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Abstract

Half human half animal art has been around since the old era. It
can be traced back to important ancient river valley civilization including
Nile Valley (Ancient Egypt), Tigris-Euphrates River (Mesopotamia), Indus
Valley (India), Huang Ho and Yangtze River (China), Khong and Salawin River
(Myanmar) and Chaopraya River (Thailand). In Thailand, the half human half
animal creature, with the head of a bird and the body of a man is referred
to as “Garuda”. Garuda is a demigod and can also be regarded as a
Himalayan creature (according to the legend of TraiBhumikatha—Sermon

on the Three Worlds). Garuda has appeared in many forms of art including
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art for building decoration. Religious art conveys different meanings of
concept and belief from all over the world. Indus Valley Civilization,
especially, is the civilization that has influence on religion as well as art and
culture of various areas in East Asia namely Japan, Tibet and Bhutan, and
Southeast Asian countries like Indonesia, Vietnam, Cambodia, Myanmar,
Thailand and Laos. People of these areas all inherit Buddhism, Brahmanism
and Hinduism from India. While practicing the religions, a lot of different
forms of Garuda arts have been created in accordance with the unique taste
and identity of each area. Now, the pattern of Garuda art differs and depends

on the unique style of each contemporary artist.

Keywords: Garuda, ancient civilization, Asia
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