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Re-conceptualizing the belief of Naga :
A Comparative Study on the Local Worldviews
among the Lao-Isan ethnic Group in Nakhon-Phanom

and the Laotians in Khammuane of Lao PDR
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Abstract

This article studies and explains the complexity of the local
religious worldview in relation to a belief and ritual practice for the Naga
worship among the Lao-lsan ethnic group in Nakhon-Phanom province
of Thailand, and the Laotians in Khammuane province of Lao PDR.
This article argues that local religious worldview in relation to the Naga
worship is re-conceptualized and re-interpreted in the new socio-economical
context. This article suggests that the symbolic role of Naga, as a
protector of Buddhism, has transformed into a powerful agent who can
elevate individuals’ socio-economical status. This transformative role of the
Naga is proved and confirmed by the life narratives of the Naga worship’s
followers in Thailand and Lao PDR. This becomes a new research finding,
which can prove the assumption that the belief and ritual practice for the
Naga worship are shared among the Greater Mekong Sub-region countries,
especially Thailand and Lao PDR. The sharing of cultural practice of the two
country helps re-confirm the sharing of Thai-Lao cultural identity.
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w3oeraldurwraimen md1a damsdnes ssmmzay uenanidd
walsl 9 aehalpeiFoimsannisyymgmseylidinniyFuSesmninin sy
A nindautunes ogluiiidnlusnGuneslvavainlivmareing
Amehvssaurasusaluerin daamgunisavieladaungimsmyruasay
Uszauraansalunng an...”

(10 Wweu 2556)

donndaanudIvesiuemnslleuyuln wundau aul.anin
naIIMerEIRINLiL “g@uns” Usnguinaluafiunaatiu nendsainded
wegluthunddlva ands (uuue) 1@
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« FoInduglilon weusedus 5 Iuiiiy deeiSondounuginy
owglildofide oguriumifagdly naomiuneeiusiugdndalngningduns
iuagmiomaithu.  JoeuSnygiagunidude widrieeeiud tivfun]
unnthsnwaulutuil adeutuumifudasmenntuny ananuazden
s smelutumeuuiie. iuuniisaadunullaiven deefiaeien
Fumnnusnyen. alye] 3 Tay viadeteadnudn Wuuindailny Joru
AoelaTndI8n7e EUAFUT Aesgwemaslaraanantiu whlumsieryiiso
duinumidenluariunile suoedoadinisiaidlSluduiove...”

(8 Hiqu1BU N.A. 2556)
Anszvidoya
1. w1da1unazvirarryvivialugiusiiusuuuunilevas
“gaunsaiyvfians”

unawiiaueilanvirainsenaun (local religious worldview) 709
Auan-Banuitegendelutssmelnglusnuguinlvuasauailu audan i
mnuadeadsiulusunmstuiiemaunmsinioinsmdmamauiuaude
Tumsymiluazimmdn sadedsdnaansougiiidnyuzvosnunduliidnions
Tuaalvinauazinwiouywd nmstudeyvmauiafededisiiusngdaay
wszaudaululszmalneuazauanluay.anidoinnsfuioualinusde
uywdlususine Tnslamnzenadsinuauiifauasaugeuanysaivesdin

mniasanlasSeuiisusainuintulssmelne n1sduiie
“Husanysw” (ancestral spirit) tafloutdu “antunisdinududnians” (sacred
social institution) (Yeayesd e, 2535) mﬂmiﬁﬂmgﬂLLUimeuL%asuadﬂfju
YARugIneg-lwis (Thai-khmer ethnic group) luuaudanuldvesuseinelng
#Hund Adveinvuazy3sud dewanununeves Ay Ildlddufisaudidy
AIIYYIUUTINYTEHAATUAIAAILEANANY TLAEANDYRAUAYDIANTN
Tugawuwindy mndaduddedulingsmdeudetidurioruussamdoudaiy
vaaguyy Tuunansdlmniignuaiuglansesih “Hail” seviRasongunaiLag
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yuusssInmedany ¥athulne-rusdosdadis “$rugtha” Woyndymas
Woinduilussnyguiinesunindsnuminenslugueilidanuanysainasa
VT'QTJ (Poonnatree Jiaviriyaboonya, 2012) Turaueiinudaiuuazauaniinsns
TumsUszneuidnssniieyrwymnasnnunis eSuieiunededydnvaives
mwganauysal Anulsslulaaninduazanuegiiiquuesiifulie wazainnis
VUYL TUNTTUIEMUNLINTEs LAz Uy UUTY Fafleuiutoyannn
msdunmsaifyrunaludesiwnuasiiionssilnlunsiu aulam wuinne
finsdumensdiuuiomensenauazordveyulusnuusniuasouadiluiiui
&hqS]suadﬂfjuﬂismﬂaqﬂ“ﬁmmduﬁﬂm oun e a3 wagduny aensznaua
wanillfueirniuslaensegAusuiysdiusengnumudsldveneisdnuing

wiolunaidaun FudunuifanssUINTALNEIRUTIALAIIMENVIUINTUIARAS

vsTnygwreneandnsdesiuniluefin’ mnuanisiaseidand unaui
siuTeImslinuuavesnsruwimiVesiunesaudanlulsumdlveuay
aualuaul.amiudelssdfaunumass “UsTnygy” way “Fade” vesauly
aovTausssn vieenanaildiauunsuLLayaua TRy aul.anath
Auadeadeiunstuie “Aym Tunguaudanuludsemelne Tugrusidudiu
wilawes “qmummﬁyméﬁaﬁa” (founders’ cult ideology) sl Tannenbuam
uay Kammerer (2003) léauely sisil Mndayanisdunvalidednveitiuie
LLauUGU’]‘LJ’WW]W]G]’]SQaﬂﬁuuL‘LJ“L!“U‘iiWSUGILLaﬁﬁT)’]ﬁIuNWAWUﬂiWUNLLauaU‘U an
uumnLﬂjamwmmﬂmamﬂLﬂuaﬁuaﬂwmmmmamuaummua“mmmmma
\YgNe muumwnwau;mumm’mLmaqmulm%ummnéﬂmummymnmam
wis whituiumssulssiunnugauauysaluazeuisdwefyruaziuieun
uenaniiteyansdunvaliisdnvesdifufouasymualddnaueviiiddy
UizmwﬁwmmmﬁaL%"mmﬂ’j'lﬁwﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬁ’uaua “Fasssuniemaun” Tudsa
namfte filrlsurnutsmdennnatudoshsmueglufassauarsies “aie
yaynea” ﬂizﬂaumﬁmm%mmmﬂmmi’ué’wﬁzqumauwm6] (Yoyaa1nNI3

* guilsndnduninnsieundnnisizes “funuuinIa@: ASNsn ANYe NENTIUWALAE1UIY

vosawviosdin.” 2 funau 2556. (Adeduiiuiinuazasuidon).
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dunwad: 2 uau 2556) TuwitlualSeuaiiou “an1dundnusudnians”
sUsvunilsnviminunlessnundasssunemauilundvesnisdaauliuyed
AduTInauundayalives “Aa” lummauinms

o s L3

2. anme“meuduinlvd” vesgduteuaryviuna fe dydnualives

nszUUMIWABUHUNERENTIY

nMsUsEgnAtoLausTes Van Gennep (1960) iktausndfudy
vodlassadsluitnssuoonfuauduney Tasanzogastuil 2 A liminal
phase Gwnefvannefitanduszneuitnssuogluaniunisaiinfeszming
anuunazanume sudsteiaueves Bloch (1992) flefusieinagiinnis
Wasuuasuuuresifuresly (transformation) vesvidsauriunsiiufduius
MUsEN I IMUTINYTBLAZgNVIA1U Suag “nszuunsiiinlug” (revitali-
zation) vewidny swileunannsdsie “WAITIN/NAIINIYeYIeu” (spiritual
potency) NUTINYTERENEUganvau

NMTEUNIBAL “@19158UNY” (UL SeausEnvesnudi
witou“meouduinlnl” mendminfiduyrnaudridninTiasuesiuduly
Tumsiitumieutuls “agumindduumaa” lufinmuwes (Feyaainns
dunwal 10 wwieu 2556) Tutsadiuil msliaumnelasvesennssunundy
Tlufimmaderfuiiduieysmunaluisdsiu aulanlulssfuiideindie
deuluTumsdiaty

uneE eI finsanisnssyruavesaudaly
2. upsnusnazaua iy aulan ludnwurlasadiifidfutunon
Iy nanfefifuiewasuszneuitysmunadeinioasusiasineduldusyay
fupnuAsundaduaniuzamnisdinunaziasugRivesnuedunainvategy
wuuildaiuldegradmauluszosnamiwestis¥in nefifiuieuazysue
dunsemiinfemmnuAsuuasinam uadluduil 2 vedlasiadeiiBnisy vio
liminal phase #ufuduilialonaligiiivsznouitymuiatuiiujduiusiu
“Goygnausmygy” warlutinmvesanneifsssriauiusageume
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U7 1 adudl 2 wWeunsngieau - Sunay 2556 .7

msinszasiimthideasiunanaziiilunisusznouisnssuiioyvunald
Wdunaliwudanuvidulainnmsivdewssyrunavesdarnnunisu ooy
nsouRasTIIMISENANIR NS “nsvuiunsAnlsivesiadens” (the revitali-
zation of the whole society) dslufidunedis Audosnisfiasiiuussmelne
vigeuaNAngAnsalmadansua nstilosfimaandaer)

unasluasdaiauaiue
Sausrsuyruatudsingliduludeiagty idumadaues
Ussalneuarlu aut.an anmsfnuUss itinvesyruialuiuiionmaya
dosunsnusuarludioshun Woawsslw usdahu aut.am fmutuazany
Wodemmgualddnndnlunssuiiminiemauvesauluiesiu anudeuas
Fnssyrunevesnudauluuesusuasluisishuduiauedoadeiuly
Uszifufidoinaiiunumluidednydnvaldaduguniesiunsomssnmsenaun
oglsArnslianumne Fesunavesaulne-anlignusuiasunauuiunues
wisugia deuuazniaifiosfivasuudadly VadnuhauBauuasauaniiiuie
wazyrademmesaziieuilidluiinuniusasuaninnudding “wilou
meuduolnl” unarudedunehiisszesnaiifyueneeteuduuniue
Tuiuddymansenmsenain Wisuiaiieutsnaniidalenalignyauiideindy
Weanuann “adnuiuedowa” Wijdutustunalupusiiviouaioudy
“Gryanausemygy” Gluaauutgnvauarayuitasiitisnatuaanuga
auysalveminensssIumAnazlnaning
JotauouurdmiunmsidelueuanAensAnyinusssunisyrna Tu
sugiimdadidnszuiunsilidunisdios vide cultural politics stzifiuls
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Tnnuihinussauazanuidedonnalutoinunsuuduwnsniteglu “fud
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