdnofiuiuaznisdaguln

MsasnemuTmUAeUaonfouaraseassa vosrnuAnAAVSlunsmau Advialudnulng
1

Y7 5 atun 2 wwwu - Sguieu 2569 Usgiil Womeavians uagauy

o
19 (Y

WAEIY09AUANAANT NgnuslaaludenisTinadna ununiAufisn
WAUTIRRIFIaNH 1A

ANy

nsfneUTIngnTaifinudnd ansindeufiseninlandudd
warlanAdviatiu doamsszdeuisifarudavguiivmeiios funmis
Trssadadsinunuasna imedsnsludinddnasts swideiieeeniuy
elinsoun1sIdudeaunInuuuanis (qualitative multi-method
desion) @ alailddenIsmandmsizauazain mnusmsizusasia
yauluseiuiiwandstiuresdym wasdovwildsiudu axlinmi
AsUtunIIEleRsndaasyinlfifiesdnis

1. NPDNUUUNITIVYUALFIUNYIUINGT

q’m’?a‘“aﬁym‘gaaq'uugwiywm’mml,ﬁz'?qé?mm (Interpretive
Epistemology) Fsupsinanuvsnenismaunilyded “dunu” aindoya
JGHEIES LLm'Lﬁmsﬁyumﬂmsawmiwdwﬂsawqwi UTUN wagn1sanINY
vosIsuiidasdindaesngnanniian (reflexive awareness) lugug
Inidefidanuduneulassairsfuisossananasimlnense §33e3s
agﬂugmzﬁamﬁaé’aLﬂmﬁuﬁgﬁqﬁmaaﬂj wazdsimely eslandmaiiuil
Usinglusuuuuaivia dsdeiduitstoldssunasfosiniidosssyoeng
Tussla anunseniniaenadestudeaionsoses Hine (2015) 747
UnyIAnugIssuufdIiaseddduendiiaseanainauiy uwideudnla
duvsuisiivesnuedugiuzdruniaveanisadnniug

2. FAnerauty

2.1 A15AATIZHAAIUN (Textual Analysis)

Fuusnvesnisidefenisiinsesitindnafiudlugiug szuy
Wessaniiflassadenmeluresues Wneflfasuidoms udsadn
Tassaadeussvingiu awsedu un assnedduises mwifideules
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Tanmssssuiudinasia uagnalniiduAsldarssrnasiunmssneds
narnvsnaduazaILeIIANDT naann1sTinsedgnldidusiy
W3BuLiis (analytical baseline) Wit ensiaaauIIAImINElagnasly
gnele viFegnuuasguidleduAsunngludedivia Fdavviouuuimnses
Collins (1998) fiseIssunssuUAlug Lz sz UUIUAUINSTiauysally
s dedpainlalugnuzosdrmnouariinesidiuiunnnszaeeenly

2.2 ¥IANUTITIUUIRIA (Digital Ethnography)

TFRTUTITIUNUIRINEAINUUINITY Hine (2015) Faupaitudi
ooulaflalnifivsuvasdoya usduauumedenuiffausssn e1une
wazuuULRUNTUSURWNas Jideddunanisalegraduszuuly
uwannlosuRivasan 12 wnds Tdun 909 YouTube fifiilomssausds
§19899magnset19a AN TIUIY 5 ¥oa tna Facebook 7 Weuns
o Batindnafivdlaonssdiuau 4 e waziuledsssugiifing
WauanIna 38 UsemslugukuuAInadnuiu 3 unas fieg1au 9od
YouTube wuinlvyfififnnuiAunisuauay Sunsundidonsssued
§198ausnagnsiiulszdn wazina Facebook veansziinimaiifigiu
ARemufwiuauau lneiuteyasewiradoudiquieu w.e. 2564 f9
Weullquieu w.A. 2566 Inaein1sAnienunasdeyaldwan purposive
sampling MadaLdenuvasteyalinusiidnminauaidomainusaa
gnsvidousaa 38 Usenis Suduidonmdnvostindnafiud usiiuan
ilevnaglishetemuAflasnsaansly Sensafuusingmsalfiauisei
fAnw1 YuRensiduAsgninauslaglaiszyiiun Taofmundoulvany
Uszns e dnsdrsdasnagnsviosisadnaiiegedniaunazaiiane
foengAnnalainiwimiluay viedvennisiiriuad esolnadlaisn
niwilsituads uasdanumainuansvesiinaueiidluudvesaniugmng
A1awn (wseasd 95131 dnasienaumug) ﬂ’]‘iﬁx‘iLﬂG}Lﬁuﬁg&zULLUUﬂ’l‘i
Waua (content) wagUduiusseninaininuagd Suans (interaction
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patterns) iteliifiudnanudnd ans gananuazdesesludinadnasse
a814ls Teaenadostutoiauevas Campbell and Connelly (2020) 7191
msAnwmauRavadediimindunsafiisvsnaBeausssy unnia
mMswaranAN iU ana

2.3 N15ATI1ZHINNTIY (Discourse Analysis)

MIlAsIzivnssIiefnulAsIadanIw A waznas
arumngludematiaiissdaiindnafiud Tnesslufidauande fo
Taswa neluuiuvessundla uazadrsanuvoussailidaoutiuniiu
nalrla uuamsifseguuanuidlafiidaounsmaululanidvadld
AsenevenmunIneilusdla wnumidunsdanamnssuiiasiou
AUFUR LS E LA ANz vesuNaned TuuuInied Foucault
(1972) Boninsudnninuir1unalnuedinnnssy wazi Gilespie
(2018) AgeapluUIUNUB AR SURIA

3. ﬂ’]i’JLﬂi’]u‘Vi‘?J‘eJllaLLauﬂ’liGIi’Jf\]ﬁaUﬂ’J’]SJu’lL”UE]C\E]

mauammmuammsw RHIUATEUIUNTT thematic analysis
UV inductive-deductive #1ubUINI9UDY Braun and Clarke (2006)
Tnei3uannsseyguuuuiiindugiludoya (inductive) uduhluitey
funseunquiidmunldy (deductive) auld theme wdnfianunsanou
manudselaegnadusyuy m’mu”]L%aﬁasuaqﬂ’ﬁ%meﬁgnLa%mé’aams
1 triangulation 5¥1919811353871 NA19IAD TeAUNUIINYIANUS
IIIUUIAAAYNATIVADUAUNTIATIENIMNTTY u,azvigqamgﬂﬁfllﬂ
Wisuileufulaseadisshunduatu Welildnmiiasudusazindede
GuaamiLL‘UigUmmﬁﬂﬁﬁméﬁlﬁmsﬁuﬁa

4. SBusssumsivelunuiiadia

nuiTeilgandnasusssunmsiselulanasvanuuwanig AolR
Ethics 3.0 (Franzke et al., 2020) %"uﬁumsﬁmimmmLflumﬁﬁmz
Y937y aluUSUNANIE 1INNTINTARFURUUMEN TN %@yjaﬁwmﬁ
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ﬁmﬁLmﬁzﬁlﬂwﬁamﬁLwaLLwimmimﬂmaﬁmémLaa Inglaifinsdudin
mauamumﬂammcﬂ%mumlﬂmaummamummfamﬁw Whundle
yenils uonand ﬂ'mmemmmmmLsuﬂaﬂiymumimqammaw
Tausssy lilynsdndunuanieussiliuaiugnsiean1amauIves
domiidnw vuidedldusesnsesssunsideluuy e wanlade
$UT99 050/2564 PNURTINEFUNALULATTIVIIARA UL

NAN153Y

1. anluanugnidiae: junuunsusnguesispdnaiivily
NuiRda

L:uammamawﬂumumqmmaqaummanIm%ammsJ Aad
wasulullduaaniussadeniny mmmﬂamiﬂmwmwmvmmw
Fuiisimssegernalsluaenivesfmine anduAsfAdoad f i
msfinwegraliusyuu fesendeian AgHs wasussENIAvesaatuas
fandnofivdlulanidsiausngilusuuuulnianuussmsfidonlosiu
usiazUsensazdeumaulsguarudnd ansAfded dyiadmguduay
\BeUUR

1.1 anudnAaviuvudaneu: WaduAsnareiduday

sUsuuTmUINATigRLaunsaneTigaluynunamesuiAnuAe
n1sideAINaNIAagRsrIad1as ueesleaanadiuduniiausly
sUnvumanTieslE (shareable quote) laid1asifuniniiundsansa
Usgneutenrudu Inadusssrsanuuseituladiuds vienduirledion
uwsnadenisvensaluassdeauund nsdinugiogslanauly
Frananiifiuteyadonisiidoniu “el@iun a wia” unldidu
caption vasnwaenlinionsreniingiu ndeudesuneludnuay “ns
linuaumafomnadugsdeisdin” TasAudsusanuiunisedmg
illdveneaumdn wa (bala) egasiBunlulfinieasesssy 3nnen
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v
1

wazdsay 39 Collins (1998) FIAsunuvBITEUUNIT AT URAIAIMNS
WBusTsTenaTIm AnudAgueslngnisalililyuedn Snsdanou
uirednuuzvesdaigndneonly TnssarsimeluliilaifioseaziBen
uifenssnzideszuuianaedifuvilfseaurasdedinnuduius fude
9u uazhlsiduA e duunuiin luanumanedl Gombrich (2006)
05Uy Asimdoagie mnwudAnindndans ignuonsenanlasaiieiivih
TdnAans ludsdanuinermaun dfonisindeuain sacred system ¢
sacred fragment Fasasumu (Durkheim, 1912/1995) Ashalflafunisi
AuANA ANns Sanseny winsdetamaiudnssifeudsauuuulng
AnavSLUY fragment 5@%@1‘4

1.2 Motivational Buddhism: ilessaananeifuusstunala
dauynna

sUuvuTiaesfinuagedaaulum Facebook wazties YouTube
fiflvonfinmgsfiodsiinuddeiidenin Motivational Buddhism wiens
thilsadnafiudulddumdmdauinduyana svvesusaaluuiunil
WasunMwwiamsEnaudits sndunrwwesdningndsuinuay
Fausssy self-help $uas Masuiies nanmay n1segluduf
wangay gnieulndifuandendunedeniideremiudisavesnu
Maoudes “Ynimnnaugn anudygsunszvililuneu gauva
Hu iWedifeinsarssaiisenisuanuass Tuuseifull McMahan
(2008) FWifiuunuudarimmsmausmatogn Vil uasieluiniunis
wWiuuszaunisaldiuyarauaznsifersmnsdn usdefiinaulelunsd
vosandmofiudlasianzfio aufuaoafiintuseninedufsidseuy
93u553% 1edsan egraduuda Admundiuyudisegluiaiete
Anudutusuazniing fumsienudiviadiduiaenyanaievauysel
miuineauiardeliunineinsvesdu mnnimihideyusunesssy
Tudmgud ddonsuussuanudniansan normative authority 1Ug
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affective authority 81u13vesA@pulllANINANNgNFRWUANAT Ui
uanndansensualisiuaiislaludavae @sil Hoover (2016) danadn
Fofldudromna uiduiiuiifhvuadiimaudesddnuuuladensitin
gl

1.3 Ritualized Sharing: n13AaNTugIUENENIH

sUuuuTianuiidunuiimnuasBundeudigauasnsmdsiigaluibs
naui nanAenisfinisnsyimanadavuunanosu lidnazdunns
nawys nsiuieyluvuyg Tu comment visansdwalnadusnaluylg
i fuddgmnamaun gnensgduudunisuifnemauniifideds
NAALUAILDS Usngnsaiiidelsstudedunmues Helland (2005) 7147
mrauteoulatlugiug “lved religion” luldanunumas ueLudsu
JURUUTRIRENTTN nMsidinflanedgnisidiusiuiiuunanasy
wideihauladsnilunsaliindnaivie fldnuldldifiesilan Ay
Anhans ursaninaueaindsudnnmaannsuys dunsneanuinduis
Tuuunddialallgvimihidunaidon wivhmihddudonarsiznssui
\Feugiasnsniulannisssaurnunsnazyiidavaly enudniansluguiuy
d3smndrfunisueadiu nsundnszats uaznsidwsudedadnual
wnnIMsdandidesrezen
2. mMsudsguANuAnAENS: snufiafidouiiuf

a ) ° v a aa ® '
HanTaTzvigluuunsanilvdleasuilma e iidunnuves

o fa

Nugull nanReanudnaansvesiinanafivilulanfdviagnuussuniu
anudAndewiuiu Wlddsuiiasifuuududidv

2.1 nAuAsAnAaNSlavinusld
TUNNSAAUNITIMLUUALAY ANUANAANS Ve TIRdnaTiUl

Y

uniuiuaesdsiiuenlionn fe duvlugiugesdsiu uag NszUIUMs
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i sfidesardeidouazanitiu Collins (1998) uay Gombrich (2006)
Anaduduinduisossanannsmlilignesnuuusniios ueeedudds
7 widleadrainsounisdissdintessuy WeduAfidnglanddva e
HANUIENINAIUNLAZNIZUINNSNEgnaRIe Aufsgnuendeosidy
vievyudould (drculable) pumssnzvasunasmeda fsfl Campbell
(2024) Fimauilulanidviagnimuslnenssnzvesdeddlinaifuns
vuITEUINNNIIANLATUIIY ANUANAATEIARIUIINATINEDINNS
Fean 1Ugn33n2U039015052918970 institutional sacredness 1Ug
networked sacredness i A A 10sF1a0uT uog UM ug LS
gnravaues wargnyidnlulfduiusesuladinniiesda

2.2 mafindurassnanisianuguuuylng

fafiaosfonsdsundandslnssaiveslasiiansosunduis
Tuwmsmauiarnuuusaiy sunatugnivseslnsasnisfineud
wagantuassi Asad (1993) 15un91 “discursive tradition” Sufinaln
uauMsHAnANumneegaduszuy Tulanfdva swnatuiildmely
uideaudsdunaziseeysaniusuragunuulugd Gillespie (2018)
i5un1 platform authority dsimuaindedlaazgnuene doslaazgn
annau Kunalndaneifiufiueslsiiiy nafinusndenisiinduess
SrunainnugUlnianssamiinuludoya Téun neednasrsaeumudi
Tinuennsdeansadsiaatiegiuganiudiuiuunn dhasrsnoumus
as1naiisennuindedeainuszaunsalFindaudiunnniinisin
FAuAS uardurigloulresvnIsssuTiHaLHA U TMSTUA T IR IMETS
vanlusuuiiadenisidausings anuiudsuuvasilinisgnuondy
1948 euveIg1uRLAT Tukuudne 9§ nInusfedad Evolvi (2021)
B UNI1 119152318/ 398981U1AN15A AN (decentralization of
interpretive authority) # udanslenauazanuiimed des3nsiel
weniuegNTaUABY
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s Gl
a a a

2.3 N15NaA29U89AIUANA ans wuuadula (Instant
Sacredness)

fnanuuaroralulifnd ffigeludmauifensnesedds
Aunarud auelfiSend “arudna ans wuudula” (nstant
sacredness) #u18faUsTAUNITAIIOIAMUMNY ALUasuUsElan wee
wsaumalanseaunfiintulasinga r;iwumiém%’ammgu 139
ﬂaﬂaaaamum nieudunn1snanydiissnsuies lngllfoaiy
ﬂiymumiaqawmauam 817 msusmaﬂ,mLauafnmmﬂﬂmawmwuu
FouAINIANANA ANS IR NITUMUUA WY nsdmAusuuiuaglyl
yRsssuseraulddinneldnunadunansugio dsay uaversuali
vl andviunisilnauszerenn naroidudmgnaidalauda fai
Hoover (2016) d31aurlugadelusivhutiid i uunaminensds
o1sualiifaundulinuangdinete udanudnaavsuudulafiiian
wfeautumonuddasaieivindedild ndafe Wensdudaning
dnpavslaiFesinunsudsuulaimieadsdn wsmauilugiuzidumg
wiInsEnaL AzissunuImdeasesssuldatalsludanufianuaula
nanedunnennsimennuariisnn matud fleidneudne 9 WAy
unanadldldgreiduimsisinuduestenidugaunisdidy i
Fuilseuliuiaunivns

dyduasanusiena
anUsena
daitunanudnuldlganumevssduislulaniava mnusidu
vangIuvesnsfifuAfiseuasddinluannzuindendiuasuluogae
dude uinsiTdauuutuiilalifisnan wazaisetuiinereuegng

939399z lalueetus AT
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(Y o a o/ Q‘Q Q‘ o an v
UIPANANUURALAINANATNTN maau‘vﬂ,ﬂ

YDAUNUMA NVBIIUL FUTULALVE18LUIAAVDY Durkheim
(1912/1995) way Asad (1993) Tuwie mwmammuawlmimmmia

s
a

Durkheim @puinAudndans Aed o dsnuadiedud amﬁ]uiuw&m
ity D19AEDLIEUgNHARLALATUANELIMATIILAL ST STUTY
sy dudelugaunaniosy miudnAansdagnimualag
5INTY0INITNei T asaneTiy 4 adudiuned lalduywe wai
KANTENUABAIINMLNENIANAUI0E19ENE 9 Tunsdvoslandnafiud
anudnfanslildmelunfeusumsdnneunienissenin sudeu
5ULUUN15AN5998 91N sacred system ﬁaﬂﬁuﬁ’uimaa%wqﬁwmmm
Fufi$ lug mobile sacredness fianunsntsngludonrudu aduidle
viTemsuyuunannesy lnedinsinymdmisensualiazidininumng
Wllusedunils madeusudldldamuduman wionisuiuiade
mnwegsenidannumnelulaniiruailavesuyudnanedunsnensd
wnaR e ST

nsdngulnsdvasdiunanisinny

nswasuwdasivavlefigalunidsrainenlildnsiduisgn

Y
o
v a

finneu usren1siilasianou iWasuluog1eduda lussuuasmdads
gru1dlunisfaugninwililae “discursive tradition” ¥4 Asad
(1993) FaiinalnAnnsesnnumnesituandunazaisnsing Tulan
Advta nalndudeiinuey uddesuusiufidy platform authority vas
Gillespie (2018) filsiaulanrmgniowuduisias wiaulauaindenla
a¥rsnsildsuldunniian nafinunlalinisgyaaisvesdiunas
RS widemsfisruatusoweseshuniusfivomuiosegnaoniian
wagaadfifinufuAsanduideasldlifluumaniesu o19iidnina
tlosninnaunoumudasnanliiudusiuddifoudidilodmmzyos
algorithm @nunisalfiayioudeil Evolvi (2021) dunainfiufifsa
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Wasudemves “gildwna” memaunannissuseadeaady lugns
fusondemsueaiiu Judumsdsundandslassaiaiinnindifoiug
willou

wnsAaEuIAIValugusAaunigningUln

wil Gleig (2019) agdinszsivsunawsfudundn uinisiise
PiFuimysmauiuaiohdsieaudednuuyaislmifiiuiaaen
yaraLavaaeuanu dduddgydmsunmsianudnlannsmauias
luedenyTusenidedldmetuiu nanfe msudssuanudnians
Anulusadnofiudadvalaliusngmsaliemigiu uidudiunises
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